
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 
pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord's Supper is 
recalled. The pastor concludes: 
 
 And so, 
       in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
       we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
       as a holy and living sacrifice, 
       in union with Christ's offering for us, 
       as we proclaim the mystery of faith.   

The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the 
Trinity, concluding: 
 
  All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.  
 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 All here are welcome to receive the bread and cup. We serve today by  
intinction. Come forward, receive a piece of the broken bread and dip it 
lightly in the cup. If you desire "gluten free" communion ask the celebrant 
when you come forward.  
 
 

 
COMMUNION  MUSIC                                  Wagner 
 
  
 
 
                             
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 Eternal God, we give thanks for this holy mystery in which you have  
given yourself to us.  Raise us to new life through this sacrament.  Grant 
that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give  
ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
+HYMN UMH 209           Blest Be the God of Israel                       Merle's Tune                              
                      
 
+BENEDICTION 
 
 
+POSTLUDE            Fugue improvisation                                       Truro 
 
 
The rose on the altar is given in celebration of the November 19 birth of 
Charlotte Elaine Cizinsky, great-granddaughter of Del and Virginia Spaits. 
 
 
The flowers are given by the Whyte Family in celebration of all the 
birthdays in our family.  
 
 
Our worship has ended, but our service begins... Please visit the Activity 
Center after worship services to enjoy refreshments and sign up for future 
activities. If you are a first time visitor, or desire to know more about our 
church, please come to the Welcome Table in the church lobby.  
 
 
SERVING YOU 
Greeters Chris and Gail Lindsay 
Sound Technician Laura Hoogerwerf 
Usher   Bill Albrecht, Head Usher; John Abe, Captain 
Readers   Sue & Darrel Riedinger 
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+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                   Apostle’s Creed
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
+GLORIA FOR ADVENT                                                                                        Gloria  

 Glo-ria in excelsis Deo!  Glo-ria in excelsis Deo!  
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (please be seated)                
God of mercy, your love has never been far from us. Even when we turn our 
backs on people in need, when we seek our own comfort and neglect 
opportunities to help others, when we, by our thoughts and actions, betray 
you, you always are with us. Forgive us for all those acts of cowardice and 
self-centeredness that have drawn us away from you. Heal our spirits and 
rebuild our lives. You have placed us in a global community in which illness, 
oppression, greed, fear and anger abound. You ask us to proclaim your words 
of hope and love, of healing mercy for all your people. Place us again on the 
path of peace for all your children. For we ask these things in the name of 
Jesus Christ. AMEN. 
  
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE     
Hear the good news, friends! While we wandered in fear, God was with us, 
offering us hope and courage. God is with you this day, this very minute, 
lifting you from despair to hope. This is the good news! God is always with 
us. Amen. 
 
 
 
ANTHEM                                                                                                           arr. Krug 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLECT                                                                      Jennifer Wills 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may more perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Jeremiah 33:14-16                       Pew Bible, OT, pg. 738 
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
    
 
MESSAGE               Prophetic Joy: Holy Expectations            Pastor Cindy Marino  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Service of Worship 
 

First Sunday of Advent                                             December 2, 2018 
                     8:15 am 
 
 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP                                
 Let us prepare our hearts and minds as we transition from getting to church  
to being in worship. 
 
 
PRELUDE                 ‘Wachet auf! ruft uns die Stimme’ BWV 645              J.S. Bach  

(Sleepers, Awake, a Voice is Calling)         
 
                                                         

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Pastor Daniel Cochran  
 
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING — Hope Candle  
                                         
All [sung]: “Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.” 
 
Reader 1: God of hope and promise, protection and strength, you made 
covenant with us to send your presence to earth. 
 
Reader 2: God of hope and endurance, you foretold of the coming kingdom of 
God. 
 
All: We, God’s people, affirm your covenant with us. We stand ready, hearts 
full of hope, for God will fulfill the promises made to God’s people. As the 
psalmist declares, so do we: “All the Lord’s paths are loving and faithful for 
those who keep his covenant and laws.” 
 
Readers 1 and 2: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle of hope to 
remind us to stand alert and seek the kingdom of God in our midst. 
 
Light a candle. 
 
All [sung]: “Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.” 
 
 
*Hymn:                              Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates               UMH 213 
 
 

 
THE CALL TO INTERCESSORY PRAYERS    
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. Please join us in a time of silent prayer.   
 
 Please refer to the back of the bulletin for the Prayer List. For additional  
prayer concerns you may fill out a blue prayer card located in the pews. 
Please provide a contact name and phone number. Prayer requests are 
carefully considered and prayed for by the Grace Prayer Group which meets 
in the chapel every Monday at 3:00pm.  
 
 
CALL TO OFFERING                          
 Thank you for worshiping with us today! Please record your presence on 
the Friendship Pad placed at the end of each row.  If you are a newcomer, 
please print your address and phone number.  
 
 
THE RECEIVING OF THE OFFERING 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY     ‘Rorate caeli’                     Jeanne Demessieux                                             
                                                                               

Drop down ye heavens, from above,  
and let the skies pour down righteousness.  (Isaiah 45:8) 

 
 
+THE DOXOLOGY                Tune: God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen [DHW] 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Jesus Christ, God’s Son 
And praise the Holy Spirit, the blessed Three-in-One, Praise God all people 
here on earth, for whom the Savior comes, You angels who sang Christ’s 
birth sing God’s worth, All saints and angels sing God’s worth! 
 
 
+THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
+THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Leader: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING            
             
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. The pastor may lift hands and keep them raised. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering 
God’s acts of salvation and concludes: 
 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: (please continue…) 
 
 

Grace United Methodist Church 
Grace embraces diversity in our congregation. We dedicate ourselves to  
a ministry of Christ-like hospitality and compassion for all. We believe all  

persons are of sacred worth. You are welcome here. 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher 

+  The congregation will please stand as able 

Gathering  

Hearing God’s Word 

Respond to God 

Veni 
Grace Bell Ensemble; Val Dudley, director 


