
 

 

Children and Youth 

 GUMC Operating Budget Contributions and Worship Attendance 

PERIOD 
September 

YTD 
 
 

Fiscal Year 
2015  

Anticipated 
Income 

$1,543,510 
 

ANTICIPATED  
RECEIPTS 

$1,050,762 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTUAL  
RECEIPTS 

$1,031,019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VARIANCE 
 

($19,743) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Oct. 17/18 
641 
Oct. 24/25 
462 
Oct. 31/Nov. 1 
699 
Nov. 7/8 
338 
Nov. 14/15 
547

Worship attendance will be updated weekly.  
Thank you for your commitment to your pledges  

and to the life and future of Grace Church. 
 

Look at All the Ways to Help! 
Gifts For Children at Trinity UMC  (See “For Your Information”) 
Kenya Team Members Wanted  (See “For Your Information”) 
The Women Need the Men!  Men of Grace are needed 
for the sold-out 10th annual “Celebrate the Season” wom-
en’s Advent event on Wednesday, December 2.  This is a 
wonderful evening for the women of Grace and their 
friends and family outside the church, beginning with a 
viewing of all the beautifully decorated tables, followed by 
dinner and a program with music and a message.  This 
event requires about 30 men to make it flow smoothly.  
Some are needed to come at 4:00 p.m. to make coffee and start the 
set-up.  Others are needed at 5:00 p.m. to complete set-up and to 
serve; the last shift is at 8:00 p.m. for clean-up.  Volunteers will be 
served dinner.  Please contact Bob Plummer at 630-961-3228 by 
November 23 if you’re interested in helping or learning more.   
Where Have All the Ushers Gone?  Several of our dependable 
ushers have retired and/or moved, and we are in need of 25 more to 
fill their places.  This is a one-service-per-month commitment, plus 
some additional Advent and Lent services.  If you’re interested in 
helping this vital ministry—women, men or responsible young 
adults—please sign up today in the Activity Center, or contact Bob  
Owensby at 630-416-4513 or rowensby3@gmail.com.   
11:00am Communion Clean-Up  Beginning in January, Dianne 
Calhoun is in need of someone who regularly attends our 11:00 a.m. 
service to stay for a few minutes after worship on the first Sunday of 
the month to clean up the communion elements.  This involves 
washing and putting away the four goblets and the glass bread try.  
Please contact Dianne at diannecalhoun@wideopenwest.com if you 
can help or would like more information. 
Fill the Mitten Tree!  A Christmas tree for the collection of chil-
dren’s mitten, gloves and scarves is outside the Activity Center 
throughout the month of November.  Please be generous and fill the 
tree with warm things for little ones! 
Donations to Heifer Project—A Hand Up, Not a Hand Out  The 

Grace Hunger team will be in the Activity Center 
in collection of donations to Heifer International 
on November 29 and December 6,13, and 20.  
The Heifer Project is based on the premise that it 
is more important to teach someone to fish than 
to give them a fish. People everywhere need a "a 
hand up, not a hand out."  Thus begins our sea-

son of symbolically "selling" animals to the people of the world.  Do-
nations can be made in honor of someone special; cards are availa-
ble so that honorees will know you’ve thought of them.  What a 
unique, special, and difference-making Christmas gift!  Please con-
tact Vera McDonald for further information at 630-527-0871.   

‘Tis the Season! 
Christmas Around the World Market  
Shop for unique, hand-made items from artisans across the world on 
Sunday, December 6, 9:00-11:30 a.m. in the Activity Center.  (Note: it 
is best to arrive prior to the 11:00 a.m. worship to ensure an oppor-
tunity to visit all vendors.)  Vendors this year include North Central 
College’s SIFE (items from Costa Rica); Ten Thousand Villages 
(various countries); Beads of Hope (Africa); War Chest (India and oth-
ers); Palestinian olive wood crafts; and our own Fair Trade products.  
The purchase of these items directly benefits the people who crafted 
them.  What a wonderful gift to give across the world! 
New Life Singers’ Christmas Cantata   
On the weekend of December 12 (5:00 p.m.) and December 13 (8:15 
and 9:30 a.m.), the men and women of New Life Singers will present 
a delightful Christmas cantata in worship, featuring beloved Christmas 
carols in a fresh new way.  This joyful cantata is certain to put you in 
the Christmas spirit!  Bring a friend!   
“Gift of Love” Christmas Benefit Concert        
Tickets On Sale Now and going fast! 
Grace’s annual “Gift of Love” benefit concert will be presented in one 
offering only on Sunday, December 20, 3:00 p.m. in the Grace Sanc-
tuary.  This glorious event from the Grace Concert Series, benefiting 
Erin Powell’s work with “Hope For All” (reaching and including people 
with disabilities in Rwanda), will feature the Chancel Choir, Festival 
Singers, bells, children’s choir, a professional orchestra, the Alliance 
Brass ensemble, and the exciting, eclectic string stylings of 
“UnBande.”  This concert is not to be missed!  Tickets are $20/adults; 
$18 /seniors 65+; $10/students; $50 max. per immediate family, avail-
able online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts.  Hard copy tickets are 
available in the church office. 
 

Confirmation, Jr. and Sr. High Sunday School  WILL meet today and 
next Sunday.  Have a happy Thanksgiving this week! 
First Summer Missions Fundraiser Today  Our Soup and Pie fund-
raiser for 2016 Youth Summer Missions is today, November 22, 11:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall (carry-out orders begin at 10:30 a.m.).  
Come on down and enjoy a tasty lunch of soup and pie—take some 
home, too!  Cost is $5/per person and $15/family.  Carry-out is $5 for a 
small bowl and $10 for a large bowl of soup.  All proceeds benefit our 
Side-by-Side and Hope@Home mission trips. 
Got Change?  Our children’s choirs are taking a “noisy offering” today 
in worship.  If you have some spare change in your purse/pocket, 
please donate it to their collection.  Every penny goes to the kids’ par-
ticipation in the 2016 “Feed the Need” Mobilepack event.   
See Ben Correll in the Macy’s Parade!  Grace member Ben Correll 
will be marching with the University of Illinois’ Marching Illini in the fa-
mous Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade!  Three hundred seventy-five 
members strong, the Marching Illini were the number one pick out of 
175 bands who auditioned!  Watch for Ben, a freshman trombonist, 
when the parade kicks off at 8:00 a.m. CST on NBC! 
December 2 GYM Time Change  Both Jr. and Sr. High GYM will 
gather from 6:30-8:30 on Wednesday, December 2.  This is still a regu-
lar GYM, not a Wacky Wednesday. 
Parent Coffee  All parents are welcome to join together for coffee 
and conversation (no agenda!) on Thursday, December 3, 10:30 a.m. 
at Starbucks on 75th St. (near McDonald’s).   
GYM Holiday Break  Wednesday night GYM will take a holiday 
break beginning December 9, resuming on January 13.   
Care Packages For College Students  If you have a student away at 
college, Grace Youth Ministry would like to let them know we’re thinking 
of them by sending a care package.  Please provide us with your stu-
dent’s college address ASAP by calling 630-355-1748, ext. 3234, or e-
mailing rglbhl@aol.com.  
CONFIRMATION CORNER  Next parent class is December 13, join-
ing with confirmands for a lesson on the Sacraments...all should be 
reading and journaling from the Gospel of Mark through 13 and 14.  
Please see Pastor Tammy for a journaling sheet. 

CHILDREN (AGES 2 YEARS OLD THROUGH 5TH GRADE):  MARGARET HARRISON  
630-355-1748, EXT. 3241; MARGARET.HARRISON@PEOPLEOFGRACE.ORG 
YOUTH (GRADES 6 THROUGH 12):  GAYE LYNN LOUFEK 630-355-1748,  

EXT. 3234; GAYELYNN.LOUFEK@PEOPLEOFGRACE.ORG 

Consecration  Sundays 
Today and next Sunday in worship, we will consecrate our  
financial commitments to Grace for 2016.  Thank you for  

your faithful investment in future of our church home! 



 

 

Sunday 22 
8:15am-12:00pm-Sunday Morning Worship-

Sanctuary 
10:45am-1:00pm-New Member Class-

Fellowship Hall 
11:00am-1:00pm-Soup and Pie Luncheon-

Fell. Hall 
12:15-1:30pm-Youth Choir Rehearsal-

Sanctuary 
5:00-7pm-Youth Bells Rehearsal-Room 160 
Monday 23 
8:30-9:30am-Moms In Prayer-Room 232 
9:00-10am-Temple Builders-Activity Center 
9:00am-1:00pm-PDO-Lower level class-

rooms 
9:30-11am-UMW Quilters-Fireside Room 
1:00-2:30pm-Sisters Bible Study-Room 254 
2:00-7pm-WSEA Tutoring-Rooms 224-227, 

232 
2:30-3:30pm-Prayer Ministry-Chapel 
7:00-8:30pm-Progressive Christianity-Room 

254 
7:15-8:30pm-Scout Troop #555-Fell. Hall 
7:30-9pm-Chancel Choir Rehearsal-

Sanctuary 
Tuesday 24 
9:00am-12:00pm-UMW Board Meeting-

Fireside Room 
9:00am-1:00pm-PDO-Lower level class-

rooms 
10:30am-11:30pm-Staff Meeting-Fellowship 

Hall 
11:30-1:00pm-Naperville Interfaith (NILA)-

Room 231 
2:00-7pm-WSEA Tutoring-Rooms 224-227, 

232 
6:00-7pm-Happy Feet Soccer-Activity  

Center 
7:00-9pm-Church Council Meeting-Room 

254 
7:15-8:45pm-Grace Praise Team Rehearsal-

Sanctuary 
7-30-9pm-Alanon Meeting-Room 232 
Wednesday 25 
9:00-10am-Temple Builders-Activity Center 
9:00-11am-Cello Audition-Sanctuary 
2:00-7pm-WSEA Tutoring-Rooms 224-227 
5:00-6pm-Portico Collective Small Group-

Room 234 
Thursday 26 
BUILDING CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING 
Friday 27 
BUILDING CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING 
Saturday 28 
5:00-6pm-Saturday Evening Worship-

Activity Center 
Sunday 22 
8:15am-12:00pm-Sunday Morning Worship-

Sanctuary 
3:30-4:15pm-Advent Wreath Making-Activity 

Center 
4:30-5:30pm-Children’s Christmas Musical-

Sanctuary 
12:15-1:30pm-Youth Choir Rehearsal-

Sanctuary 
5:00-7pm-Youth Bells Rehearsal-Room 160 
5:30-6pm-Pizza dinner for Advent-

Fellowship Hall 
 

CHILDREN/YOUTH CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
Nursery Care-8:15 am-12:00 pm: 
Infants-Room 130 
Toddlers-Room 131  
Children-9:30 am: 
9:30-9:45am - K-5th gr. Gathers in Fellowship 
Hall, or as posted 
Two’s (2 by Sep. 1, 2015)-Room 134 
Preschool (3 or 4 by Sep. 1, 2015)-Room 137 
Kindergarten and 1st grade - Room 122 
2nd and 3rd grade - Room 152 
4th grade - Room 154 
5th grade - Room 155 
Children-11:00 am: 
“Gather Together” (age K-3rd grade)-Begins in 
Sanctuary, moves to Room 231 
Youth-9:30 am: 
Jr. High Grades 6-8-Room 233 
Sr. High Grades 9-12-Room 234 
8th Grade Confirmation-Room 231 
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
9:30 am: 
Hearts On Fire-Room 250-“Called to Love,” 
Rev. Doug Bowden; next week “Why This Jubi-
lee” begins, through December 20 
Forum-Fireside Room-”Called to Be Faithful”  
Paul’s Death and Legacy,” Rev. Doug Bowden 
Questors-Room 254-“Righteousness and  
Social Justice,” Vic Maroni; next week:  “Getting 
Ready for Christmas,” Rev. Bill Bryan   
New Connections-Room 226 
Confirmation Parents-Room 232-Class  
December 13 
11:00am:   
OHM-Room 232-“Embracing An Adult Faith” 
(Marcus Borg) 
New Member Classes– Next class Nov. 22; 
Register with Sharon Ferguson at 630-355-
1748, ext. 3223 

 
Grace in Mission is a  

Communications Ministry of:  
Grace United Methodist Church  

300 E. Gartner Road   
Naperville, IL  60540  

 630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

 
 
 
 
 

News for Grace in Mission must be  
received by Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m.  

Please submit news to Barb Ceruti  
at barb.ceruti@peopleofgrace.org;  

630-355-1748, ext. 3240;  
or drop in the church office,  

ATTN:  Barb.   

This Week’s  
CALENDAR 

For Your Information 
Grace in Mission  

Front and Center 
            Announcements for the People of Grace       November 21 and 22, 2015 

Last Day For Poinsettia Sales Today is the last day to purchase poinsettias 
for the Christmas season.  Plants are one size in a 6 1/2” pot, red color with  
5-7 blooms per plant, $10.25 each.  These plants can be purchased in honor, 
memory or celebration of a person or event, and names will be published in a 
special bulletin insert.  They will decorate our poinsettia tree at the back of the 
Sanctuary and can be taken home after the last Christmas Eve service. 
Watch One of Our Own in the Macy’s Parade!  Grace 
member Ben Correll will be marching with the University 
of Illinois’ Marching Illini in the famous Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade!  Three hundred seventy-five members 
strong, the Marching Illini were the number one pick out 
of 175 bands who auditioned!  Watch for Ben, a freshman 
trombonist, when the parade kicks off at 8:00 a.m. CST 
(9:00 a.m. in New York) on NBC. 
40 Days of Hope  Give your spirit a gift this Christmas season by joining 
a worldwide effort to claim the hope of the season in a simple, interactive, de-
votional community.  To connect, visit Pastor Matthew Johnson’s Portico Col-
lective online community at 40days.portico.collective.org.   
Can Ya Go to Kenya?  The 2016 Kenya Mission, comprised of team mem-
bers from Grace and LaGrange UMC’s, is in need of a few more members.  
Mission dates are June 1-June 16, 2016.  If you are interested in learning 
more about this life-changing experience, contact Jan Cosgrove at 630-369-
6022; janiscosgrove@hotmail.com or Pastor Tammy Scott at 630-355-1748, 
ext. 3226; tammy.scott@peopleofgrace.org.  Applications are in the church 
office, and a $100 non-refundable fee will be applied to the total trip cost.   
Lenten Booklet Contributions Wanted  Our Grace family and friends are 

invited to contribute to our 2016 Lenten devotions booklet, 
themed “New Things.” This booklet is comprised of writ-
ings, poems, drawings and photographs from our own 
Grace family.  All are welcome (kids, too!) to contribute.   
If you would like to offer a devotion for one of the days of 
Lent (beginning with Ash Wednesday on February 10), 

there is a guideline booklet in the church office to help you get started.  
Please e-mail your devotions to Merrill Litchfield by December 15 
(barmerlitchfield@msn.com), or turn them in to the office, including your 
name.  No anonymous submissions can be accepted, please. 
This Christmas, Give the Gift of Life  The Christmas season is one of 
joy, but unfortunately, it’s also a time of high need for blood donations.  
Please donate on Monday, December 7, 3:30-7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Sign up for a time slot at www.peopleofgrace.org/blood-drive-dec-2015. 

       Today:  Children’s Noisy Offering! 
Today at all services, the Grace children’s choirs are taking a spe-
cial “noisy offering” separate from our regular offering. Please do-
nate your change, as it will help fund the children’s participation in 
the 2016 Feed My Starving Children MobilePack.  Each month at 
rehearsal, the children are bringing their own change for this op-
portunity too, because they know that even pennies can change 

the world!  Thanks for your generosity—let’s make some noise! 

What’s For Lunch?  
Soup and Pie! 
Oh, my, it’s soup and pie!  Come on down 
to the Fellowship Hall today, 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., for a delicious bowl of soup and 
a piece of yummy pie!  Dine-in cost is $5 
per person and $15 per family for one bowl 
of soup and one piece of pie.  Carry-out  
orders are also available at $5 for a small 
bowl of soup and $10 for a large bowl.   
Carry-out purchases begin at 10:30 a.m.  
This is the first fundraiser for 2016 Youth 
Summer Missions, and all proceeds benefit 
the Side-by-Side and Hope@Home mis-
sions.  Thank you for your support.  Soup’s 
on, so come on down!   

            New Member Class Today  
If you are interested in joining the membership of Grace—and we hope you 
are!—there is a new member class and luncheon today, November 22, 10:45 
a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Participants will join Grace next Sunday at 
the service of their choice.   

Family Advent Wreath Making and 
Children’s Musical Next Sunday! 
Families, come to our annual Advent Wreath Making 
event and children’s Christmas musical next Sunday, 
November 29.  Wreath making is from 3:30-4:15 in 
the Activity Center; our children’s musical, “Light of 
the World,” is from 4:30-5:30 in the Sanctuary, fol-
lowed by pizza, cookies and drinks.  Choose one, 
two, or all three activities!  Tickets are available today 
in the Activity Center.  Cost is $10 for supplies; sup-
per is $5/person and $15/family.   

Christmas With  
Trinity UMC Dec. 13  
Let’s continue a tradition the late and beloved 
Ralph Keiser championed and cherished—our 
“Christmas With Trinity” event, this year on  
December 13.  Come to the Activity Center  
today and pick up a gift tag to purchase either an 
item of clothing or a toy/book for a child at Trinity 
UMC in Joliet.  Please wrap and return your gifts 
to the church office on Sundays, November 29 or 
December 6.  Then, on Sunday, December 13, 
we’ll worship with these children and their families 
at 11:00 a.m. worship, followed by lunch, Christ-
mas music, and gift giving in Fellowship Hall.   


