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PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 Eternal God, we give thanks for this holy mystery in which you have  
given yourself to us.  Raise us to new life through this sacrament.  Grant 
that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give our-
selves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    
 

 
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT:  John 1:1-18 
 
The sanctuary will be darkened as the Christ Candle is brought forward. 
From the Christ Candle we will light the candles of the choir and the con-
gregation. To avoid dripping wax, please tip only the unlighted candle to 
pass the flame.  
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We savor the warmth of fellowship made possible by the coming of God’s 
hope to the manger in Jesus Christ. At the start of "Joy to World" we invite 
you to extinguish your candles and stand to declare that you’ve received 
this gift of Christ's light and are ready to take it with you into this joyous 
night.      
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+SENDING FORTH  
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SERVING YOU THIS EVENING 
Senior Pastor          Cindy Marino 
Courtyard Chimes                 Mark Froelich 
Ushers              Garry and Laurie Chesla, Wes Scroggins 
 
 
 

What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are  
keeping?  
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him;  
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.  
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;  
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;  
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

Joy to the World 

Grace United Methodist Church 
300 E. Gartner Road, Naperville, IL 60540    

(630) 355-1748 

www.peopleofgrace.org 

In the Bleak Midwinter (vs. 1, 2, 4) 

Silent Night, Holy Night 

Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella 
Tom Colao, organ 

O Little Town of Bethlehem, (vs. 1, 4) 

 In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  
 
What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

What Child Is This (vs. 1, 2) 
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nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the  
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken 
as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has 
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he 
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
One: The word of God for the people of God.    

People: Thanks be to God. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS:  Luke 2:1-20                                            Pastor Mark Himel 
Leader:   This is the Word of God for the people of God.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
ANTHEM                                                                               Don Besig  
                                                      
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE                                  Pastor Cindy Marino 
 
 
 
THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER                     Pastor Mark Himel 
  
 
    
CALL TO OFFERING       
 Thank you for worshiping with us tonight! Please record your presence on the 
Friendship Pad placed at the end of each row.   
 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY                             J. Demessieux 
 
  
 
+CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY                                                      Tune: The First Noel 
 Then let us all with one accord, Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; that hath 
made Heaven and earth of naught, and with His blood new life hath bought. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel. 
 
 
 
+THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Service of Worship 
 

PRELUDE                                           J. M. Bach  
                                                      H. Sumsion 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS GREETING                   Pastor Cindy Marino 
 
 
 
INTROIT                                     J. Althouse 
  
                                                                                         
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       
Sssh. 
Can you hear it? 
An expectant silence, a hushed anticipation, 
as if the very galaxy is holding its breath. 
There are some truths even the stars know, 
like darkness, like loneliness 
and how the night can be a living thing. 
And how once, long ago, just as we have been waiting, 
the night waited in wonder 
along with the darkness and the loneliness, 
for the sound of a baby’s cry, 
for the miraculous to come down 
to the earth mundane, 
for Joy to be born, 
  — adapted from a poem written by Lucinda Hynett, in Alive Now. 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER           
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Advent.  Arrival.  Appearance.  Return.  With Christmas, hope, anticipation, joy, 
and wholeness find their place in the coming of Jesus.  It is in this time of arrival 
that we encounter a reading from the Book of Isaiah on Christmas Eve. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  (Isaiah 9: 2-7, NRSV)                     Rev. Doug Bowden 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the  
 

 
+THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
This night no one is a stranger. All are joined together as one family through 
the miracle of the birth of one small baby. Let us share our joy and excite-
ment at being present when God reaches down to touch the earth. May the 
peace of Christ be with you.  
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INVITATION AND PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the season, remembering God’s acts 
of salvation, and concludes: 
Pastor:  And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and we join their unending hymn. 
People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord's Supper is 
recalled. The pastor concludes: 
Pastor:   And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in 
union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
People:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit in the Epiclesis and 
then praises the Trinity, concluding: 
Pastor:   All honor and glory is yours, Holy and Loving God, now and  
forever. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER     
 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 All here are welcome to receive the bread and cup. We have no tradition of 
refusing any who present themselves desiring to receive. Tonight, we serve 
by intinction. Come forward, receive the broken piece of bread and dip it 
lightly in the cup. If you cannot come forward, the usher will direct a serving 
team to come to you.  
 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

Grace United Methodist Church 
Grace embraces diversity in our congregation. We dedicate ourselves to  

a ministry of Christ-like hospitality and compassion for all. We believe all  

persons are of sacred worth. You are welcome here. 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher 

+  The congregation will please stand as able 

Musette on “Adeste Fideles” 

It Came upon the Midnight Clear, vs. 1, 2 

O Come, All Ye Faithful (vs. 1, 2, 3) 

“Joy is Born” 

Glory to the Lamb! 
New Life Singers 

Kim Blair, Mark Peters, soloists 

On a Night of Wonder 
New Life Singers; Sherrie Holdeman, director 

Prelude on “In dulci jubilo” 
Prelude on “The Holly and the Ivy” 

Tom Colao, organ 


