
SUNDAYS 

• The Forum Class meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room. 
On 1/15 and 1/22, Jeffrey Barbeau will lead a two-session study 
on  themes from “Prophetic Lament,” Soong Chan Rah’s study of 
the Book of Lamentations, reflecting on its prominent themes of 
suffering, social justice, and the promises of God. The Forum Class 
is an informal group that welcomes visitors and newcomers! Contact 
Elaine Pauls (630 618-4711) or Mark Fleming (markwflemi@aol.com) 

for more information.

• Hearts on Fire (HOF) meets in Room 250 at 9:30 a.m. In 
January, this class  will be  discussing “A Disciple’s Path” by James 
Harnish. The student book can be purchased online at Cokesbury or 
Amazon. Contact Bob Pacanowski Bpacanowski@franklinsports.com 

or call (630) 3550804 for more infromation. 

• The New Connections meets Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in room 

227 for faith-filled conversation. Contact Jeff Barbeau at jeff@

jeffbarbeau.com for more information.

• The Questors Class meets Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in room 254. In 

January, the class will focus on “The Miraculous Signs of Jesus” from 

Adam Hamilton, the movie:“Loving”, “Philipp Jakob Spener: Pietist 

Patriarch”and “Deconversion of America.” For more information, 

contact Mary Bowden @ bdbowden6@aol.com 

• The Open Hearts and Minds group (OHM) meets Sundays 
at 11 a.m. In January, we will be looking at Amy Jill Lavine’s CD 
presentation of “Jesus and Christ.” Contact Pastor Don Niswonger 

don.niswonger@ peopleofgrace.org) for more information. 

WEEKDAYS 
• Sisters Bible Study meets Monday at 1 p.m. in Room 254, 
and is beginning an Immersion Bible Study on Psalms starting 
on January 9th. Contact Pastor Tammy at tammy.scott.@

peopleofgrace.org for more information. 

• Christian Believer meets Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in Room 254 
and seeks to teach the classical truths of the faith. 

WEEKNIGHTS 
• The Progressive Christianity will start back on January 9th at 

7:00 p.m. in Room 254. 

• The Portico Collective group start back on January 11th at 5  
p.m. in Room 234. 
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WEDNESDAY • JANUARY 11
9 a.m. - Temple Builders (AC)
              Parent’s Day Out (Lower Level)
2 p.m.- Tutoring (224-227, 232)
4 p.m. - Children’s Bells (160)
5 p.m. - Junior Singers (171)
              Angelus Choir (231)
              Cherub Choir (232)
              Portico Collective (234)
5:00 p.m.- Children’s Music (Sanc) 
6:00 p.m.- GYM (AC, 233, 234)
7 p.m. - Grace Bells (160)
7:15 p.m. - New Life Singers (Sanc)

THURSDAY • JANUARY 12 
9 a.m. - Parent’s Day Out (Lower Level)
9:30 a.m.- Christian Belivers (254)
2 p.m.- Tutoring (224-227, 232)
7 p.m. - Baptism Class (Fireside)
7:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir (171)
                    CoDa Meeting (224)

FRIDAY • JANUARY 13
9 a.m. - Temple Builders (AC)
              Parent’s Day Out (Lower Level)
5:30 p.m.- Systo/Ash Rehearsal (Sanc) 

SATURDAY • JANUARY 14
8:30 a.m.- Tutoring (224-227, 232)
9:30 a.m.- Scleroderma Meeting (231)
1:00 p.m.- Systo/Ash Wedding (250, St.    
Min, Sanc) 
5 p.m. - Worship (AC) 

SUNDAY • JANUARY 15
8:15, 9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship (Sanc)
11 a.m. - Cultivate: Small Group (FH)
12:15p.m. - Youth Choir (Sanc) 

Join a Sunday Class!
CHILDREN & YOUTH

Nursery Care: 8:15 a.m. - Noon
• Infants - Room 130
• Toddlers to 3 Year-Olds - 
Room 131

9:30 a.m. Schedule
Children (completed Pre-4th Grade):
• 9:30 a.m. - Gathering 
(Fellowship Hall)
• 9:45 to 10:30 a.m. - Classrooms 
(Rooms 122-123)

Youth
• Completed 5-7 - Room 233
• Completed 8-22  - Room 234

11 a.m. Schedule
Pre-K to 3rd gather in Sanctuary 
and move to 231 for Children’s 
Church.

ADULTS
9:30 a.m.
• Hearts On Fire - Room 250
• Forum - Fireside Room
• New Connections - Room 226
• Questors - Room 254
• Young Adults - Room 224

11 a.m.
• OHM - Room 232

Upcoming at Grace Church
SATURDAY • JANUARY 7
5 p.m. - Worship (Sanc) 

SUNDAY • JANUARY 8
8:15, 9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship (Sanc)
12:15p.m. - Youth Choir (Sanc) 

MONDAY • JANUARY 9
9 a.m. - Temple Builders (AC)
              Parent’s Day Out (LL)
9 a.m. - UMW Quilters (Fireside)
1 p.m. - Sisters Bible Study (254) 
2 p.m.- Tutoring (224-227, 232)
3 p.m. - Prayer Ministry  (Chapel)
3 p.m.- Piano Recital (Sanc) 
6:30 p.m.- Youth Bell (160) 
7 p.m.-  Progressive Christianity (254) 
7 p.m.- Staff- Parish (CR) 
7:15 p.m. - Scouts #555 (AC)

TUESDAY • JANUARY 10
8 a.m.- Cin Sunday Prep (Kitchen) 
8:30 a.m. - Moms In Prayer (232)
9 a.m. - Parent’s Day Out (Lower Level)
10:00 a.m.- LaLeche League (231)
2 p.m.- Tutoring (224-227, 232)
5:30 p.m.- Happy Soccer Feet (AC) 
6:15 p.m. - Stephen Leaders (254)
7 p.m. - Stephen Ministers (254)
              Riverwalk Quilters Guild (FH) 
7:15 p.m. - Grace Praise Team (Sanc)
7:30 p.m.- Al/Anon (232)

Small Groups and Classes

 
This 6 week group will start on Jan. 15th at @ 11:00 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. The focus is to reduce feelings of fear 
and insecurity and to encourage a lifestyle of sharing faith 
and of communicating the Gospel, in winsome, generous 
and loving ways. The goal is for participants to feel confident 
in their own story and equipped to share it with others. 
For more information, contact Mark Himel @ mark.himel@
peopleofgrace.org

The first sermons series of 
the new year will center 
around the covenant we 
make with the church and 
one another when we 
join in membership.  We 
make a vow to support 
the church with our 
prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service and our witness. We will kick off the 
series today with Baptism of the Lord Sunday, as we connect 
these five to the covenant of Baptism.  The five responsibilities 
of membership are vital, but even more so, we want to 
emphasize the “Why.”  Why church?  And the answer for most 
of us is, “Because there is more to life.”  How do we find 
what that “more is?” Engaging in a faith community through 
prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness allows us to live a 
life of depth, fullness, and joy in Christ.  

Cultivate: New Small Group  

January Sermon Series 

Celebrating Ministry   
After 3 and ½ years on staff and many more years as a 
volunteer, Edie Northfield will be leaving her positions at 
Grace UMC on January 13th.  Words are inadequate to 
express our gratefulness and appreciation of her tireless work 
ethic and willingness to do whatever was needed of her on 
any given day. We aren’t really saying good bye because she is 
a vauled member of Grace. We wish you all the best now and 
into the future. 



Grief Support Group— 
A new group is starting 
soon that can help you 
as your journey through 
your grief. This 13-week 

class will be utilizing resources from the Grief Share program 
to help you face the challenges of grieving, and move toward 
rebuilding your life. Facilitated by Katy Klepper and Judy 
Cornett, the class will start on Sunday, February 12 at 2:30 
p.m. in Room 254. For information, or to sign up, please 
contact Mark Himel at mark.himel@peopleofgrace.org or 
(630) 355-1748.

Refugee Assistance — The Refugee Ministry of Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran is in need of the following: Shoe rack, toilet paper, 
paper towels, shampoo, lotion. To donate, contact Anne 
Wentz at annecwentz@wideopenwest.com.

The Grace Hunger Committee  will be 
collecting food bags on January 8 which 
benefit Common Pantry located at 3744 
North Damen Avenue in Chicago.  This 
pantry provides emergency food and social 
services to about 1000 persons per month 
living on Chicago’s North Side.  Please fill 
a bag with food or personal care items or make a monetary 
donation in the “Love Loaf” or offering plate. (You can mark 
your envelope with Food Pantry on the front).

Keep Our Sanctuary Beautiful — Volunteers needed to 
straighten the sanctuary.  Basic Duties: straightening Bibles, 
hymnals, pencils, envelopes, making sure tissues are at 
the end of each pew, picking up stray bulletins, etc. Third 
Thursday of the Month (or any day that week). Please contact 
Sharon Ferguson at 630-355-1748, ext. 3223, or sharon.
ferguson@peopleofgrace.org.

Volunteers Needed For Grace Notes Mailing Prep- Duties 
include: pealing labels & circles and applying them to Grace 
Notes. Once a month on the 3rd or 4th Tuesday at 1 p.m. for 
about 2 hours. It is a fun filled-time of fellowship and work. 
Next date: Janaury 24th. Interested? Contact Phylis Pepiot at 
(630) 355-1748. 

ATTENDANCE 

December 24/25 - 1,715/ 76 
December 31/January 1 - 293 

Contributions and Worship Attendance

CONTRIBUTIONS

(through November 30)
Actual Income: $1,116,419

Anticipated Income: $1,290,500
Variance: ($174,081)

Thank you for your commitment to support Grace Church
with your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness!

Our annual CIN Sunday will be held on Sunday, January 22, 
2017.  Delicious homemade cinnamon rolls will be served after 
all services and on that day we will draw the winning ticket 
for our beautiful CIN Sunday quilt.  Tickets for the quilt will 
go on sale after each Sunday service, beginning on the 8th of 
January until January 22nd.  On Saturday, January 14, we will 
also sell tickets. Your donations to this event will support our 
summer Youth Mission program.

CIN Sunday

    Parent’s Day Out, is a childcare program for children ages 
1-4 years old at Grace UMC.  The program operates from 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Monday-Friday during the school year. 
Children are registered to attend one day a week and may 
indicate interest in a second day (if available) for the school 
year. 
Registration dates for 2017-2018 are as follows:  
         Jan. 15- Church Families, 9:15-11:00 a.m. in the Activity 
Center, 
         Jan. 17– Church Families 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in the PDO 
Office,
         Jan. 18 - Current Families, Alternates, and Alumni at 9:15 
a.m. and Community Families at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Information is available on the information stand outside the 
church office, on the PDO Bulletin Board near Room 138 or       
by calling 630-355-6146.

Parent’s Day Out Registration 
Coming Soon !  The Grace Church 

Foundation is again 
offering $1,000 
scholarships for the 
2017/2018 school 
year at North Central 
College.  These funds 
are available through the 
Foundation, originally due 
to a generous donation 
to the Foundation from Anna Stephenson.  The scholarship 
could be matched by the United Methodist Higher Education 
Foundation as part of its Dollars for Scholars program and, 
also, by North Central College for a total scholarship of 
$3,000.  If you are a current student or plan to enroll for 
the fall semester and a member of Grace United Methodist 
Church, you are eligible to apply for the scholarship.  On line 
applications will be available after January 1, 2017 and can be 
completed online at www.umhef.org.  

Your Completed Application and, if applying for the first 
time, a cover letter describing your involvement in church 
and community service activities and  two letters of reference 
placed in Merle Clewett’s mail box no later than February 19, 
2017.  The Foundation will select a candidate or candidates 
(we had four in 2016)  and forward the application with 
the $1,000 check to the UMHEF before the March 1, 2016 
deadline.  You can contact Pastor Marino or Merle Clewett at 
630-585-7686 or email to mclewett@msn.com for assistance or 
additional information.

To our greater church family, if you are looking for a way to 
serve God through establishing an endowment or a memorial, 
please consider following Anna Stephenson and others in 
providing funds for scholarships for North Central College 
students.  It would be a gift that would provide continuing 
blessings to our church, our community, and to you and your 
family.  If you would like to discuss this, you can contact any 
member of the Foundation Board.

Share your ministry news at least 14 days in advance of desired 
publication date via http://www.peopleofgrace.org/submissions

North Central Scholarships for ‘17/18 In Brief


