
 

 

 
Pastor:  All honor and glory is yours, Holy and Loving God, now and  
forever. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER    please use ‘sins’ instead of “debts” 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 All here are welcome to receive the bread and cup. We serve today by  
intinction. Come forward, receive a piece of the broken bread and dip it  
lightly in the cup. If you desire "gluten free" communion ask the celebrant 
when you come forward.  
 
 
 

MUSIC FOR COMMUNION                                                                            
                                       arr. Douglas Wagner 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
Eternal God, we give thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us.  Raise us to new life through this sacrament.  Grant that we 
may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for 
others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    
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+BENEDICTION          
 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                             Mendelssohn  
 

*********************************** 
Pastor to the Community                Matthew Johnson 
Sound Technician                                         Rick Tucker 
Courtyard Chimes                                             Kristen Riedinger 
Ushers                                               Charles Andrew, Roger Hendrickson, 
                             Bob Pacanowski, Tom Tyo 
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SCRIPTURE READING:  Luke 2:8-14                   
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the  
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the an-
gel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
 
 
 
ANTHEM                            arr. Hall
                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READING:  Luke 2:15-20                      
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 
 
 
SOLO                                                                                              Schubert 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON                                  Pastor Matthew Johnson 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING       
 Thank you for worshiping with us today! Please record your presence on the 
Friendship Pad placed at the end of each row.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                 arr. Janet Linker  
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OPENING RESPONSES                   (from Isaiah 9:2, 6-7) 
One:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  

Many:  Those who lived in a land of deep darkness  
 — on them light has shined. 

One: For a child has been born for us!  

Many:  Authority rests upon his shoulders. 

One: And he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Many:  The Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. 

One: His authority shall grow continually, 

Many: And there shall be endless peace. 
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SCRIPTURE READING :  Luke 2:1-7                   
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world  
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while  
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to  
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 
 

 
OFFERTORY                                        Brown 
    
 
  
                              

+CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY        Tune: God rest ye merry gentlemen [DHW] 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Jesus Christ, God’s Son 
And praise the Holy Spirit, the blessed Three-in-One, Praise God all people 
here on earth, for whom the Savior comes, You angels who sang Christ’s 
birth sing God’s worth, All saints and angels sing God’s worth! 
 
 
 
 
+THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 This night no one is a stranger. All are joined together as one family 
through the miracle of the birth of one small baby. Let us share our joy and 
excitement at being present when God reaches down to touch the earth. 
May the peace of Christ be with you.  
  
 

 
 
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 This is a holy night. God-with-us has come to touch our world, our lives. 
God-with-us has come to bring us out of darkness into a glorious light. God-
with-us invites us now to come to the table, believing in the promises of God 
fulfilled tonight. Here love is offered, and love is found, in the sharing of 
bread and cup. Here we find our journey’s end and its beginning. 
 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the season, remembering God’s acts 
of salvation, and concludes: 
Pastor:  And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and we join their unending hymn. 
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord's Supper is 
recalled. The pastor concludes: 
Pastor:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in 
union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit in the Epiclesis and 
then praises the Trinity, concluding: 
 

Grace United Methodist Church 
Grace embraces diversity in our congregation. We dedicate ourselves to  

a ministry of Christ-like hospitality and compassion for all. We believe all  

persons are of sacred worth. You are welcome here. 

+  The congregation will please stand as able 

Sweet Little Jesus Boy 
Grace Bell Ensemble; Val Dudley, director 

Mark Froelich, base chimes 

“What In the World?” 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
(vs. 1-3) 

Once in Royal David’s City  
(vs. 1, 2, 4) 

Silent Night 
Nancy Staton, organ 

ENTRANCE 

WORD AND RESPONSE 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 (vs. 1-3) 

Ave Maria 
Brenna Dudley, solo 

Christmas Lullaby 
Brenna Dudley, solo 


