
COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE 

 

In 1663 Richard Alleine, a Puritan, published Vindiciae Pietatis: or, A Vindication of Godliness 

in the Greater Strictness and Spirituality of It. In 1753, it was again published in John Wesley's, 

A Christian Library. Wesley used one chapter, "The Application of the Whole," on Monday, 

August 11, 1755, in what probably was the first real celebration of the Covenant Service in the 

Methodist movement.  The liturgy beginning with the Invitation in this service is taken directly 

from Wesley's service of 1780. 

The Covenant Service is most commonly held on New Year's Eve or Day and therefore is 

sometimes called a Watch Night Service. Historically, a Watch Night Service would be three 

hours or longer, including readings from Scripture and hymn singing.  

 

 

GREETING 

 

O God, Searcher of all our hearts,  

 you have formed us as a people and claimed us for your own. 

As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, 

 and to enter anew into covenant with you, 

 reveal any reluctance or falsehood within us. 

Let your Spirit impress your truth on our inmost being, 

 and receive us in mercy, for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, 

 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 (DAVID TRIPP, ENGLAND, 20TH CENT.) 

 

 

HYMN - “In the Bleak Midwinter ”                                        Rossetti/Holst 

 

In the bleak midwinter    Angels and archangels 

Frosty wind made moan    May have gathered there 

Earth stood hard as iron    Cherubim and seraphim 

Water like a stone     Thronged the air 

Snow had fallen snow on snow   But His mother only 

Snow on snow      In her maiden bliss 

In the bleak midwinter    Worshiped the Beloved 

Long ago      With a kiss 

 

Our God heav'n cannot hold Him   What can I give Him 

Nor earth sustain     Poor as I am 

Heav'n and earth shall flee away   If I were a shepherd 

When He comes to reign    I would bring a lamb 

In the bleak midwinter    If I were a wise man 

A stable place sufficed    I would do my part 

The Lord God Almighty    Yet what can I give Him 

Jesus Christ   

Give my heart 



PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

ACT OF CENTERING 

Let us give thanks for all of God's mercies. 

O God, our Covenant Friend, 

you have been gracious to us through all the years of our lives. 

People: We thank you for your loving care, 

 which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place. 

Leader: We praise your holy name, O God. 

You have given us life and reason, 

 and set us in a world filled with your glory. 

You have comforted us with family and friends, 

  and ministered to us through the hands of our sisters and brothers.  

People: We thank you for your loving care, 

 which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place. 

Leader: You have filled our hearts with a hunger after you, 

 and have given us your peace. 

You have redeemed us, and called us to a high calling in Christ Jesus. 

You have given us a place in the fellowship of your Spirit 

  and the witness of your Church.  

People: We thank you for your loving care, 

 which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place. 
Leader: You have been our light in darkness 

 and a rock of strength in adversity and temptation. 

You have been the very Spirit of joy in our joys 

  and the all–sufficient reward in all our labors.  

People: We thank you for your loving care, 

 which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place. 

Leader: You remembered us when we forgot you. 

You followed us even when we tried to flee from you. 

You met us with forgiveness when we returned to you. 

 For all your patience and overflowing grace,  

People: We thank you for your loving care, 

 which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place. 
 

 

MUSIC FOR TRANSITION - “Love Came Down at Christmas”         Christina Rossetti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

 

2 Kings 23:1 –3  Renewal of covenant        Judy Cornett 

 

Jeremiah 31:31 –34  A new covenant    

 

Luke 2:8-20                                                                       

 

MESSAGE:  “Great Joy!...is a choice”                         Pastor Mark Himel 

 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 the Christian life is redeemed from sin and consecrated to God. 

Through baptism, we have entered this life 

 and have been admitted into the new covenant 

   of which Jesus Christ is the Mediator. 

He sealed it with his own blood, that it might last for ever. 

On the one side, God promises to give us new life in Christ, 

   the Source and Perfecter of our faith. 

On the other side, we are pledged 

 to live no more for ourselves but only for Jesus Christ, 

 who loved us and gave himself for us.  

From time to time we renew our covenant with God, 

 especially when we reaffirm the Baptismal Covenant 

 and gather at the Lord's table. 

Today, however, we meet, as the generations before us have met, 

 to renew the covenant that binds us to God. 

Let us make this covenant of God our own. 

 

 

WESLEY'S COVENANT SERVICE 

 

 

INVITATION 

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. 

Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to him. 

Christ has many services to be done. 

Some are more easy and honorable, 

 others are more difficult and disgraceful. 

Some are suitable to our inclinations and interests, 

 others are contrary to both. 

In some we may please Christ and please ourselves. 

But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ 

 except by denying ourselves. 

It is necessary, therefore,  

 that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ. 

Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray: 



Let me be your servant, under your command. 

I will no longer be my own. 

I will give up myself to your will in all things. 

Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work. 

Lord, make me what you will. 

I put myself fully into your hands: 

 put me to doing, put me to suffering, 

 let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

 let me be full, let me be empty, 

 let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and with a willing heart 

 give it all to your pleasure and disposal. 

Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants. 

He is the source of all salvation to those who obey. 

Christ will have no servants except by consent; 

Christ will not accept anything except full consent 

 to all that he requires. 

Christ will be all in all, or he will be nothing. 

Confirm this by a holy covenant. 

To make this covenant a reality in your life, listen to these admonitions: 

First, set apart some time, more than once, 

 to be spent alone before the Lord; 

in seeking earnestly God's special assistance 

 and gracious acceptance of you; 

in carefully thinking through all the conditions of the covenant; 

in searching your hearts 

 whether you have already freely given your life to Christ. 

Consider what your sins are. 

Consider the laws of Christ, how holy, strict, and spiritual they are, 

 and whether you, after having carefully considered them, 

 are willing to choose them all. 

Be sure you are clear in these matters, see that you do not lie to God. 

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence. 

Third, claim God's covenant, 

rely upon God's promise of giving grace and strength, 

 so you can keep your promise. 

Trust not your own strength and power. 

Fourth, resolve to be faithful. 

You have given to the Lord your hearts, 

 you have opened your mouths to the Lord, 

 and you have dedicated yourself to God. 

With God's power, never go back. 

And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord. 

Fall down on your knees, lift your hands toward heaven, 

 open your hearts to the Lord, as we pray: 

 

 



COVENANT PRAYER 

O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  see me as I fall down before you. 

Forgive my unfaithfulness in not having done your will, 

  for you have promised mercy to me 

     if I turn to you with my whole heart. 

God requires that you shall put away all your idols. 

I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, 

  covenanting with you that no known sin shall be allowed in my life. 

Against your will, I have turned my love toward the world.  

In your power 

  I will watch all temptations that will lead me away from you. 

For my own righteousness is riddled with sin, 

  unable to stand before you. 

Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again 

 if you would let him. 

Before all heaven and earth, 

  I here acknowledge you as my Lord and God. 

I take you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for my portion, 

  and vow to give up myself, body and soul, as your servant, 

  to serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days of my life. 

God has given the Lord Jesus Christ 

 as the only way and means of coming to God. 

Jesus, I do here on bended knees accept Christ 

  as the only new and living Way, 

  and sincerely join myself in a covenant with him.  

O blessed Jesus, I come to you, 

  hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, 

  unworthy even to wash the feet of your servants. 

I do here, with all my power, accept you as my Lord and Head. 

I renounce my own worthiness, 

  and vow that you are the Lord, my righteousness. 

I renounce my own wisdom, and take you for my only guide. 

I renounce my own will, and take your will as my law. 

Christ has told you that you must suffer with him. 

I do here covenant with you, O Christ, 

  to take my lot with you as it may fall. 

Through your grace I promise 

  that neither life nor death shall part me from you. 

God has given holy laws as the rule of your life. 

I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden. 

All your laws are holy, just, and good. 

I therefore take them as the rule for my words, thoughts, and actions, 

  promising that I will strive 

    to order my whole life according to your direction, 

  and not allow myself to neglect anything I know to be my duty. 

The almighty God searches and knows your heart. 



O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today 

  without guile or reservation. 

If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help me to set it aright. 

And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, 

  whom I from this day forward shall look upon as my God and Father. 

Glory be to you, O God the Son, 

  who have loved me and washed me from my sins in your own blood, 

  and now is my Savior and Redeemer. 

Glory be to you, O God the Holy Spirit, 

  who by your almighty power have turned my heart from sin to God. 

O mighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

  you have now become my Covenant Friend. 

And I, through your infinite grace, have become your covenant servant. 

So be it.  

And let the covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING SOLO - “Wexford Carol”                                    Irish Traditional 

 

Good people all this Christmastime 

Consider well and bear in mind   With thankful heart and joyful mind   

What our good God for us has done    The shepherds went the Babe to find 

In sending His beloved Son    And as God's angel had foretold  

With Mary holy we should pray   They did our Savior the Christ behold 

To God with love this Christmas Day  Within a manger He was laid 

In Bethlehem upon that morn    And by His side the virgin maid 

There was a blessed Messiah born   As long foretold upon that morng 

       There was a blessed Messiah born   

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep 

Their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep 

To whom God's angels did appear 

Which put the shepherds in great fear 

Arise and go the angels said 

To Bethlehem be not afraid 

For there you'll find this happy morn 

A princely Babe sweet Jesus born 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! Please record your presence on the Friendship Pad. If you 

are a newcomer, please print your address and phone number. 

 

 

ACT OF RESTORATION 

You are advised to make this covenant not only in your heart, but in word; not only in word, but 

in writing. Therefore, with all reverence, lay the service before the Lord as your act and deed. 

And when you have done this, sign it. Then keep it as a reminder of the holy agreement between 

God and you that you may remember it during doubts and temptations. 



CLOSING MUSIC - “Go Tell It On the Mountain”                     John W. Work, Jr. 

 

Chorus  

Go tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and ev'rywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born 

 

While shepherds kept their watching 

O'er silent flocks by night 

Behold throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed the Savior's birth 

 

Down in a lowly manger 

The humble Christ was born 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

MUSIC FOR GOING FORTH 

 

 

SERVING YOU 

Pastor Mark Himel, Associate Pastor 

Danielle and Bob Keethler, Greeters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


