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The Grace Church sanctuary played host to the world-renowned Concordia College Choir as part of 
the Grace Concert Series on March 2. Three concerts are scheduled for April. More information on 
the artists and tickets is available online at: www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts.

By Rev. Cindy Marino, Senior Pastor
   Grace Church, God has given you tremendous gifts 
and resources, along with humble and passionate 
lay and staff leaders. In the church world today, that’s 
a rare combination. It’s not that Grace is without 
its challenges. It is the way you approach these 
challenges that so honors God. You’ve allowed 
them to become 
opportunities. 
   You are 
grabbing the 
opportunities as 
ways to share love 
for Christ not only 
in the decisions 
you make, but in 
the way you make 
the decisions.
   I am seeing 
a true desire 
and passion for 
making Grace 
Church a safe 
place to wrestle 
with the issues 
of faith, a bright and welcoming place to gather and 
connect, a place where our children can be immersed 
in God’s love through the relationships they see and 
experience, and a community through which we can 
be equipped, inspired and sent into the world to 
serve. I continue to be humbled by the privilege of 
serving God in this place.
   Last month I highlighted a few examples of where 
I have seen folks “leaning into” this opportunity to 
bring God’s love to life in new and relevant ways. 
This month I include a few more. I invite you to join 
me in jotting down those ways you see God working 
through change. You can email them to me at 
cindy.marino@peopleofgrace.org.  

   One small change that I see making a big 
difference has come about on the Sundays that the 
children’s choirs sing. Lynn Leitzen has arranged for 
the older children to stay in worship the entire time. 
I love having children in worship! They are engaged, 
learning, and developing a love for a lifetime of 
participation in the community of faith. 

   Another small 
change making 
a big difference 
is in the usher 
teams. They are 
re-thinking their 
roles as they take 
on new, young 
recruits. I’m even 
sensing a bit of 
competition in 
this one. Which 
team can be the 
friendliest and 
most gracious 
in hosting our 
Sunday morning 
worship? Perhaps 

a vote would be in order? Go teams!
   A big change will come about when a new director 
of children’s faith formation is selected and that 
position is fully defined. We’ve received several 
resumes. Staff Parish will begin the interview process 
soon. 
   We still are working through how to structure the 
lay and pastoral staff to best support laity in ministry 
while keeping to our budget. If you have a sense of 
where the need is greatest, I’d like to hear what you 
think. How is your ministry helped or hindered by the 
current staff/clergy structure? 
   I continue to watch God molding us to be part of 
the ‘how,’ even as God remains the ever-faithful ‘why.’  

For more on what’s happening at Grace Church, including upcoming worship services, classes, 
and mission projects, visit www.peopleofgrace.org/get-connected.

Small Things Making Big Difference for Children, Youth



   Join Rev. Doug Bowden for 
a six-week bible study based 
around Adam Hamilton’s 
book “John - The Gospel 
of Light and Life.” There 
are two opportunities. The 
first is Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
as part of The Forum class 
beginning April 3. The other 
is Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
beginning April 6. For more information, e-mail 
Mark Flemming (markwflemi@aol.com) or Rev. 
Bowden (dbowden@aol.com).

Two Opportunities to Study John
   For years, Grace Church has 
organized summer mission trips 
for youth. These trips have ranged 
from confirmation-year trips to 
South Dakota, to work camp trips, 
to what is now called Side x Side.
   “Side x Side has helped me to 
meet some amazing people,” 
says Emily DiNolfo. “But more 
importantly you get to be God’s 
hands and feet, and make 
someone’s life better, which is an 
amazing feeling!” 
   Side x Side is a self-contained 
week of mission; all of the 
planning, coordinating, and 
executing is done by Grace Church 
— not an outside organization.
   Now in its fifteenth year, Side x 
Side is primarily a construction-
based mission week. However, 
participants also serve in areas of 
food pantries, facilitate VBS, and 
provide other community support.  
   Serving as a time for youth 
and adults to come together to 
work with each other and another 
community, Side x Side has 
traveled to Tennessee, Louisiana, 
Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Florida.

   The destination for this 
year’s crew is Charleston, 
West Virginia.
   Participants travel in vans, 
and stay in churches and/or 
college dorms. They have 
time for devotions, prayer, 
work, fellowship, worship, 
laughter, and tears. Side x 
Side is as much a feeling 
and a relationship as it is a 
“trip.”
   “Side x Side empowers 
me to serve God in many 
ways, while also giving 
me guidance in the way 
of influential adults and 
amazing friends,” says Katie 
Rumrey.
   Adult participant Phyllis 
Pepiot says that influence is 
reciprocal. 
   “Many relationship are 
cultivated,” she says. “My sister 
— who is from across the state — 
finds herself thinking of many of 
our Side x Siders throughout the 
year.”
   Side x Side is a time for the 
people of Grace Church to work 
with God and bring hope, and 

   Holy Smokes Drive-Thru Bar-b-Que Fundraiser is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 17 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the lower lot. Tickets may 
be purchased from any Youth Summer Mission participant, or in the 
Activity Center on Sundays from now until April 10. Meal prices: $12 
for a two-meat dinner (same meat or combo of each meat); $10 for 
a one-meat dinner; $5 for a child’s hot dog meal. All meals come 
with a meat choice, baked beans, coleslaw, applesauce, roll, butter. 
Limited day-of purchases available. Advanced tickets preferred. 
   Additionally, a “Suds on Sunday” Car Wash fundraiser is 
scheduled for Sunday, June 5.  Make a donation and the youth 
attending the Youth Summer Mission trips will wash your car during 
all worship services.  
   Proceeds from both events benefit Grace Youth Summer Missions 
teams, which includes Side x Side.

Drive-Thru, Car Wash Benefit Youth Missions

this week of mission is near and 
dear to the hearts of many.
   In her day-to-day life, Sue 
Burkwald says she does work that 
is “marginally important” to the 
world. But, Side x Side is different.
   “[At Side x Side] I get to help 
lead and work with others on 
projects that are extremely 
important,” she says. “There is 
no greater satisfaction than being 
exhausted at the end of the day 
and falling asleep with a smile 
on your face knowing that what 
you did that day really matters to 
someone.”
    To participate in Side x Side, 
one must have completed eighth 
grade and have a strong desire 
to participate fully. No one is too 
“old” to join, and it isn’t too late to 
volunteer — especially if you are 
an adult.
   To join the team, so contact 
organizer Gaye Lynn Loufek 
(gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.
org) for more information.

Side x Side Celebrates 15 Years with Trip to West Virginia

   Is there anything better than a week at the beach?  
The entire family is invited to Grace Church’s “Surf 
Shack” Vacation Bible School July 18-22, 2016.   
   The organizing team is in need of many volunteers 
to make this ministry happen. Important jobs that 
need to be filled include: Preschool Teacher Leader, 
Preschool Crafts Leader, Preschool Teachers, 
Elementary Teacher Leader, Elementary Crafts 
Leader, Elementary Teachers and Substitute Teachers. 
A world-class children’s ministry program starts with 
world-class leaders, so consider volunteering for this 
vital community event and “Say YES to VBS”!

July VBS Goes to the Beach

   Tickets for the United Methodist Women's 
Hamball Luncheon are now on sale in the Grace 
Church office during business hours, and in the 
Activity Center on Sunday mornings. Don't miss 
this annual event on Friday, April 15, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Consider it a special treat after 
paying your taxes! The community is invited. No 
one will be disappointed with delicious hamballs, 
hot German potato salad and all the cold salads 
and pies. For more information, contact Ann 
Walczak (annclassen@wideopenwest.com). 
   Proceeds benefit UMW’s mission efforts.

   Is your household information correct in the Grace 
Church database? Now is the time to update your 
record with any changes, additions, or deletions that 
may have occurred within the past year, because staff 
is getting ready to publish Grace Church’s annual 
Guide Book & Directory.
   Have you changed your phone number? Have 
you moved? Are you preparing to move soon? Are 
any/all of your children still at home, and are they 
all included in your membership record? Do you 
want your record published? Please let the office 
staff know so your information in the Guide Book & 
Directory is correct.
   The Guide Book & Directory is provided and direct-
mailed to each family at no cost to our church, and 
it is again being subsidized by local businesses that 
advertise. If you own or manage a business and 
would like to find out about advertising, or to make 
sure your personal information is correct, call Phyllis 
Pepiot at (630) 355-1748, ext 3222.

Directory Updates, Advertisers 
Needed for Annual Guide Book

Purchase Hamball Tickets Now

   Join the women of Grace Church Friday, April 
29 from 6-8 p.m. for an evening of fellowship, 
singing, discussion groups, and catered dinner. 
Tickets are $10 per person. Please contact Kim 
Scharafin (kimscharafin@comcast.net) for more 
information.

Seeds of Kindness April 29


