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Grace Church has begun the year 
2007 well, with approval of a budget 
that is able to accommodate propos-
als from all of our church commit-
tees.  The Giving Campaign to fund 
2007 is projected to be right on  
target.  Thanks to everyone for your 
support!   
 

Our Capital Campaign, which funded 
the organ, chancel and sanctuary re-
construction, and refurbishing of our 
hallways and classrooms, is coming 
to the end of its three-year cycle.   
All who have yet to complete their 
pledge payments, please do so.  We 
project to come up short of our  
$1.5 million commitment by about 
$200,000, so every dollar counts! 
 

We are also in the process of  
reviewing and revising our Grace 

Vision and Mission statements.  
Where are we heading; what is our 
purpose, our passions?  What unites 
us in thought and commitment, now 
that our church has changed in many 
ways over the past several years? 
 

Using E. Carver McGriff and M. Kent 
Millard�s book The Passion Driven Con-
gregation (which focuses on the min-
istry at St. Luke�s UMC in Indianapo-
lis, so similar to Grace in its charac-
ter and heritage of missions and re-
sponsive caring) as a catalyst, we 
have developed draft Vision and Mis-
sion statements for Grace.  We will 
be widening the circle of these dis-
cussions beyond the Church Council 
and will value your thoughts and 
ideas over the next several months. 
 

Blessing of the Bikes! 
Join us Saturday, May 19, 10:00 a.m., 
in the lower church parking lot for  
the 6th Annual Blessing of the Bikes!  
Come early for a delicious breakfast 
from Belgio�s.  We�ll have music from 
our own Praise Team and a visit from 
Didi Foley of 95.9 FM �The River.�  
Following Pastor Don Niswonger�s 
blessings for a safe and enjoyable  
riding season, we�ll all take a ride!   
See www.peopleofgrace.org for more  
information. 
 

Breakfast Features 
Renowned Author 
Join Samaritan Interfaith Counseling�s 
�Focus on Faith� Breakfast May 8, 
7:30 a.m. at Naperville�s Holiday Inn 
Select, where best-selling author An-
drew Carroll will discuss the impor-
tance of religion and faith during times 
of war.  Contact Ginny Lacy at 420-
7440 for ticket information. 

Church Council Update         from John Bodine 
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Building up the church 

to the glory of God. 
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Tools of Faith 
Years ago, I received a tool box as a present.  In it was a set of socket wrenches with a ratchet handle.  
I had never owned a tool like this before.  I had no need of it. 
 
Not long after, I was trying to tighten the bolts that held our bed together.  They were difficult to 

reach, but the socket set made quick work of the project.  It was not long before I found many uses for this new tool set.  
Today, I have no idea how a person can get by in this world without complete SAE and Metric sets with extensions and 
deep sockets and breaker bars and� 
 
There once was a time when no tasks in my life required this tool.  Now I cannot get along without it.  The right tool 
makes all the difference.  An old saying goes, �If the only tool I have is a hammer, all problems look like a nail.�  If the 
tools for tackling spiritual tasks are those I learned in kindergarten, then all spiritual problems look like learning to play 
well with others.  Finding other effective tools allows me to take on life�s complexity. 
 
I find the hand tools I need at the hardware store, and I find the tools for spiritual dilemmas among people that seek 
them.  In my community of faith, I find tools I never knew I needed, but now I find I cannot live without. 
 
         Grace and Peace, 
           

April 2007 

For many, the decision to seek  
emotional counseling is a difficult one.  
Once the decision is made, there are 
other questions to ponder.  Whom to 
see?  Will we come from the same 
perspective on life?  For Christians, 
these questions are particularly tough, 
as the world sees emotional healing in 
a very different light than those who 
put God first. 
 
For people of faith, pastoral counseling 
offers spiritual resources as well as 
psychological expertise for emotional 
healing and growth.  Grace Church�s 
�Springs of Grace� pastoral counseling 
service combines both theology and 
psychology.  Rev. Dr. Carol Findon, an 
ordained minister in the United Meth-
odist Church since 1985 and a  
Licensed Clinical Professional Coun-
selor who has ministered for 18 years 
to people through pastoral counseling 
and psychotherapy, now offers em-
pathic, compassionate counseling  
exclusively through Grace Church�s 
�Springs of Grace.�  She is also a certi-
fied divorce mediator, coach and mem-

ber of the Association for Conflict 
Resolution and the Mediation Council 
of Illinois.  The wife of Pastor Don 
Niswonger and member of our Chan-
cel Choir, Carol is a familiar figure in 
our Grace family.  For more informa-
tion about �Springs of Grace,� or to 
contact Rev. Dr. Findon, call 664-6314 
or e-mail RevDrCRF@aol.com.   

Rev. Dr. Findon Says� 
The music of Pascha, 
the four days of 
Easter, has moved us 
to transcend the ordi-
nary of our lives and 
brought us into a new 
emotional connection 
with God and one  
another.  Relation-
ships are enhanced 

by the emotional connection, the caring 
and concern we have for one another.  
Yet there are some who continue to 
experience emotional disconnection.  
Pastoral counseling helps us search the 
experiences of life that create these  
moments of pain and disconnect.  It 
helps us to find ways to bring about 
healing and growth.  Pastoral Counseling 
is also a path to transformation and 
renewal of life, because of the Risen 
Christ�s presence in our encounter.   
 
Watch for more words from Rev. 
Dr. Findon in future Grace Notes. 

�Springs of Grace� Offers Counseling from a Spiritual Perspective  

Rev. Dr. Carol Findon Springs of Grace�Springs of Grace�Springs of Grace�Springs of Grace�    
    
Pastoral Counseling 
Divorce Mediation 
 

A place to come... 
to quench your 
thirst� 
to restore your soul� 
to transform your life. 
 

 

5  April 2007 

Letters of Thanks 
Thanks very much to Grace Church for the beautiful, huge 

floral arrangement (12 large, deep red roses, plus lilies, 
etc.).  Thank you again.  The church with its new dressing 
is just lovely. 

 

Sincerely, 
Pat Taecker   
 
Thank you to our Grace family.  Your many cards and caring 
words have brought us great support during the recent loss of 
Ali�s father.  We celebrate the love and light that God offers us 
through the people of Grace Church. 
 

Shalom, 
The Hashimi Family 
 
To Everyone at Grace Church,  
Terri, Kevan and I, along with all of my family, want to say 
thanks to every one of you for your love, cards, visits, food and 
all the prayers each and every one of you said for us. Yes, they 
did help.  We just couldn�t have made it without your help. 
Thanks to everyone who prepared and served our lunch. It was 
just perfect.  Also, thanks to those who participated in celebrat-
ing Ed [Thompson�s] life.  Ed was a good man, a wonderful 
father, friend and husband.  He will be missed.  May God bless 
you all and our wonderful church. 
 

In Christian love, 
Opal, Terri and Kevan  
 
Thank you for the many prayers, cards, words of sympathy and 
memorial gifts offered from the Grace family upon the death�s of 
Mary�s brother, John W. Harris, and the Mary and Dick�s son, 
John David Eesley. 
 

Sincerely, 
The Eesleys 
 
Dear Grace Church Family, 
We would like to extend a big thank you to all of our family and 
friends here at Grace for the wonderful acts of kindness 
throughout the last six months.  Thank you to all who made and 
delivered delicious meals for our family; thank you for all of 
your cards, visits and heartfelt prayers.  You all have been such 
an important part on our path to healing.  We are blessed  
beyond measure and want everyone to know how much we ap-
preciate your kindness and generosity. 
 

In Christ�s love, 
Julie, Nikki and Sam Schlegel�Tom�s family, too! 
 
Dear Grace Church Family, 
I want you to know that I am calling you �family� purposefully.  
When I came home from New Jersey after being with my brother 
when he died, it was like coming into a big, warm hug.  It 
seemed that everyone knew where I had been and why, and they 
were so loving to me.  I cherish every flower, every card, every 
hug and word from you. 
 

Thank you, 
Nancy Staton 

Great News from the 
Garrett Family! 
�Evan is Home!� blared the  
e-mail report from Evan 
Garrett�s mother, Rita.  This 
wonderful news came after 
36 long days of hospitaliza-
tion in Seattle for the 11-
year-old Grace Church 
youngster, who is bravely 
battling leukemia.  The bene-
ficiary of a well-attended 
�Knoch Knolls Rocks �n 
Rolls� fundraiser March 18, 
Evan came home to the  
Garretts� apartment in Seat-
tle, where he will wait until 
he can come home to  
Naperville.   
 
Banner Season 
Thank you to the Lenten 
Task Force for the beautiful 
�Touched by Grace� banners 
gracing our sanctuary.  More 
than just pretty decoration, 
our banners depict:  the 
Church,  through which 
God�s presence comes to us; 
the Sun, through which 
God�s presence brings us 
warmth and growth; Fire and 
Flame, through which God�s 
presence calls us; Rain, 
through which God�s pres-
ence offers cleansing and 
new life; Clouds, through 
which God�s presence guides 
us through the storms of life; 
and Scripture and Prayer, 
through which God�s grace 
comes to us.  

Ceremony to 
Celebrate Steven 
Lewis Mildred  
Scholarship 
Grace members are cordially 
invited to attend an inaugural 
ceremony of the Steven 
Lewis Mildred Memorial 
Scholarship May 27, 4:00 
pm, at North Central Col-
lege�s Koten Chapel in Kiek-
hofer Hall (329 E. School St).  
For those who knew Steve, 
an active member of the 
Grace Church music minis-
try who was killed in an 
automobile accident in July 
of 2003, this will be an op-
portunity to visit with his 
family and celebrate the edu-
cational opportunities the 
memorial scholarship estab-
lished in his name will afford.  
RSVP to Maria Caselli, North 
Central College, at 637-5217 
or macaselli@noctrl.edu. 
 

 
Charge Conference 
Considers Resolution  
On Tuesday, May 22, 7:00 
p.m. , a special charge con-
ference will meet in Grace 
Church�s Rm. 254 to con-
sider a legal resolution to 
record in one single docu-
ment the complete corpo-
rate history of Grace United 
Methodist Church, including 
all of its names and incorpo-
rations since 1890.   
 

 

Our Sympathies...Our Sympathies...Our Sympathies...Our Sympathies... 
    
Margaret Carlson, mother of Bill Gavin 
 
Ariel Hanrath-Clark, nephew of Jon Hanrath 
 
Bob Clark, Ariel Hanrath-Clark�s father 
 
Katherine Field, aunt of Carol Wood 
 
John W. Keiser, father of Bruce Keiser 
 
MaryBeth Mihm, mother of Cheryl Wills 
 
Carmen O�Gorman, daughter-in-law of Rob and Jayne O�Gorman 
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News from Our Kenyan Missionaries...News from Our Kenyan Missionaries...News from Our Kenyan Missionaries...News from Our Kenyan Missionaries...    
We have seen a steady increase in the activities of the United Methodist Volunteer In Mission 
(UMVIM) teams during the last six years here in the Meru area, where we serve in Kenya.   
                       

Some of our projects include:   
 
! The construction of a water treatment plant at Kenya Methodist University, so that the University does not 

have to be dependent on the often expensive and unreliable city water system 
! The renovation of the University Farm, making it possible for us to enjoy vegetables from our own farm 
! The renovation of four cottages in a conference center the University bought four years ago, where our 

team members can now stay while working.  Much more work is needed to renovate more cottages, the 
water system, common kitchen, dining hall, etc. 

! Plans to add two rooms to the University Health Center that Yema started five years ago, to be used for 
children�s and women�s health 

! Team members teaching at the University, primarily in the areas of Nursing, Mathematics and Computer 
Science 

         �Lahi Luhahi and Yema Luhahi 

Need a Mother�s Day Gift? 
Give to your mother and a mother in Africa!  Come to a Kenyan Jewelry Open House at the home of Julie 
Utter, 2336 Foxboro Lane, on Wed., May 9, from 9:00a.m-12:00p.m.  Jewelry is hand-made from women in 
Meru, Kenya, who are supported by the PEMA and Seeds of Grace organizations.  Prices range from $10-$40.  
Proceeds benefit women with HIV/AIDS and their children.  Contact Julie Utter (922-4157) or Annette  
Swanson (420-9638) for more information. 

April 28th �Women�s Day Apart� Inspired by God�s Word on Life and Love 

Grace Notes is published for the 
members and friends of Grace 
United Methodist Church.  For 
submission guidelines and dead-
lines, please contact Barb Ceruti, 
Communications Director at 
630-355-1748, ext. 240, or e-mail 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
 

Mission Statement: 
We the people of Grace are called 
to build up the body of Christ and 
our community to the glory of 
God through worship, education 
and service. 
 
Grace United Methodist Church 

300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748 
www.peopleofgrace.org 

 

Women are great multi-
taskers.  We can cook, help 
with homework and sched-
ule an appointment�all at 
the same time!  But while 
women are masters at 
checking off each item on 
the daily to-do list, we are 
not often as attentive to our-
selves.  Mark 12:30 tells us 
to �Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.�  
Clearly, God intended for us 
to �bring it all together,� said 
Pastor Lisa Telomen, whose 
intention it was to create a 
day just for women to focus 
on mind, body and soul.  As 
a follow-up to the women�s 
Christmas dinner last No-
vember, the Grace Evangel-

ism Committee began plan-
ning �Women�s Day Apart� 
in order to provide women 
of God a day that would in-
tegrate all aspects in which 
the Lord asks us to love our-
selves, our families, our com-
munity and our world.  
��Women�s Day Apart� offers 
an opportunity to put all the 
pieces together with God at 
the center,� said Pastor Lisa.  
To that end, this very special 
day will feature eight work-
shops  focusing on all aspects 
of our inner and outer 
selves.  In addition to sooth-
ing tea, snacks, praise music 
from the local band �If� and 
the Grace Praise Team, 
prayer and lunch from Cor-
ner Bakery, participants can 
choose two of the following 

workshops: 
 
• Awakening to Grace:  The 

Healing Path of Yoga (Rev. 
Adrienne Ann Ilseman) 

• Exercise, Meditation and Re-
flection (Rev. Im Jung) 

• Expressing Faith in Liturgical 
Dance (Ms. Gail Hutchison) 

• Sharing the Life of Faith with 
Children (Rev. Raney Good) 

• Growing a Love for God with 
Teens (Ms. Carol Fraser) 

• Loving God and Ourselves (Ms. 
Pam Riley) 

• Loving God and the Whole 
World (Rev. Lois Parr) 

 
Register for this spiritually 
rejuvenating day online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org 
and drop off your pay-
ment of $25 before April 22 
($35 after that date) at the 
Grace Church office.   

(Note:  you cannot pay 
online!)  You may register up 
to 8:30 a.m. on the day of 
the event. 
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Jesus the �Life of the Party� in Children�s Musical 
Mother�s Day Weekend  By Cheryl Ameiss     
G race children�s choirs are busily preparing for a visit 
from Jesus in Life of the Party, Allen Pote and Tom S. 
Long�s musical about the lessons a bickering Mary and 
Martha learn from Jesus when their brother, Lazarus, 
dies.  Featuring the Cherub, Angelus and Junior Singers 
choirs, Life of the Party will be presented at the May 12 
Saturday evening worship service, 5:30 p.m., and the  
May 13 (Mother�s Day) Sunday service at 11:00 a.m. 
 

In preparation for the musical, the choirs had a �Lock-In� 
March 16, their third annual, with 59 children participat-
ing this year.  The singers look forward to this event 
every year.  �It is a fun way to dive into the enormous 
task of learning lines, songs and choreography,� said Lynn 
Leitzen, Director of Grace Children�s Music Ministries.  
All the children�s choirs met to party, but only the Junior 
Singers (the oldest of the children�s choirs) were allowed 
to sleep overnight.   
 

With a �party� theme, complete with streamers, crafts, 
balloons, party hats, noisemakers and, of course, cake and 
ice cream, the Lock-In was not all work.  Games pertain-
ing to the action in the musical were part of the fun.  �In 
the musical,� said Lynn, �Mary and Martha exchange jabs 
in a sisterly rivalry.  We used direct quotes from the mu-
sical to establish a relay...it was raucous, but a whole lot 
of fun!   
 

The Lock-In would not have been such a great success 
without the help of several parents.  Brenda Calabrese, 
Kris House and Anna Zimmerman helped plan and imple-
ment the entire evening.  They did such a great job, every  

 
child talked about how exciting the event was and that 
they were never bored.  Sherri Nagy, Bob Rothe and  
Lynne Shugh bravely sacrificed a quiet, comfortable  
evening at home for a cement floor and little sleep with 
the Junior Singers.  One choir graduate even joined the 
evening for confirmation points!   
 

�With the overwhelming amount of activities our subur-
ban kids are able to participate in, it is my goal to provide 
fun, social activities within our choir year that help to 
grow the bonds between these young brothers and sis-
ters in Christ,� avowed Lynn.  Judging from the smiles at 
the Lock-In, it seems she has accomplished her goal. 

Children�s choir members have their cake and some fun, too, preparing for the 
May 12-13th Children�s Musical at their annual �Lock-In� March 16. 

Summer of Service Shareholders�  Weekend April 28-29th 
�Live simply so that others may simply live,� Millard Fuller once said.  Grace Church�s four 2007 
�Summer of Service� mission trips will strive to uphold this philosophy of life, so unique in today�s 
world of excessive demands and demanding excess.  On Saturday, April 28, and Sunday, April 29, 
Summer of Service will ask you, our Grace congregation, to prayerfully consider supporting our 
efforts to restore hope to people in the below four areas of the world.  Those attending one or 
more of our trips will be at worship services April 28 and 29 to request your sponsorship and to 
show their deep appreciation for your partnership in changing lives this summer! 
 
Side-By-Side:  Clarksville, TN  �Growing by Faith� (June 10-17) 
Faith Works  Nagua, Dominican Republic  �Bearing Fruit� (July 13-21) 
Week of Hope:  St. Louis, MO  �Renovate:  Jesus Makes New� (July 29-August 3) 
Camp Hope:   St. Bernard Parish, LA  �A Living Hope� (July 29-August 5) 
  
In this Grace Notes, you will find a shareholder�s envelope.  Please join us at one of our worship services on April  
28-29 (Saturday at 5:30 p.m. or Sunday at 8:15, 9:30 or 11:00 a.m.) to learn more about our 2007 Summer of Service 
trips and how you can support the important work we�re doing, even if you can�t attend a trip.  Thank you, and may God 
bless you and guide you as you consider becoming a Shareholder this Summer of Service. 


