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Saturday, April 24 
BE IN MISSION 
RIGHT HERE AT 
HOME! 
F or many years, Grace Church 

has taken part in the Rebuilding 
Together-Aurora mission to pro-

vide home repair/rebuilding to a low-income or elderly home-
owner in Aurora, IL.  Both skilled and unskilled laborers are 
needed to accomplish several tasks this year at 738 N. May St. 
in Aurora, including kitchen and bathroom work, among other 
jobs.  This year’s event takes place on Saturday, April 24.  Start 
time is approximately 8:00 a.m., finishing typically around 5:00 
p.m.  Even if you can’t devote the entire day to this mission, 
please consider a few hours of your time.  Participants will re-
ceive free lunch, a Rebuilding Together tee shirt, and the im-
mense gratification of helping someone in need.  Previous 
homeowners have been overwhelmed with gratitude for our 
help!  Contact Thatch Irwin at 630-961-3278 or  
tirwin@wideopenwest.com to learn more or to volunteer.  
Youth at least 14 years of age accompanied by a legal parent or 
guardian are more than welcome (download youth and adult 
waivers at www.peopleofgrace.org/missions).   

PARENT’S DAY OUT OFFERS  
SUMMER PROGRAM! 

Parent’s Day Out, a childcare program that 
is part of Grace Church’s outreach ministry, is offering a 
“Sun-sational” Summer Fun program!  There will be 
three (3) two-week sessions June 1-11; June 14-25; 
and July 19-30, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Children be-
tween the birth dates of 9/1/04 and 8/31/08 are eligible 
to be registered to attend two days each week.  Also, 
for the 2010-11 school year, there are limited openings 
for ages 1-4 years old on or before September 1.  For 
further information, call 630-355-6146, or visit Parent’s 
Day Out on the web at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click 
the “Child Care” tab on the left side of the home page. 

Build Skills, Foster Success in Your Child 
This Summer! 10% discount for Grace members! 
Housed at Grace, West Suburban Educational Associ-
ates is offering a Summer Skills Clinic for grades K-12 
this summer T/W/Th mornings in June and July.  One-
hour sessions, small group or private tutoring in reading, 
math, study skills, and more, plus special class offerings.  
Call 630-922-8100 or visit www.wseatutoring.com.   
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Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

Go Green!  Get Grace Notes online and in color every month at www.peopleofgrace.org 
E-mail gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org and type in the words “online only” in the subject line.   

Your name will be removed from our USPS Grace Notes mailing list, and you will be notified of new issues  
as soon as they’re available online.  Please include your name if it is not easily identified in your e-mail address. 

Women’s Morning Together! 
Women, don’t miss a very special 

morning Saturday, April 10, 8:30am-
1:00pm at Grace.  Sign up ASAP for 
“Women’s Morning Together,” featur-

ing Keynote Speaker Rev. Dr. Irene Tay-
lor on “Living As the Beloved of God,” tasty lunch, and 
two of the following workshops choices:   
 

The Healing Art of Yoga from Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilseman 
Stamp Out Stress (Greeting Card Art) from Lori Fahs 
Centering Prayer from Rev. Im Jung 
Growing and Cooking with Herbs from Joan Rocchi 
Daily Journaling for Daily Grace from Lynne Kornecki 
Letting Go and Letting God from Rev. C. Kay Turner 
Cost per person is $35; bring a friend who isn’t a mem-
ber of Grace and get $5 off!  Register online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/WNTreg or in the Grace 
Church office.  Join us for a morning of fellowship, inspi-
ration and renewal—mind, body and spirit.  You deserve 
it!  Contact Kim Scharafin at 630-369-4734 with ques-
tions or for further information.   

April 10:  A Paschel Celebration  
Music of the Baroque and Beyond for Eastertide 
 

6:30pm Pre-Concert Chat & Demonstration 
8:00pm Bach’s Easter Cantata 
 

Music lovers are in for a real treat Saturday, 
April 10, when our Grace choral artists will 
join with the Advent Chamber Orchestra in 
presenting J.S. Bach’s great Easter Cantata 
“Christ Lay In the Bonds of Death,” 8:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary. Preceding the concert at 

6:30 in Fellowship Hall is a concert chat and demonstra-
tion from the musicians, who will play and discuss bits of 
the cantata before the concert.  Conductor Dan Wagner 
will highlight elements of the music and the composer, 
allowing listeners to experience this greatly spiritual work 
with mind, ear and heart.  Purchase advance concert tick-
ets in the Grace Church office or online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts.  Advance tickets are 
$22 adults/$18 seniors 65+/$10 students or $24/$20/$10, 
respectively, at the door.   

VERY 
V 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DICK TRONDSEN 

“Walking with Jesus” 

Why Christ? 

Why Church? What Does 
Christ Ask 

of Us? 

Why Grace? 
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 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

           By John Bodine 
        Church Council Chair 
         
 

C hurch Council met on March 23 
and reviewed budget status as well 

as updates in several areas.  Receipts 
continue to be favorable so far this year, 
with expenses being managed below 
budget to date.  As always, receipts are 
periodic during the church calendar year 
with strong pulses at Easter and Christ-
mas, while expenses are largely steady 
throughout the year.  This leads to an 
annual concern for available cash to meet 
expenses throughout the summer 
months when worship attendance tends 
to be spotty due to vacationing members.  
We anticipate a need to urge members 
to sustain pledges through the summer 
months rather than deferring to the end 
of the year and will communicate about 
that as needed as we move into the May 
time frame.   
 

Ideas for how to best bring out our 
“invitational nature” at Grace continue to 
be generated by our Evangelism Team 
and put into action as opportunities arise.  
You may have noticed a “Welcome Cen-
ter” table set up in the Narthex on Sun-
days.  Though the Narthex can be con-
gested following services, and there is a 

risk of blocking access to some of our 
coat rack space, it was deemed very im-
portant to provide a central point of con-
tact for visitors trying to find their way 
around Grace for worship, Sunday 
School, or just general information.  We 
are currently being aided by N.O.W. 
Council committees, which are rotating 
responsibility for manning the table, but 
we anticipate establishing a team that can 
be set up as part of our Welcoming Min-
istry to provide a knowledgeable, consis-
tent, and visible point of visitor contact 
each Sunday.   
 

As mentioned last month, we are work-
ing to establish a new Children and Fam-
ily Council at Grace and are delighted to 
have benefit of the experience and lead-
ership of Ruth Wills, who has agreed to 
chair this new council.  Leaders are being 
identified and teams will be built up as we 
go into April, through the help of our Lay 
Leadership Team.  As approved by 
Church Council in February, the Children 
and Family Council will coordinate the 
programs and activities of: 
• Coordinator of Children and Family 
• Nursery Care Coordinator 
• Parent’s Day Out Board Director 
• Sunday School Board-Sunday School  
    Superintendent 
• VBS Team Leader 

• Family Ministries Team Coordinator 
• Children’s Worship Coordinator 
• Children’s Music Ministries Liaison 
 

When reviewing these developments last 
month and indicating that the Parent’s 
Day Out (PDO) program would be ex-
tended into the summer months, a mis-
leading reference was made to the PDO 
program having evolved “from an earlier 
start 45 years ago.”  More correctly, 
Grace has had an active commitment to 
services for children for over 45 years, 
embodied originally as an “Early Child-
hood Education and Childcare” program, 
which we know today as Weekday Chil-
dren’s Center (WCC).  The separate and 
distinct PDO program was added to the 
childcare services at Grace in 1994.  We 
note, however, that a chapter in this his-
tory of children’s services at Grace has 
ended with the closing of Weekday Chil-
dren’s Center on March 26, 2010.  After 
over four decades of quality care and 
instruction, declining enrollment due to 
underlying demographic trends and cur-
rent economic conditions have led to a 
decision to cease operations.  Grace 
Church is deeply appreciative and grate-
ful for the good work done by WCC 
over the years and wishes the best for 
the staff and leadership as they move  
forward to new pursuits. 

Pastor’s Journal 
After almost forty-five years of service to our community, Weekday Children’s Center closed at the end of 
March.  While Weekday Children’s Center was a separately incorporated organization, it felt like a ministry 
of Grace all these years.  Three churches in Naperville got together to start the Center: Grace, Commu-
nity and Wesley United Methodist Churches.  When Grace moved to its new building, Weekday Children’s 
Center moved with it and became connected with Grace alone. 

 

In the mid-1960s, there were few options for quality licensed childcare and preschool education in the community.  
Weekday was a unique and vital ministry for families in Naperville, and we celebrate that history.  The closing of Weekday 
Children’s Center saddens Grace, and we will miss the presence and activity of the children it served.  Demographic 
changes and increasing diversity of child education opportunities in Naperville prohibited the continuation of Weekday. 
 

To be clear, the Parent’s Day Out program of Grace is separate from the programs provided by Weekday Children’s 
Center.  Weekday Children’s Center provided two- and three-day preschool education and full-week day care programs.  
Our Parent’s Day Out program provides quality Christian childcare for families for a limited number of hours each week.  
PDO, an important ministry of Grace supporting parents during the week, will continue and expand its program with ses-
sions in the summer months.  
 

Through the many changes at Grace, one thing remains constant:  the Grace commitment to ministry with children, youth 
and families of all ages.  
         Grace and Peace,  
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Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our 
Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This 
Week’s Announcements” on the home page to view or download announcements. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hamball 
Luncheon 
April 16! 
Grace United 
Methodist 
Women present 
their annual 
Hamball Buffet 
Luncheon on 
Friday, April 16, 

11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Luncheon fea-
tures German potato salad, cold salad assortment, a 
variety of pies, rolls and beverages and, of course, 
those famously delicious hamballs!  Tickets are $9.50 
in advance and $10.00 at the door.  For advance tick-
ets, call the church office at 630-355-1748 (table reser-
vations can be made for five or more).  Tickets will 
also be on sale in the Activity Center April 11.  All 
proceeds benefit UMW mission projects.   

THANKS FROM  
YOUTH MINISTRY... 

To all who contributed items 
to our Silent Auction March 
13-14, attended our Spaghetti 
Dinner, helped prepare, serve, 
set up, clean up, and/or gener-
ally made this summer youth 
missions fundraiser another 
great success!   

Get On the Interfaith Tour Bus! 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung invites you on an interfaith jour-
ney April 16-18 to Jewish, Jain, Mus-
lim, Buddhist, Baha’i, and Hindu houses 
of worship, as well as our own Grace 
Church for the Christian portion of 
this interfaith tour!  The Friday through Sunday tour begins and 
ends at 4:00 p.m., departing from and returning to the Holiday Inn 
Select in Naperville.  Cost for non-hotel accommodations is $75 
per person, including six meals, bus and materials.  Cost including 
hotel is $135 per person for double occupancy and $175 for sin-
gle.  Please reserve ASAP with Harriet McCabe at 630-355-4617 
or harrietmccabe@earthlink.net.   

April Women’s Circles... 
Priscilla will meet Saturday, April 17, 1:00 p.m. at  
Tabor Hills Retirement Community (1347 Crystal Ave. 
in Naperville) to celebrate Miriam Fry’s 93rd birth-
day...Martha-Esther will meet Tuesday, April 20, 
9:15 a.m. in the Fireside Room to make greeting cards 
with Stampin’ Up accessories; contact Amy Song at  
amyasong@gmail.com for information or to reserve 
child care...Mary will meet Tuesday, April 20, 9:15 
a.m. in the home of Roberta Kalish with a program 
from Rev. Bill Bryan...Sarah will meet Tuesday, April 
20, 9:15 a.m. in the home of Brenda Gregory with a 
program on “Cleaning Green” from Janet Hilsenbeck 
and Julie Cunningham...Ruth will meet Wednesday, 
April 21, at 9:15 a.m. in the home of Mary Lou  
Eldredge with a program from Doug Bonebrake.  
Please bring a gift for Lifespring Ministries. 

New Sisters Study Begins April 12 
There is a lot of focus in popular culture today on joy 
and “spiritual connection.”  Long ago, Jesus shared 
with his disciples how they could find joy through their 
faith in him.  We can too!  Come discover how in a 
new six-week, Monday afternoon Sisters study, begin-
ning Monday, April 12, 1:00-2:30 p.m. in Room 254.  
We will share insights from Rev. Michael Foss’ book 
The Disciple’s Joy, which highlights six ways we can dis-
cover and claim the joy of faith in our lives.  Sign up 
and purchase your book ($15) in the church office.  
Contact Pastor Lisa Telomen at 630-355-1748, ext. 
226, with questions or for further information.   

Annual Cancer Support Dinner April 20 
Grace’s Cancer Support Ministry will hold its annual dinner 
(catered by Connie’s) on Tuesday, April 20, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room.  Families are welcome as well as those who have 
lost loved ones to cancer or have been touched by cancer in any 
way.  Please reserve in the church office or with Parish Nurse 
Pam Riley (630-355-1748, ext. 229, or pamelariley@gmail.com).  
There will be a time of fellowship as well as a remembrance time 
of all who have been members of this group over the years. 

All-Church Square Dance! 
Grace Church Questors invite all adults and high school students 
or older to a square/line dance on Saturday, April 24, 7:00-9:00 
p.m., in the Activity Center.  No experience necessary; the caller 
will teach us!  Tickets are $5 per person and go on sale in the 
church office April 12.  Child care is available 5:30-9:00 p.m., $10 
per child; contact Margaret Harrison at 630-355-1748, ext. 241.  
Last names A-L, please bring a snack to share; M-Z, a carbonated 
beverage.  Questions?  Contact Bob Plummer at 630-961-3228. 

April 30:  Fellowship of 
Christian Men Forum 
“No Man Left Behind” 
6:00-6:30pm-Dinner 
6:30-8:15pm-Program 
All men welcome!  Contact Bob 
Pacanowski at 630-355-0804 or  
bobfod@aol.com. 

Calling All Shutterbugs: 
Let’s make a digital photogra-
phy group “click”!  If you’re 
interested in hearing more 
about it, contact Mike 
Walczak at 630-355-7751 or 
mwalczak@wideopenwest.com. 

HAMBALL TIME! 

REMEMBER YOUR LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS SUN., MAY 2! 

Once/Month Sunday Morning 
Counters Needed!  Contact 

Matt Hambright (630-226-9902) 
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CHURCH & SOCIETY SAYS “SAVE THE DATES!” 
Riverwalk Clean-up April 18 9am-noon; meet at 
the Naperville Riverwalk Dandelion FountainFountain 
Earth Day April 22 - 40th Anniversary!  Watch for 
what Grace will be doing in Grace in Mission! 
“Be Green to Your Home” Event April 24 
10am-2pm at North Central College - FREE!  
Fair Trade Coffee Sales April 25, May 2 and 
May 9 in the Grace Church Activity Center 
Naperville Arbor Day Tree Sale April 25 at the 
Naperville Public Works facility (180 Fort Hill Dr.) 
Green Earth Institute Fair Day May 2 at Green 
Earth Institute (101S303 Knoch Knolls Rd.) - FREE! 
DuPage River Sweep May 22, 9am-noon; sign-ups 
at Grace later this month 

April 2010 

Holloway Memorial Supports Missions 
From Winnie Graver 
 

As we read and listen to reports of Grace mission 
trips to Kenya, Africa, and Volgograd, Russia, we ac-
knowledge the gift given by Glenna Holloway in mem-
ory of her husband, Robert Wesley Holloway, who 
died February 7, 1997.  During their almost 50 years 
together, Glenna and Robert lived in Japan and trav-
eled extensively.  This generous gift has not only sup-
ported our Kenya and Russia missions, but has also 
given aid to Methodist work in Myanmar, the Heifer 
Project, the Side-by-Side summer youth mission trip, 
and our Grace music ministry.  Glenna is a member of 
the Memorial Committee and writes:   
 

“As a ’People of Grace’ let us all prayerfully consider ways 
we can enhance the efficiency and beauty of our church, its 
ministry and the memory of loved ones who have passed 
away. The Grace Memorial Committee can help you decide 
what needs you would like to support with donations dedi-
cated to your own dear deceased.  Not only is this benefi-
cial to all members, it perpetuates the links to our past and 
the contributions of those who have gone before.  Your 
ideas and suggestions are always welcome.  Grace Church 
has a long history of involved, generous founders and sup-
porters, and with God’s blessings and your gifts, we shall 
continue to thrive and reach out to our community and 
world.  We also encourage gifts made in honor of a family 
member or friend.” 

Eight is Great  
From Ann Walczak 
 

“Dinners for Eight” is a wonderful opportunity for the people 
of Grace to socialize with fellow church members and get to 
know one another outside of our building.  Here are just some 
of the reasons I would encourage couples or singles to join  
Dinners for Eight: 
 

• It’s a great way to meet new people and get to know even 
better people you see on Sunday morning, but with whom 
you’ve never had an in-depth conversation. 

• This group shares lots of laughter, and sometimes we can 
get a bit crazy—no staid, serious, benign evenings!  For in-
stance, when I last hosted, we were ready for the blessing 
and someone broke into song (or hymn).  After a few gig-
gles, we decided that would be our blessing, and we all sang 
the familiar hymn together.  (I won’t go into the squirrel 
experience during that same evening!) 

• The goal is to mix up the members, so that no one is with 
the same group of people more than once per year. 

• Dinners for Eight is NOT for couples only!  Singles are 
MOST welcome; they can bring a guest, or the host can find 
a sub to fill the eighth place setting. 

• There is a list of subs to draw from, should someone not be 
able to attend a particular dinner.  We meet four times per 
year, October through May.          

   Want to learn more?  Call Ann Walczak at 630-357-7751 
 

It’s Cool in the furnace 
MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND!      By Lynn Leitzen 

 

What kind of name is that? It's 
the question asked frequently in 
the opening song of the Mother's 
Day weekend children's musical, 
It's Cool in the Furnace, as we are 
introduced to Daniel and three of 
his fearless friends, Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego. Based on 
the Old Testament story, this 
musical (written by Buryl Red and 
Grace Hawthorne) recounts the 
captivating tale of the fiery fur-

nace with humor, action, and spiritual heart. Because of the variety 
of popular musical genres featured and the timeless story of faith, 
"It's Cool" is celebrating its 35th year in publication. Many of you 
may remember its Grace debut in 1991 in the then-new Activity 
Center or, as many have shared, you remember performing 
it yourself! The May 8th (5:30pm) and 9th (11:00am) presenta-
tions will feature the Junior Singers, Cherub and Angelus Choirs, 
and Children's Bell Ensemble, and the acting debut of our very own  
"Mr. Bob" Rothe (long-time faithful servant of the children's music 
ministry) as the very "crabby—but loveable—King Nebuchadnez-
zar. Please join us as we share why "It's Cool in the Furnace"!  

“Mr. Bob” Rothe (center) rehearses 
“It’s Cool In the Furnace” with chil-
dren of the Grace music ministry. 

Vacation Bible School 
Vacation Bible School this summer is 
July 12-16, 9:00-11:30 a.m.  
Make this stellar “Galactic 
Blast” part of your child’s  
summer plans!  Register in the 
Activity Center on Sundays, the church office  
during the week, and online any time at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs.  Much help will be 
needed from both adults and teens!  Contact 
Margaret Harrison (630-355-1748, ext. 241) to 
volunteer or for further information.   

GO GREEN! 
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Remembering Weekday Children’s Center   By Ralph Keiser 

My wife, Marian Cro-
nin, and I first became 
aware of Weekday 
Children’s Center 
when we attended a 
lecture about the pro-
gram given by its for-
mer Director, Elaine 
Pauls.  Our son, Ste-
ven, was four years 
old at the time and 
had been in childcare 
since he was six 
months old. We en-
rolled him in the 
Weekday preschool 
program that fall and 
found the teachers to 
be well-educated early 
childhood profession-
als for whom caring 

for children was a 
labor of love. The 
Weekday philosophy 
of learning through 
play proved most  
effective, and we still 
marvel at the patience 
the Weekday teachers 
demonstrated on a 
daily basis!   
 

Steven transitioned 
into a full day child-
care program when it 
became available and 
into the after school 
care program when he 
entered kindergarten.  
A few years later, our 
son Ethan followed in 
his brother’s foot-
steps.  In time, my 

wife was asked to be 
one of seven Grace 
Church members on 
the Weekday Board of 
Directors and eventu-
ally became President, 
a position she held for 
many years.  Having 
had two sons go 
through Weekday’s 
preschool and after 
school programs, I too 
was willing to become 
a church member on 
the Board, a position I 
have held for four 
years.  
 

I have enjoyed renew-
ing my friendship with 
Erin Cetera, current 
Director of Weekday 

Children’s Center, as 
well as other Week-
day staff members. 
They have poured 
their heart and soul 
into their work, and 
this love shows in eve-
rything they do.  
 

It is with sadness and 
sincere gratitude that I 
acknowledge that 
Weekday Children’s 
Center ended its op-
erations on March 26, 
2010.  I will always 
remember the won-
derful stories of my 
sons and the friend-
ships they formed with 
the children of Week-
day Children’s Center.  

From the bottom of 
my heart, I say “Thank 
You!” to Elaine, Erin,  
the teaching staff, 
Grace members who 
have served on the 
Board, and all the par-
ents who enrolled 
their children in this 
wonderful program 
over the years.  
Weekday Children’s 
Center has helped us 
to raise fine sons and 
daughters, and we will 
be forever grateful. 
 

For 45 years, Weekday 
Children’s Center provided 
quality preschool and care 
to children of our church 
and the community.   

The Grace Concert Series has had some 
exciting events this season.  We had great 
audiences for our college choirs, selling out 
Wentz Hall completely for Millikin! We 
also had very strong attendance for the 
Agape Ringers and look forward to enthu-
siastic response to our remaining concerts 
(see below about Deanna Witkowski com-
ing April 25).  These are some positive 
signs that our series could impact our 
community, energize our church focus, 
and be financially viable.  We are at a 
crucial place in our planning.  Amid these 
signs of life, we know that we cannot 
function well while spreading our re-
sources thinly.  Here's what it will take to 
plan a 2010-2011 season and future 
seasons to come...   
 

A Grace Concert 
Series Steering  
Committee... 
 

• Are you a "doer" who can be "hands 
on" in making the series successful?   

• Are you willing to meet monthly to 
check in, help brainstorm, and take 
specific jobs with you?   

• Are you excited about the vision 
and potential of a series of many 
styles, from classical to gospel to 
jazz and children's events? 

• Do you have the skills and desire to 
do some of the following tasks? 

Communications—Real-world pro-
motion, including hanging posters, 
making calls, envisioning new ways to 
develop the series, managing news  
releases, representing the series to the 
congregation, church leadership, and 
the community. 
Receptions—Solicit, find, or buy food 
for receptions, manage set-up and 
clean-up, and make it look attractive. 
Ticket/Money Management—
Manage artists' contracts and ticket 
sales, request funds, keep accounts, 

work with church office and web site. 
Design and Database—Design post-
ers, brochures, ads and tickets. Main-
tain database of attendees and patrons.  
Manage electronic communications. 
Administration—Tie together all the 
communications, work with the 
church office, custodians, set-up and 
clean-up, coordinate communication 
among the Minister of Music and 
Steering Committee. 
Creative Dreamers!  Work with Dan 
Wagner and the Steering Committee 
on artistic direction, FUNdraising and 
patrons' events. 
 

If you think this could become a ministry 
you're passionate about, contact Dan 
Wagner at 630-355-1748, ext. 232, or 
danwagner@peopleofgrace.org.  Let’s make 
our unique, exciting, accessible, affordable 
Grace Concert Series a part of Grace for 
many years to come! 
 

“Music Close Enough to Touch!” 

Grace Concert Series Needs YOU!   From Dan Wagner, Minister of Music  

“One of the best of the new generation of jazz pianists.” 

 “Witkowski’s playing is consistently thrilling, and her musical imagination seems boundless.” 
 

‘02 Winner of the Great American Jazz Piano Competition 

“This music is healing to the soul” 
Deanna Witkowski at Grace UMC 4/25/10 4:00pm 
Tickets at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts or church office 

learn more at www.deannawitkowski.com 
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These past few months, walk-
ing the dark path of cancer 
surgery and treatment with 
my husband, I have had the 
privilege of experiencing very 
personally the power of 
God’s love and Holy Spirit.  It 
has released, surrounded, and 
upheld me and my family 
through the prayers of the 
people of Grace and those of 
our partner churches and 
friends in Russia, Kenya, 
Myanmar and those at Beth 
Shalom and the Islamic Cen-
ter of Naperville, as well as 
Rodney’s friends and col-
leagues at Edward Hospital, 
our friends at former 
churches, and our families. 
 

I tell you, the light of our 
God’s love CAN dispel the 
darkness, for those who be-
lieve.  Truly, we would not be 
slogging through this wilder-
ness nearly as well, in those 
days prior, nor in these days 
of the continuing struggle, 
without that Spirit and love 
to lift us up. 

As a pastor, I have always 
believed that prayer helps us 
and is necessary for us to 
know a continuing connection 
to God and one another.  But 
this time, it is very personal.  
And as I think and pray about 
our family’s journey, I know 
that our road has been very 
brief compared to some I 
have loved over the years.  
And our road has been much 
less difficult than some I have 
walked with as pastor and as 
niece.  But this time I am 
privileged to walk very 
closely—24/7—with my hus-
band, who is carrying this 
cross.  And all the prayers 
have made all the difference 
for me and for him. 
 

I believe that prayer opens us 
to receive and share the 
power and love of God’s 
Holy Spirit.  Remember that 
verse “behold I stand at the 
door and knock” and that 
famous painting of Jesus 
standing at a door with no 
door knob (it’s on our side).  

Prayer is when we open that 
door, so Christ can come in 
and channel God’s love and 
others’ love to and through 
us.  Prayer is when we let 
down our defenses, open up 
the walls of our personal 
space enough to seek God’s 
and others’ input for our 
situation, or God’s help for 
others we know need help.  
Prayer is us seeking, or rest-
ing, in the web of the Holy 
Spirit, which connects us to 
God’s love in Christ and oth-
ers. 
 

Our family still has a few 
months of recovery, for Rod-
ney’s throat to heal and diges-
tive system to begin to work 
well again, after these surger-
ies and treatments which 
have disabled these systems.  
We have felt your prayers 
and appreciated your support 
in so many ways—you have 
lifted us when we were down 
and carried us when we could 
not walk.  The Holy Spirit is a 
wonderful gift which our God 

and Christ 
have given 
us, to enable 
us to have 
this comfort, 
advocacy, and power available 
to assist and direct our en-
ergy. 
 

As we enjoy the season of 
Easter and look to Pentecost 
in May, let us remember the 
life and death and resurrec-
tion of our friend and Re-
deemer, Jesus Christ, who 
taught us so well the gifts and 
power of God’s Spirit and 
then gave it to us, so that we 
can carry on his mission of 
healing and love for our 
world. 
 

I thank God for you all, the 
wind beneath our wings, and 
look forward to serving 
Christ with you in the days 
and years to come. 
 

In Christ’ Love, 

Linking Up to Grace      By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

“One of God’s 
purposes for 
my life was 
revealed 
through my 
friendship with 
Florence 
Mubichi.  She 
used to tell me 
that she was 
simply the 
‘funnel through 
which God’s 
love flowed.’  

I’ve never known anyone who had such a 
powerful faith and resilience...she is truly 
one of a kind.  I imagine that when Flor-
ence arrived in heaven, Christ proclaimed 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’  
Thank you for changing our world, Flor-
ence.  You’ve made it a better place 
through your faith, strength and courage.  

Most importantly, thank you for sharing 
yourself and your love.  May the love of 
our risen Christ continue to bind us  
together forever.” 
   —Julie Utter 

Memories of Florence Mubichi     November 21, 1953-March 16, 2010  

“...Florence was and continues to be a 
true disciple.  There is no higher calling I 
can think of than that.  Even through the 
most difficult of life experiences, Flor-
ence’s faith shined on.  She once referred 
to James 1:2-4 in a letter to me:  ‘My 
brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of any kind, consider it nothing but 
joy, because you know that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance; and let 
endurance have its full effect, so that you 
may be mature and complete, lacking in 
nothing.’  We endured trials together, 
shared hugs and tears, laughter and 
prayers, compassion and love for God’s 
children...It was Florence’s invitation to  
‘come and see how God is working  

among my people’ that rooted my calling 
in Seeds of Grace.” 
  —Annette Swanson 
 
“On behalf of the Questors class, let me 
add our ‘Amen’ in praise of the spirit of 
Christ that flowed through Florence to all 
of us.  She was very strong and deter-
mined, but always humble before God 
and looking for His guidance.  Her exam-
ple inspired us.  She also opened our eyes 
to see the needs of her Kenyan communi-
ties in a very personal way.  She trans-
formed the sometimes numbing problems 
of a faraway place into real people-to-
people projects that we could actually 
help with.  We shall always remember 
her faithful chant ‘God is good all the 
time.  All the time, God is good.’” 
   —Betty Long 

 

 

Remembrances and memorial  
information continued next page... 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Mark Austry, cousin of Bob Pacanowski 
Marian Brown, mother of Bobbi Khant 
Florence Mubichi, friend of Grace Church 

Celebrations and Congratulations 

Gavin James, son of Melinda (Stevens) and Keith Roberts and 
grandson of Jim and Jeanette Stevens, was born on February 25 
Frances Hanrath and Neils Abderhalden were married on 
March 20 
Doris Nance celebrates her 99th birthday on April 27; please 
send greetings to 29W304 103rd St., Naperville, IL  60564 
Ruth Ladd celebrates her 106th birthday on April 28; please send 
greetings to 1320 Wisconsin St., Hudson, WI  54016 

Welcome, New Members! 
Names in bold indicate new member of Grace 

Jerry Cornett and wife Judy 
Bob and Beth Gregory and twins Claire & Owen 
Paul and Barbara Miller and children Peter & Christine 
Holly Patterson and husband, Craig, and children Lizzie & Chase 

Letters 

Dear Grace United Methodist Church, 
Thank you so much for sending me a care package!  It is always a bless-
ing to receive stuff from home!  Actually, I’m on my way to our Ivy 
Championship gymnastics meet and the food is a perfect snack. Thanks 
again so much. 
     Love, 
     —Lindsay Andsager 
Dear Grace UMC, 
Thank you so much for the care package you sent my husband.  He is 
probably going to Kuwait in November.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
     God Bless; Love the Lord, 
              —Shaun and Casey Toney 
Editor’s Note:  Casey Toney’s grandmother, Bettye Weber  
Wehrli, also wrote a note expressing thanks for the care packages 
prepared by Grace for our people in the military. 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
Thank you so much for all the cards, e-mails, prayers, and concerns for 
the passing of my sister, Fay Utterback.  
      —Landon Goad 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo 
of your pet, a friend’s or family member’s (no internet downloads 
or “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to  
gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church office, 
ATTN: Barb (originals will be returned upon request).  Please 
include your name, the animal’s name, and anything you’d like us 
to know about the animal or photo.   
 
 

From Bill Blake:  “My buddy Quincy passed away a year ago at 
the age of 17.  He had been my wife’s dog since we rescued him 
in Quincy, IL (hence, the name) when he was a puppy.  When 
she passed away 10 years ago, he suddenly became “my dog” 
and would never leave my side.  He followed me from room to 
room, always close by.  When I left the house, he would watch 
out the front window and run to the door to meet me when I 
returned.  He was a blessing to me during the lonely times after 
my wife died and seemed aware of my state of mind.  He was a 
great example of how a dog can be a loyal, devoted, forgiving, 
loving companion.  He’ll always have a special place in my heart.” 

Please be patient; photos are published in the order received.  We 
have animal photos through October and always welcome more! 

Remembering Florence Mubichi… 
“I will always remember Florence for her beautiful smile and her 
cheerful attitude and the wonderfully beautiful African dresses 
and matching head bandannas she used to wear.  I consider Flor-
ence as one of the most Christian people I have ever known, be-
cause she loved everybody and everybody loved her.  I am sure 
when Florence’s name came up to leave this mortal life, God sent 
her right up to the front of the line, because that is where she 
deserves to be.” 
     —Ralph Keiser 

“It is with sadness and joy that I write this note.  Sadness that 
Florence has passed, and joy for the presence she had in our 
lives.  A light has dimmed on two continents, but is not extin-
guished...When she first came to know us, she teased us about 
our accents and how hard we were to understand.  Of course, 
that caused us all to laugh a lot, as we were thinking the exact 
opposite!  Florence will always be remembered in our hearts for 
her love of God, her care giving to others, and her joy in life.  We 
mourn her passing but embrace her example in life.”          

           —Julie McCutcheon 

G!lorence Mubichi came to the family of Grace in 2001, when 
she was working on her master’s degree in nursing at Benedictine 

University.  During her short time at Grace, Florence joined the Questors 
Sunday School class, Caring Bible Study, and made a lasting impact on 
our faith community, one that inspired Julie Utter and Annette Swan-
son’s Seeds of Grace, a non-profit organization dedicated to empowering 
Kenyan families and orphans with education, shelter and proper nutri-
tion.  You may share your well wishes, thoughts or memories of Florence 
in a condolence guestbook at: 
www.a-free-guestbook.com/guestbook.php?username=Florence2010.  
If you would like to contribute to a memorial fund benefiting the Miriam 
Kanana Mubichi Foundation (established in honor of Florence’s daugh-
ter, who was killed by a motorist in 2003, and supporting those projects 
Florence held close to her heart), you may make a check payable to 
GUMC, noting “MKMF/Seeds of Grace” on the memo line, and drop it 
in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.  You may also make 
a credit card donation at www.seedsofgracesite.org.   

April 2010 

Quincy 


