
 

 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 Eternal God, we give thanks for this holy mystery in which you have  
given yourself to us.  Raise us to new life through this sacrament.  Grant 
that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give  
ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    
   
 
 
 
 
 

+HYMN UMH 249                                               Christmas Song 
 
 
 
+BENEDICTION 
 
  
 
+POSTLUDE                       G. Joseph, 1657 

 Our worship service concludes with the postlude. 
You may be seated to enjoy the music. 

   
 
The roses on the altar are given in celebration of the December 18 birth of 
Beckett Dale Pauls, son of Justin and Kat Kunz Pauls, great-grandson of Les 
and Elaine Pauls; and the December 28 birth of Andrew Vernon Khant, son 
of Jerry and Dina Khant, grandson of Al and Bobbi Khant. 
 
 
The flowers are given by Pam Riley-Valesh and Geroge Valesh in memory of 
Pam’s father, Jack Roth and George’s father, George Valesh, Jr. and in honor 
of their mothers—Rose Marie Roth and Kay Valesh. 
 
Our worship has ended, but our service begins... Please visit the Activity 
Center after worship services to enjoy refreshments and sign up for  
future activities. If you are a first time visitor, or desire to know more about 
our church, please come to the Welcome Table in the church lobby.  
 
 
SERVING YOU 
Sound Technician Jim Powell 
Greeters Tom, Kim, Emily and Christopher Blair 
Ushers   Bill Albrecht, Head Usher; John Abe, Captain 
 
REFLECTIONS AND NOTE-TAKING:     
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                  Larry Getz  
 Let us pray:   
 Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as 
the Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy 
what you say to us today. Amen. 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Luke 2:21-38                                    Pew Bible, NT pg. 59 
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
MESSAGE                                                     Pastor Matthew Johnson  
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CALL TO INTERCESSORY PRAYERS            
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray.  
 Please join us in a time of silent prayer.   
 Please refer to the back of the bulletin for the Prayer List. For additional  
prayer concerns you may fill out a blue prayer card located in the pews. Please 
provide a contact name and phone number. Prayer requests are  carefully  
considered and prayed for by the Grace Prayer Group which meets in the  
chapel every Monday at 3:00pm. Anyone wishing to share in this important 
ministry is invited to attend.  
 
 
 
CALL TO OFFERING         
 Thank you for worshiping with us today! Please record your presence on the 
Friendship Pad placed at the end of each row. If you are a newcomer, please 
print your address and phone number.  
 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY                       Samuel S. Wesley 
 
 
 
+THE DOXOLOGY                       Tune: God rest you merry gentlemen [DHW] 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Jesus Christ, God’s Son 
And praise the Holy Spirit, the blessed Three-in-One, Praise God all people 
here on earth, for whom the Savior comes, You angels who sang Christ’s birth 
sing God’s worth, All saints and angels sing God’s worth! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The Service of Worship 
 

Epiphany Sunday                                                  January 7, 2018                                                                                                                                
                     9:30 am 
 
 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP                              Pastor Cindy Marino  
 Let us prepare our hearts and minds as we transition from getting to church  
to being in worship. 
 
 
 
PRELUDE                                                Philipp Nicolai 
                          1556-1608 
 
 
                    
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP      
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made! 
People: We will rejoice, and be glad in it! 
 
Pastor: The Lord is our strength and our song; he has become our victory! 
People: You are our God, and we will praise you; 
 You are our God, and we will exalt you. 
 
Pastor: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! 
People: His faithful love endures forever! 
 
 
 
INTROIT                                                    arr. Hall 
 
 
 
 
+HYMN UMH 254                         Kings of Orient 
 
 
 
ANTHEM                                          Mendelssohn 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

+THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 
+THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                          United Methodist Hymnal, pg. 19 
                                                         Musical Setting B 
 
 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER   please use ‘sins’, instead of ‘debts’                  UMH 896 
  
 
 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE OIL 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 
People:   O God, the giver of health and salvation, we give thanks to you 
for the gift of oil. As your holy apostles anointed many who were sick and 
healed them, so pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on this gift, that those 
who in faith and repentance receive this anointing may be made whole; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 All here are welcome to receive the bread and cup. We serve today by  
intinction. Come forward, receive a piece of the broken bread and dip it 
lightly in the cup. If you desire "gluten free" communion ask the celebrant 
when you come forward. Those who wish may also come to the kneeling 
bench for special anointing and prayer for healing! 
 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM                             Steven Fry 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace United Methodist Church 
Grace embraces diversity in our congregation. We dedicate ourselves to  
a ministry of Christ-like hospitality and compassion for all. We believe all  

persons are of sacred worth. You are welcome here. 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher 

+  The congregation will please stand as able 

Behold a star from Jacob shining, 
And a scepter from Israel rising, 
To reign in glory over the nations. (from Numbers 24:17) 

[Chorale] 
How brightly beams the Morning Star! 

“Bucket List” 

Oh, Lord, I have seen Your glory, Touched the face of mercy, 
Cradled heaven’s baby. 
Oh, Lord, I have held Your glory, For years I’ve waited for 
Him, The song of Your deliverance. 
 
You’ve graced me with Your presence, You directed all my 
paths, but to see Your great salvation Was the greatest thing 
I asked. 
 
For this Your Child is destined: To redeem the fallen race. 
And tho’ many shall reject Him The world will know Your 
grace. 
 
Oh, Lord, we have seen Your glory, Felt Your hand of mercy, 
Worshipped heaven’s baby. 
Oh, Lord, we have seen Your glory, For years we’ve waited 
for Him: 
The song of Your deliv’rance, Lord. 

The Church’s One Foundation 

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 
Nancy Staton, organ 

Hearing God’s Word 

Respond To God 

Gathering 

Sweet Little Jesus Boy 
Grace Bell Ensemble; Val Dudley, director 

Simeon’s Song 
Chancel Choir 

Behold a Star from Jacob Shining 
Chancel Choir; Dan Wagner, director 

We Three Kings 

What sudden radiance from afar 
Gives light and consolation? 
Thy Word, O Lord; truth and light to every nation for salvation. 
Thine be praise and adoration! 

continued top of next panel 


