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Don’t Miss  

“Women’s Night Together”! 
Friday, April 24, 6Friday, April 24, 6--10pm10pm 

Featuring Keynote Speaker Rev. C. Kay Turner on 
“Tending the Garden of Your Soul” 

Also features delicious dinner of flatbread pizzas and  
salads, plus your choice of two of the following workshops  

from trained experts in their fields:   
The Power & Promise of Yoga ∙ Strong Connections: Fitness for 

Life ∙ Prayer & Contemplation ∙ Cooking with Herbs ∙  
Coping with Loss ∙ The ABCs of Stress Management 

 

 
$25 per person in advance or $35 at the door. 
Register in the church office or online at 

www.peopleofgrace.org/wnt 

 

Final ACO Concert April 25 

In four-concert residency this inaugural season of 
the Grace Concert Series, the acclaimed Advent 
Chamber Orchestra will perform its last concert 
of the season on Saturday, April 25, 8:00 p.m.  
The ACO will present “Hebrew Melodies,” in-

cluding Ravel’s Kaddish, S. Prokofiev’s Overture on 
Hebrew Themes, and other works by Weiner, 
Perlman, Achron, Ben-Haim, and Weil, with 
David Goldstein as cantor.  If you haven’t yet 
experienced this young, energetic ensemble, 

don’t miss your chance!  Tickets are $20 
adults/$16 seniors 65+/$10 students in advance 

or $22/$18/$10 at the door.   
Purchase advance tickets in the church office or 

online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts. 
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Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 
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G ood Friday wor-
shipers experi-

enced something 
new and very special 
this year—an original 
composition by 
Grace composer-in-
residence Bonnie 
Johansen-Werner, 
entitled “Tree of An-
guish-Tree of Hope—The Seven Last 
Words of Christ.”  Created for choir 
and woodwind trio, string quartet, 
organ and African percussion, the 
work was conceived nearly two years 
ago in a Lenten committee meeting 
when someone expressed a desire for 
another Good Friday service featuring 
the organ and choral interpretations 
of the Passion. 
 

“Tree of Anguish-Tree of Hope,” pre-
sented by the Grace Youth Chorale 
and instrumentalists, is that and much 
more.  Juxtaposing Christ’s seven last 
words with music incorporating the 

poetry of Naperville 
poet and Grace 
member Glenna  
Holloway and AIDS 
orphan Purity 
Karimi, portions of 
The Magnificat, 
prose from some of 
the Lost Boys of the 
Sudan, and hymns 

from Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley, 
Bonnie’s composition effected a 
poignant, often haunting portrayal of 
not only Christ’s suffering, but the 
suffering of humankind. 
 

In response to prayer between each 
word, the congregation sang variations 
of Bonnie’s original chorus, “To Love 
Your Word.”  Perhaps more than any 
other text in this stirring new work, 
the mystery and hope of Christ’s res-
urrection can be captured in these 
words from AIDS orphan Purity 
Karimi:  “I don't know who you are, 
but I am with you.”   

Sacred Sojourn  
A Spiritually Formative  
Experience for Children 

Beginning April 19 through the 
end of May during our 11:00 wor‐
ship service, children ages four 
through 5th grade will gather in a 
sacred space to worship and pray 
the way children do:  with awe 
and wonder.  Accompanied by 
others in our multi‐generational 
Grace community, children will be 
guided into various modes of 
prayer, movement, liturgy and 
rituals that are steeped in our rich 
heritage, yet relevant to children 
today.  Let’s imagine our children 
growing in their faith and love for 
Jesus!  For further information, 
contact Rev. Nicole Snyder (630‐
219‐3447) or Margaret Harrison 
(630‐355‐1748, ext. 241).   

Good Friday Premieres Original Composition 

 
Special thanks to our “Cultivating Fruitfulness” small group study leaders and  
participants, Wednesday evening Lenten task force and teams, and Lenten tree artists  
Margaret Harrison, Deb Kwiatt, Renée Roscoe-Morrison and Christine Thompson 

Radical Hospitality 
         Passionate Worship 
             Risk-taking Mission and Service 
                      Intentional Faith Development 
         Extravagant Generosity 

 

OUR FRUITFUL CHURCH FAMILY! 
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Pastor’s Journal  
  

Family Values in Economically Difficult Times       

        
Where is God in the competition for your time and attention?  If you have a hard time answering 
that question, don’t be alarmed – you are not alone.  Many families have difficulty setting their pri-
orities.  This year’s economic concerns and workplace cutbacks have made finding an answer to 

this question imperative.  It used to be that many families could try to “do it all” – we made choices by choosing to give 
everyone every opportunity.  When we rediscover the limitations and boundaries of life, how do we go about making 
tough choices? 
 

“Family values” is the theme of our worship services in the weeks after Easter.  We are going to look at how we make 
choices.  We will look at the family and the basis of religion and our economy and what this means for our decisions.  
We will look at the ways we instill our family values in our children, whether intentionally or unintentionally, through 
the family rituals we create and the trust (or distrust) we inspire. 
 

Also in the weeks after Easter, the children of Grace are invited into a “Sacred Sojourn” during the 11:00 worship hour 
on Sunday.  Under the leadership of Rev. Nicole Snyder, Grace children will learn about and experience worship as it is 
designed for them.  We will help families by offering an opportunity to worship with our Praise Team at the beginning of 
the 11:00 service, and then the children will leave the Sanctuary and go to the Chapel for their own worship experience. 
 

Be at Grace for the season after Easter as we work together with parents to raise up healthy, faithful families! 
          
         Grace and Peace, 
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By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair 
 

The Lenten Season is 
behind us, and signs of 

new life are emerging all around. The 
witch hazel has already flowered out at 
Morton Arboretum! Cilia is blooming 
in the sun, daffodils and tulips are pok-
ing up, and if you look closely at the 
buds on your bushes and trees, you’ll 
see they’ve begun to swell and green 
up, too. We’ve had a few days of shirt 
sleeve weather, but it’s still too early 
to put those sweaters away. Take a 
moment to step outside, walk around, 
take in the warmth of the sun, smell 
the fresh new growth. Listen to the 
excitement of the birds, now busy pair-
ing up and finding materials for their 
nests. The promise of spring emerging 
from the cold of winter is truly a spe-
cial time. 
 

And so it is for Grace, too, as we con-
tinue to forge ahead with our focus on 

the family. United Methodist Women 
have been delighted to have Grace 
Youth Pastor Howie Snyder as guest 
speaker at many of their circle meet-
ings. Howie has been giving folks a 
chance to get to know him better and 
providing updates on what’s happening 
with Grace youth ministry. Fundraisers 
for summer youth missions are in full 
swing, and we hope you’ll support 
these efforts, either by attending the 
fundraisers or offering your financial 
support in the orange shareholder en-
velopes in the pews.  
 

Grace Trustees have approved the use 
of a plot of our property behind the 
Activity Center for a vegetable garden, 
sponsored by the Church and Society 
Committee. The plan is to provide op-
portunities for our children to follow 
the whole process of planting, nurtur-
ing, growing, and eventually harvesting 
crops from our own plot. Excess pro-
duce will be donated to Hesed House. 
There are also plans underway to pro-

vide opportunities for Grace children 
to contribute to our landscaping 
around the building. 
 

On a broader scale, I believe we are in 
the early stage of a transformation of 
our society and culture. Evidence of 
overconsumption and limits to natural 
resources are all around us, making it 
increasingly difficult to rationalize away 
the excess of recent times. Now more 
than ever, we need to draw upon our 
American character of inventiveness 
and spirit to tackle tough challenges. 
Each of us as individuals needs to step 
up and reconsider what we do and 
how we do it in our lives. Can we con-
serve energy? Can we avoid waste? 
Can we live in a way that adds value to 
our world, not diminish it?  We should 
consider what we can do as a commu-
nity of Grace to make a positive impact 
on the world around us. Give it some 
thought. And, as always, be sure to 
wear your name tag and greet some-
one you don’t know! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

April Women’s Circles 
Ruth met April 15 in the home of 
Wanda Jones and made comfort pil-
lows; Martha-Esther meets April 
21, 9:15-11:15 a.m., in the Fireside 
Room.  We’ll be “Stampin’ Up” for 
charity, Mistletoe Marketplace, and 
ourselves!  Mary meets April 21, 9:15 
a.m., at Lorraine Scoville’s, featuring 
Miriam Lehman’s program on the 
American Indian.  Remember to bring 
your donations for Loaves & 
Fishes...Sarah meets April 21, 9:15 
a.m., in the home of Darlene Noeren-
berg.  Rev. Doug Bonebrake will pre-
sent “Christian Origins of Social Ser-
vice”...Priscilla will meet April 21, 
7:00 p.m., in the home of Margaret 
Schmitt.  Our program is “Prepared to 
Care,” and we’ll be collecting supplies 
for Church World Service kits.   
 

UMW Book Group meets Wednes-
day, April 22, 12:45 p.m. in the home 
of Marilyn McKay.  We will discuss 
Skeletons at the Feast, by Chris Boh-
jalian.  Note:  We will read The Guern-
sey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society in 
May instead of April, in order to pur-
chase the soft cover version. 
 

Women’s Night Together 4/24 
Advent Chamber Orchestra 4/25 
See back cover for more on both events 
 

Rebuilding Together-Aurora 4/25 
See page 6 
 

Fashion Extravaganza! 
Marcy-Newberry Association, a Grace 
mission, is hosting its annual Luncheon 
and Fashion Show on Saturday, April 
25, at the Lexington House (7717 W. 
95th St. in Hickory Hills).  This is a 
fabulous fashion event you don’t want 
to miss!  Tickets are $50 per person, 
benefiting Chicago children and fami-
lies.  Call 312-829-7555 for tickets.   
 

 

UMW General 
Meeting May 7 
All women are wel-
come to attend United 
Methodist Women’s 
general meeting and 
luncheon on Thursday, 
May 7, 9:15 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.  Our pro-
gram on Native Ameri-
cans will be presented 
by Rev. Danira Parra; meeting hosted 
by Mary Circle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Choral Concert  
Join in us worship Sunday, May 17, 
8:15 and 9:30 a.m., for a “Spring Mas-
terworks Choral Celebration,” featur-
ing the Chancel Choir and instrumen-
talists.  What a way to welcome spring! 
 

Suds on Sunday! 
Back again this year, Youth Ministry’s 
“Suds on Sunday” car wash will be on 
Sunday, May 31, benefiting summer 
youth missions to New Orleans and St. 
Louis.  Bring a dirty car to church, 
drive home a clean one (your own!) 
 

“Special Consensus”Closes Out  
Inaugural GCS Season 
Enjoy live bluegrass in our own 
“Naper-vinia” outdoor setting May 31, 
1:30 p.m.  Chicago’s own, and one of 
the finest.  Bring your chairs and  

blankets (concert will be held indoors 
if weather is inclement).  Tickets are 
$10 adults/$8 seniors 65+/$5 for stu-
dents in advance and $12/$10/$5 at the 
door.  Purchase advance tickets online 
at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts or 
in the church office. 
 

Got Questions?  Join “Living the 
Questions,” an exciting new look at 
the Christian faith—a safe place to ask 
your questions!  Sunday mornings at 
11:00 a.m., Room 250, with Pastor 
Don and Rev. Dr. Carol Findon. 
 

An All-American Family Outing! 
Families, join Fellowship of Christian 
Men Saturday, July 25, for a picnic 
with all the trimmings and games for 
the kids, followed by a Kane County 
Cougars game!  Sign ups are due June 
14; please contact Bob Pacanowski at  
bobfod@aol.com or 630-983-6031. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online 
at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

April 2009 

The deadline for May 
Grace Notes is:  

Monday, April 27 
 

Grace Notes is published for the 
members and friends of Grace 

United Methodist Church.  Submit 
news to Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 
phone at 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748 ∙ www.peopleofgrace.org 

Grace youth’s  
30-hour famine 
raises $4,500+! 
Many thanks to all 
who supported our 
youth in their 30-hour 
Famine March 20-21.  
They raised over $4,500 in support of hungry children!  
That alone feeds 13 children for an entire year!   

BLESSING OF THE 
BIKES! 

 

Sat., May 16, 10:00 am 
Motorcyclists and anyone who 
wants to come out and enjoy a 

beautiful spring morning, join us at 
our annual Blessing of the Bikes 

service and light breakfast. Pastor 
Don Niswonger will offer blessings 
for a safe and enjoyable riding sea-
son.  Join us in the lower parking 
lot, then we’ll all go for a ride! 



April 2009 
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L earning an entire musical is hard 
work, but each year, the task is 
made a little easier and a lot more 

fun with an annual Friday night Lock-in 
for participants from the Angelus, 
Cherub and Junior Singers choirs.  On 
March 6, the excited children gathered 
for a pizza dinner and fun activities 
designed to give them a better under-
standing of the greater biblical signifi-
cance behind this year’s musical, enti-
tled “Are We There Yet? The Story of 
Moses and the Exodus.”  Crafts in-
cluded putting together a frog (one of 
the plagues) and a foam project involv-
ing Moses parting the Red Sea.   
 

During rehearsal time, the children 
learned about Moses and his reluc-
tance to be God’s chosen one.  A song 
from the musical, “The Ten Plagues,” 
came to life in a light-hearted relay 
race.  While the plagues were anything 
but light-hearted, said director Lynn 
Leitzen, “We chose to focus on the 
Passover and its meaning instead.”  

The children had to 
“jump” the blood-red 
Nile, leap like frogs, 
“exterminate” the 
gnats and flies, stick 
“boils” on the 
Pharoah (played hum-
bly by choir helper 
Bob Rothe), and the 
like. 
 

When the younger 
choirs were dismissed 
at 8:00 p.m., the Jun-
ior Singers (who spent the night) took 
part in a scavenger hunt that took 
them all over the dark, empty church.  
They also played White Elephant Bingo 
and took a final romp in the Activity 
Center, complete with parachute 
games and volleyball.  In the morning, 
the youngsters were treated to 
“monkey bread,” an annual favorite.  
Special thanks to all the parents who 
donated food and time—especially 
those “overnight warriors”!—our 

gifted accompanist Sherri Nagy, “Mr. 
Bob” Rothe, Dana Nadherny, Ilona 
Truckenbrod, and Sue Riedinger.  This 
event would not be possible without 
our many helpers! 

Annual Lock-in Sets Stage for Mother’s Day Children’s Musical  

 

Don’t Miss “Are We There 
Yet” in worship on Sat., May 9, 
5:30 pm, and Sunday, May 10 
(Mother’s Day!) at 11:00 am 

Rebuilding Together-
Aurora Needs YOU! 

F or the past 
several 

years, on the last 
Saturday in April, 
Thatch Irwin and 
a team of skilled 
and unskilled 
volunteers have 
traveled to 
Aurora, IL, to 
help refurbish a 

home of a family in need.  This year, 
we’re going on Saturday, April 25, to 
give a facelift to another family’s home.  
We need both skilled and unskilled 
workers, so don’t be daunted if you’re 
not handy!  Sweat equity, elbow 
grease, and goodwill go a very long 
way!  Workers under the age of 18 
must be accompanied by an adult.  
Please contact Thatch Irwin at  
tirwin@wideopenwest.com or 630-
961-3278 if you can join us this year.   

Children’s choir members play parachute games at 
their March 6 Lock-in. 

Grace Members Attend Muslim Interfaith Banquet 
 

B ishop Hee-Soo Jung and Dr. Zaher Sahloul of the 
Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago 

led an interfaith banquet on March 31 at North Central Col-
lege, featuring keynote speaker Dr. Kenneth L. Vaux, Professor 

of Theological Ethics at Garrett Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary.  In attendance were Christian and Muslim NCC students, Bishop 
Mawia of Myanmar, and Grace Commission on Religion and Race members 
Ralph Keiser, Bob Elazan and Steve Southworth.  Also from Grace were Rev. 
Im Jung, Mary Eesley and her daughter, Rev. Jane Eesley, and Bobbi Khant.   
 

At tables of ten, 150 Methodists and Muslims ate and shared their faith to-
gether, honoring one another’s prayer traditions in an attitude of mutual re-
spect.  Dr. Vaux encouraged participants to ponder how the Divine Word 
comes to us in personal faith, in our different faith traditions, and in interfaith 
dialogue in our daily lives.  “What kinds of actions by United Methodists and 
Muslims, if done together in our communities to promote a society of justice 
and peace, excite your table and call you to engagement?” posed Dr. Vaux.   
 

“We all walked away feeling as if we had taken part in being peace-makers 
for God,” said Ralph Keiser.  “It was truly a rewarding experience and one 
that we trust will be ongoing.  I feel very proud of Bishop Jung and the 
United Methodist Church for being responsible for such an important en-
deavor.” 

April 2009 
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D on’t we all love 
to experience 

spring, just as if we 
were children again? 
Springtime fills us with 
hope and excitement 
about the return of 
grass, flowers and eve-
rything green.  And it 
also fills us with the 
joy we feel when we 
remember the resur-
rection of Jesus. 
 

Now we have some-
thing else to be joyous 
about.  In case you 
have not heard, we 
have our own new and 
exciting movement 
here at Grace.  The 
Church and Society 
Committee has been 
re-established and is 
taking Grace on a new 
path…a green one!  
As in the past, Church 

and Society sup-
ports various commu-
nity outreach pro-
grams, such as Ecu-
menical Adult Care 
and Samaritan Inter-
faith Counseling, but 
our environmental 
programs are brand-
new.  Even though we 
are just starting out, 
we are already making 
rapid progress on sev-
eral initiatives, as we 
strive to protect our 
world and help others 
at the same time. 
 

For those who enjoy 
gardening and are 
looking to participate 
in outdoor activities, 
we will soon have a 
garden right here at 
Grace!  Our team is 
making plans for a 
small vegetable garden, 
which will be located 
along the lower back 

parking lot.  This will 
be an area where we 
can hone our garden-
ing skills and then do-
nate our produce to 
local food pantries.  
We are tentatively 
planning to break 
ground the weekend 
of April 25, so watch 
for more details if you 
are interested in help-
ing out. 
 

On May 16, we will 
participate in the 
DuPage River Sweep, 
helping to beautify a 
section of the river 
right on our own 
Grace property.  You 
can get more informa-
tion about this event 
at our sign-up table in 
the Activity Center on 
April 26, May 3, and 
May 10.  We’ll be 
there between wor-
ship services, so stop 

by and see us!  We’ll 
also be selling Fair 
Trade coffee, tea and 
chocolate on those 
days.  This is the very 
same coffee that is 
served at Fellowship 
Hour in the Activity 
Center, and we’ll have 
a variety available...so 
get ready to stock up 
on your favorites.  
The coffee, tea and 
chocolate have been 
purchased from the 
UMCOR Coffee Pro-
ject and its partner 
Equal Exchange, which 
is a 100% fair trade, 
worker-owned coop-
erative.  Supporting 
these organizations 
allows small-scale 
farmers to earn a fair 
wage, improve their 
farms and care for 
their environment. 
 

Church and Society is 

also working to im-
prove our recycling 
efforts and to use sus-
tainable resources 
whenever possible.  
Watch for changes 
throughout Grace, and 
consider making the 
same changes at 
home, if you haven’t 
already.  Check out 
our bulletin board 
near the Activity Cen-
ter for our upcoming 
events and dates and 
for other ways to care 
for our planet.  We’re 
proud of our progress, 
and you should be 
too!  God has blessed 
us with a beautiful 
world, and I believe he 
expects us to care for 
it deeply.  Feel free to 
get excited with us 
and Go Green with 
Grace! 
 

 CHURCH AND SOCIETY By Chris St. John  

On April 9, 2009, Neuqua 
Valley High School’s fitness 
center was officially dedi-
cated the Tom Schlegel Fit-
ness Center, in honor of the 
NVHS physical education 

teacher who inspired so many, both at 
his school and here at Grace, where 
he was an active member before suc-
cumbing to a blood cancer in October 
of 2006.  Sporting a sign that says “Live 
Your Legacy,” watermarked with an 
image of Tom, the newly dedicated 
fitness center is alive with Tom’s ro-
bust spirit of living life to its absolute 
fullest.   
 

“Tom left a legacy that will forever 
transcend the halls of Neuqua Valley 
High School,” said NVHS P.E. Depart-
ment Chair David Perry.  “You could 
set your watch to Tom coming in early  

to open the fitness 
center to work out.  
Oftentimes, he’d 
struggle to get his 
own workout in be-
cause he’d end up 
helping out the stu-
dents who were in 
there lifting.  He 
would drop what he 
was doing to give his 
undivided attention to 
others.” 
 

For Tom’s wife, Julie, 
and their children, 
Sam and Nikki, the 
dedication was particularly special.  “It 
was such an honor for everyone, and I 
know Tom would have been so hum-
bled by it all. The whole event was 
wonderful and a great reflection of 

how much Tom poured into his job at 
Neuqua.  It was more than a job to 
him; all of the people in the depart-
ment there were like family. We will 
always remember this night!”  
 

Neuqua Valley High School Dedicates Tom Schlegel Fitness Center 

Attendees at the April 9 dedication of the Neuqua Valley High 
Tom Schlegel Fitness Center survey a new sign, featuring Tom’s 
image and his creed of “Live Your Legacy.”   
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He is risen!  He is risen indeed!   
Thanks be to God for the Great News 
of Christ's resurrection for OUR lives!  
How does this Great News impact 
your life?  Do you have more hope for 
the future?  More strength to get 
through your hard places?  More trust 
in God to bring goodness into your 
family life?  More confidence in the 
promise of eternal life and our reunion 
with saints gone before?  The crucifix-
ion and resurrection of Christ are the 
BEST news our God offers us—both 
for our lives now and our eternal life! 
All of the above life changes, and more, 
can flow into our hearts and our daily 
decisions and actions when we believe, 
with passion, in Christ's and God's pas-
sion for us.  I pray that our recent 
church studies and Lenten devotional 
booklet have brought new insights for 
growing and living into your faith.  I 
know that the Sisters and Disciple 
studies that I do with our Grace folks 
offer me many "growing edges" to pon-

der and apply in my life. 
 

As we move into the Easter season 
now, we run with the Disciples, from 
the empty tomb to homes and commu-
nities where we can share the news 
that Christ is risen indeed, and death 
and suffering and sin have no more ulti-
mate power over our lives.  God will 
raise us and save us, just as he has 
promised, with Christ.  We can live 
freely and boldly, with integrity, 
through suffering and sorrow, knowing 
that God is truly with us and will never 
desert us.  He will bring us new life—in 
this world and the next. 
 

This Great News is not ours to keep, it 
is ours to SHARE—to go and tell oth-
ers, to witness to the resurrection 
power of God as it keeps surfacing in 
our everyday lives.  Look, new life 
here!  Look, new life there!  New be-
ginnings, new opportunities, new love,  
new hope.  Where can we help people 
identify God's presence in their lives?  

Let us invite them—to 
our homes, to music 
events at Grace, to 
celebrate God's pres-
ence and love with us in worship, to 
study God's word with us in Bible 
study or in our Sunday School class.  
This is the job Jesus entrusts to us at 
Pentecost and in the Great Commis-
sion—to bring the power of his Spirit, 
his Truth, his Life to all others in our 
world, so no one has to live life alone, 
without hope, with no future.   
 

Our Wednesdays of Lent helped us to 
explore our fruitfulness, sharing the 
blessings of faith after we had unbound 
our hearts.  Now our Easter challenge 
is to believe the Good News and tes-
tify to others about it!  Our journey of 
faith continues, and the abundance of 
God's love flows into us and through 
us, we pray, to the world. 
 

On the journey with you, 

April 2009 

Linking Up to Grace     By Pastor Lisa Telomen  

W e had warm, 
wonderful 

weather March 21, 
when the Grace 
Youth Bell Ensemble 
went “caroling” at 
two local nursing 
centers.  At Inde-
pendence Village, 
our first stop, many 
of the residents 
loved watching all 
the movement, the  
talk Mrs. Sterchi (our 
director) gave, and 
even sang along with 
the pieces. We also 
took time to answer 
some questions 
about our bells.  It 
was a wonderful 
time of sharing our 

love of hand-
bells with peo-
ple who enjoy 
music.  Youth 
Bell Ensemble 
ringers include 
Ben Ameiss, 
Nick Ameiss, 
Marc Ceruti, 
Claire Leitzen, 
Michelle Riedinger, 
Rachel Sterchi, and 
Amber Watkins.  
Adult helpers are 
Cheryl and David 
Ameiss, Darrel Ried-
inger and Cynthia 
Rupp, without whom 
we could not do any 
of this!  After pack-
ing up the van at 
Sunrise Senior Living, 

our final stop, we 
celebrated a job well 
done with a pizza 
party at Lou Mal-
natiʼs. It has been a 
fun and wonderful 
first year for our 
Youth Bell Ensemble! 
 

The ensemble played 
at the Maundy 
Thursday Service on 
April 9, and they will 

play at Con-
firmation Sun-
day on May 
17, 11:00 
a.m., as well 
as in a Sunday 
School class 
on April 26 to 
hopefully en-
courage more 

children to join our 
bell choirs. It has 
been a wonderful, 
fulfilling year working 
with these youth and 
seeing them grow 
and mature into re-
sponsible, giving 
young adults. I canʼt 
wait to see what 
we’ll do next year! 

Youth Bells Bring Spring Cheer to Area Nursing Homes 
By Cheryl Ameiss 

Remember Your  
Food Donations! 

 

Each day in the news, we 
hear about another company 
laying off its employees.  As a 
result, the food pantries in 
our area are seeing a great 
increase in the number of 
people they are helping to 
feed.  On the first Sunday of 
each month, the Grace Hun-
ger Committee asks that our 
congregation bring in grocer-
ies for an area food pantry.  
May 3 will be our next col-
lection, benefiting Loaves & 
Fishes here in Naperville.  If 
you would prefer to make a 
monetary donation, you may 
do so in the ceramic “love 
loaf” at the back of the sanc-
tuary.  Every dollar you do-
nate yields $10 of groceries!  

  

Submitted by Catherine Page 

April 2009 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Neil Cronin, nephew of Marian Cronin 
Arthur and Luzmila Dahlson, father and mother of 
Christine Dahlson-Rutherford 
Bunny Dunlap, aunt of Joe Schofield 
Harold Clay Ecton, father of Harold Ecton II 
Connie Kottis, mother of Nick Kottis 
Percival Turner, father of Rev. C. Kay Turner 
Cheryl Verble, dear friend of Gaye Lynn Loufek 

Baptisms 
 

Caroline Grace, daughter of Brian and Kristin Impey, 
was baptized on March 8 
Riley Anne, daughter of David and Kimberly Sloan, 
was baptized on March 8 
Kim Hunziker was baptized on March 15 
Daniel Lewis was baptized on March 15 
Keira Quinn, daughter of Glen Khant and Karrie Mar-
ino-Khant and granddaughter of Bobbi and Al Khant, 
was baptized on March 21 
Brady Edward, son of Jeff and Janet Eden and grand-
son of John and Sarah Reid, was baptized on April 11 

Celebrations 
 

Emmet Aaron, son of Josh and Christine Freeman, 
was born on February 27 
William James, son of Rebekah Johansen-Ahrens and 
Mark Ahrens and grandson of Bonnie Johansen-Werner 
and Duane Werner, was born on March 16 
Ruth Ladd, Grace’s oldest member, will be 105 on 
April 28; please send cards to 1320 Wisconsin St., Hud-
son, WI  54016 
Doris Nance, our next oldest member, will be 98 on 
April 27; please send cards to 29W304 103rd St., Na-
perville, IL  60564 

New Members 
Names in bold face indicate members of Grace 

Tom and Terri Appelhans, Sarah Barnard and 
her son Alec Malooley, Christopher and Suzanne 
Blazek and their sons Nicholas and Patrick, Tom Bid-
die and Karen Roy and their daughters Maxine and 
Alexandra Biddie, Kim Hunziker, Dan and Heather 
Lewis and their children Haley, Eric and Andy, Brian 
McComb, and Chuck and Jeni Schneider and their 
children Joshua and Jessica.   

Concerns 
 

Please be in prayer for the recovery of our dear friend 
Florence Mubichi, who underwent a difficult surgery 
on March 16.     

If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share, please 
contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-1748, ext. 240,  

or gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org. 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or ani-
mal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them 
in the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will 
be returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the 
animal’s name, and anything you’d like us to know about the 
animal or photo. 

This is Missy, a 
nine-year-old 
tabby cat who 
is the epitome 
of “Fraidy Cat,” 
according to 
her owner, 
Cynthia Rupp.  
She was 
adopted from 
the ADOPT 
organization to 
be a constant 

companion to Herb Rupp through his struggle with Alz-
heimer’s Disease, a job she did perfectly.  She is now 
Cynthia’s perfect companion. 

Missy 

 Grace Staff Welcomes 
Julie Schlegel 
 

Julie Schlegel is the newest mem-
ber of our church staff, assisting 
Business Manager Bob Poland 
with various administrative tasks 
8-10 hours per week on Mon-
days, Wednesdays/Thursdays.  
Looking to fill a few additional part-time hours, the exer-
cise physiologist and personal trainer has been a member 
of Grace since she and her late husband Tom were mar-
ried here in 1994.  “Working at Grace, I have learned 
that there is so much behind the scenes to running a 
church, and Grace does an amazing job!” said Julie.  Julie’s 
ministry passions include helping in her children’s Sunday 
School classes, ChristCare groups, and worshiping in 
Grace’s contemporary praise service.  When her “two 
great kids,” Sam (10) and Nikki (9), are older, she would 
like to participate in mission trips as well.  Julie’s hobbies 
include biking, hiking, spending time with friends and fam-
ily, and reading a great book.   
 

Said Julie, “I’m learning every day about various office 
tasks, data entry, and computer software that I haven’t 
used much.  Every day presents a new challenge!”  

mailto:gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org�
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