Grace United Methodist Church
Grace embraces diversity in our congregation. We dedicate ourselves to
a ministry of Christ-like hospitality and compassion for all. We believe all
persons are of sacred worth. You are welcome here.
Large print bulletins are available from an usher
+ The congregation will please stand as able

The Service of Worship
First Sunday after the Epiphany
Baptism of the Lord

January 13, 2019
8:15 am

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
Let us prepare our hearts and minds as we transition from getting to church
to being in worship.
PRELUDE

Louis Vierne

Allegro vivace
(from Symphonie no. 1 in d minor)
Tom Colao, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+HYMN UMH 252

Eric Jungnickel

When Jesus Came to Jordan

+GLORIA PATRI
Lesser Doxology
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Go Tell It On The Mountain
Grace Bell Ensemble; Val Dudley, director

arr. Eithum

COLLECT
Jennifer Wills
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may more perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 3:1-17
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE

Pew Bible, NT pg. 2

“Watershed Moments”

Pastor Cindy Marino

THE CALL TO INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Please join us in a time of silent prayer.
Please refer to the back of the bulletin for the Prayer List. For additional
prayer concerns you may fill out a blue prayer card located in the pews. Please
provide a contact name and phone number. Prayer requests are carefully
considered and prayed for by the Grace Prayer Group which meets in the
chapel every Monday at 3:00pm.

REAFFIRMING OUR BAPTISM
Sisters and brothers in Christ:
through the sacrament of baptism
God's Spirit has been poured out upon water,
water poured over and immersing us,
water that flows freely for all who will receive it,
water from the streams of God's saving power and justice,
water that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness,
water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth.
Today we come to the waters,
to renew our commitments
in each other's presence
to Christ who has raised us,
the Spirit who has birthed us,
and the Creator who is making all things new.
Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE

Spirit of the Living God

UMH 393

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me

Complainer

+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

ANTHEM

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE RECEIVING OF THE OFFERING
Basse de Cromorne
(from Deuxième Suite du Ton)

We renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,
Reject the evil powers of this world,
And repent of our sin!
Will you let the Spirit use you as prophets to the powers that be?
We accept the freedom and power God gives us
To resist evil, injustice, and oppression
In whatever forms they present themselves!
Will you proclaim the good news and live as disciples of Jesus Christ,
his body on earth?

CALL TO OFFERING
Thank you for worshiping with us today! Please record your presence on the
Friendship Pad placed at the end of each row. If you are a newcomer, please
print your address and phone number.

THE OFFERTORY

And so I ask you, will you turn away from the powers of sin and death?

Louis-Nicolas
Clérambault

We confess Jesus Christ as our Savior,
put our whole trust in his grace,
and promise to serve him as our Lord,
in union with the church which Christ has opened
to people of all ages, nations, and races!

Will you be living witnesses to the gospel, individually and together,
wherever you are, and in all that you do?
We will remain faithful members of Christ's holy church
And serve as Christ's representatives in the world.
Will you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments?

+EPIPHANY DOXOLOGY
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. Raise,
raise the song on high the virgin sings her lullaby: Joy, joy for Christ is born
the babe, the Son of Mary.

We affirm and teach the faith of the whole church
as we put our trust
in God, the Father Almighty.
in Jesus Christ, his only Son.
and in the Holy Spirit,
one God now and forever.
Thanksgiving Over the Water

+THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

The Spirit of the Lord is with us.

+THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: May the Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Even so, come Lord Jesus!
Let us pray.
Almighty God, the life you birthed in us

by baptism into Jesus Christ
will never die.
Your justice never fails.
Your mercy is everlasting.
Your healing river flows.
Your Spirit blows where you will.
We cannot stop you, God!
But sometimes we try.
We try to block the flow,
we redirect the winds of the Spirit,
or we walk so far away from the life-giving Stream
that we do not hear its sound,
and we forget its power.
We parch ourselves.
We are dry and thirsty, O God.
Come, refresh us!

+HYMN UMH 605

Wash, O God,
Our Sons and Daughters

Beach Spring

Toccata in b minor
(from Suite de Morceau)

Charles
Tournemire

+BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Grace United Methodist Church
www.peopleofgrace.org

Our worship has ended, but our service begins... Please visit the Activity
Center after worship services to enjoy refreshments and sign up for future
activities. If you are a first time visitor, or desire to know more about our
church, please come to the Welcome Table in the church lobby.
SERVING YOU
Usher Ron Laub, Captain
Sound Technician Laura Hoogerwerf

Greeters John and Linda Bodine

Come upon us, Holy Spirit!
Come upon us, Holy Spirit!
Come upon these waters.
Come upon these waters.
Let these waters be to us drops of your mercy.
Let these waters remind us of your righteousness and justice.
Let these waters renew in us the resurrection power of Jesus.
Let these waters make us long for your coming reign.
Most Holy God, Abba, Father!
Glory to you!
Jesus Christ, Savior, Lord!
Glory to you!
Spirit of fire, Spirit over the waters, Spirit of holiness!
Glory to you!
Eternal God, One in Three and Three in One!
All glory is yours, now and forever. Amen!
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"All who are baptized and have renewed their vows are invited to touch the
water as a sign of refreshing as we exit the sanctuary following the
benediction. As each uses the water, say to one another, "Remember that
you are baptized, and rejoice!”
HEALING SERVICE
During our closing hymn today, persons who wish to do so may go to the
Stephen Ministry Room for special anointing and healing prayer.

Grace United Methodist Church
300 E. Gartner Road, Naperville, IL 60540
(630) 355-1748; www.peopleofgrace.org
11:00 broadcast on WONC, 89.1 FM

