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PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
Eternal God, we give thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Raise us to new life through this sacrament. Grant that we 
may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for 
others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH CANDLE: JOY 
We light the candle of joy as we recognize the joy of God among us, in  
response to the great gift of the Messiah, who is Christ, the Lord. 
We light the candle of joy as a reminder that “Weeping may linger for the 
night, but joy comes with the morning.  
(Light the candle of joy) 
 

A Song of Joy 
Rejoice 

Mary Had a Baby 
Angels, We have Heard on High 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
Joy to the World 

Come Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 
SENDING into the Longest Night 
 
MUSIC FOR GOING FORTH 
 
 

From the Grace Church Foundation— 
Consider making a gift to your church to fund an endowment in memory of a 
family member or special friend. Feel free to discuss with your pastor or  
other appropriate church leader any special programs or projects you would 
like to be supported by this endowment. 
 
SERVING YOU 
Cantata  
Sherrie Holdeman, New Life Singers director 
Val Dudley, Grace Bell Ensemble director 
Mark Peters, Scripture Reader 
Jaci Tschirhart, Ruth Wills, Roger Hendrickson,  
Nadia Kanhai, Narrators 
Cheryl Ameiss, Marilynn Powell, Sally Reschke,  
Darrell Riedinger, Sue Riedinger, Bells 
Claudia Winterrowd, Piano 
Sherri Nagy, Synthesizer 
Stefanie Abderhalden, Flute 
Justin Picard, Percussion 
 
Bob Keethler, Usher 
Cindy Marino, Senior Pastor 
Deborah Potts, Sign Language Interpreter 
 
+ please stand as able 
 
 

What Child Is This? 



Memorial Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit in the Epiclesis and  
praises the Trinity, remembering the Saints who have passed.  
All honor and glory is yours, holy and loving God, now and  
forever.   
Great Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE OIL 
Let us pray. 
O God, the giver of health and salvation, we give thanks to you for the gift 
of oil. As your holy apostles anointed many who were sick and healed 
them, so pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on this gift, that those who in 
faith and repentance receive this anointing may be made whole; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
All here are welcome to receive the bread and cup. We serve this evening by 
intinction. Come forward, receive a piece of the broken bread and dip it 
lightly in the cup. Those who wish may also come to the kneeling bench for 
special anointing and prayer for healing! 
Agnus Dei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONG. SONGS                                    Prudentius/Baker/ 
                 Neale 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Service of Worship 
 

Fourth Weekend of Advent                                                          December 21, 2019 
                    5:00 pm 
 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING                                                      Vickie Wagner 
                 
GREETING/ANNOUNCEMENTS                              Pastor Cindy Marino 
 
+OPENING LITANY                   
The light of hope shines in the darkness.  
In the darkness when masks slip and grief is allowed to surface,  
when the chill of loss burrows its way into fragile and vulnerable souls exposed 
and bereft, the light of hope whispers:  
love lasts forever.  
In the darkness when memories taunt instead of comfort,  
when regrets triumph over achievements,  
the light of hope whispers:  
love lasts forever.  
In the darkness when confidence wanes  
and fear takes flight and faith is questioned,  
the light of hope whispers:  
love lasts forever.  
May Christ’s light of hope carry us through even this darkest night. 
 
+OPENING HYMN UMH 229                  W Zlobie Lezy                                         
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE: HOPE 
We light the candle of hope to remind us that with God all things are possible: 
(Light the candle of hope) 
 

A Thrill of Hope 
Composed and arranged by Joel Raney 

 
A Christmas Cantata featuring the New Life Singers 

Grace Bell Ensemble and Instrumentalists  

Long Ago Prophets Knew 
Sing We Now of Christmas 

The First Noel 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

w/Jenn Wills, solo 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE SECOND CANDLE: LOVE 
….love that perseveres because love is of God and love lasts forever. 
We light the candle of love to remind us that love is of God and love lasts  
forever. 
(Light the candle of love) 
 
OFFERTORY   

A Gift of Love 
Love Came Down at Christmas 

w/Pennie Sawa, Dayna Tarr, Rob Smucker, Mark Peters, quartet 

   Grace United Methodist Church 
Grace embraces diversity in our congregation. We dedicate ourselves to a  

ministry of Christ-like hospitality and compassion for all. We believe all  
persons are of sacred worth. You are welcome here. 

(Offering will be received during the following pieces) 
Angels, From the Realms of Glory 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Away in a Manger 

The Gift of Love 
 

PRAYERS OF THANKGIVING AND PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
May the Peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Greet one another with the peace of Christ. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE: PEACE 
Even as the darkness of the night surrounds us,  
We light the candle of peace to remind us that peace is of God: 
(Light the candle of peace) 
 

A Prayer for Peace 
Silent Night, Holy Night 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
w/Kim Blair, solo 

O Holy Night 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us! Please record your presence on the Friendship 
Pad. If you are a newcomer, please print your address and phone number.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the season, remembering God's acts of 
salvation, and concludes: 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and we join their unending hymn.   
Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord's Supper is  
recalled. The pastor concludes: 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer our-
selves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

Of The Father’s Love Begotten 

Of the Father's love begotten 
Ere the worlds began to be 
He is Alpha and Omega 
He the source the ending He 
Of the things that are that have been 
And that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore 
 
O that birth forever blessed 
When the Virgin full of grace 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving 
Bare the Savior of our race 
And the Babe the world's Redeemer 
First revealed His sacred face 
Evermore and evermore 

O ye heights of heaven adore Him 
Angel hosts His praises sing 
Powers dominions bow before Him 
And extol our God and King 
Let no tongue on earth be silent 
Every voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore 
 
Christ to Thee with God the Father 
And O Holy Ghost to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unwearied praises be 
Honor glory and dominion and eternal 
victory 
Evermore and evermore 


