
 

 

If you’re seeking a regular place of worship,  

please join us at one of the following services: 

 
 

Saturdays: 5:00 p.m. (in the Activity Center) Vickie Wagner, Worship Leader 

Sundays: 8:15 a.m.  - Traditional Service, music led by the New Life Singers 

Choir and Hand Bells 

9:30 a.m. - Traditional Service, music led by the Grace Chancel Choir 

11a..m— Contemporary Service, music led by the Grace Praise Team 

Music Ministries 

Adult Choirs 

Youth Choirs 

Children’s Choir 

Hand Bells 

Contemporary and 

Orchestral 

Instrumentalists 

Contemporary Vocalists 

Some of Our Ministries for You 

Adult, Youth and  

Children’s Faith Formation 

Sunday School, Bible/Group Studies 

Grief Share 

Men’s Ministry, Over 50 

United Methodist Women 

Youth Summer Missions 

Stephen Ministry 

Open Doors Ministry (for Persons with 

Disabilities) 

Many more 

630.355.1748     www.peopleofgrace.org 

Merry Christmas 

 

 

 

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
Christmas Eve, 2018 

Prelude begins at 9:40p 

Service at 10:00p 

 



 

 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first sung in a wooden 

building which served as the first Truro cathedral, in an effort to 

draw Christmas revelers into a sacred experience late in the evening. 

In 1918, Eric Milner-White, Dean of King’s College, Cambridge, 

adapted the service—similar to Sung Evensong—for use in the chapel 

at King’s, shown here.  
 

The service has remained virtually unchanged since that time, and has spread through all the 

world. The hymns and carols vary in each service (though it is traditional to begin with Once 

in Royal David’s City), but the readings and other spoken portions are always the same. The 

sound of the same words, year after year, becomes an echo of the unchanging significance 

and reality of the story. The music takes the role of reflecting on each text and exhorting the 

congregation. The tone of this worship service is both solemn and joyful, reflecting the 

intimidating grandeur of the story—from Fall to Incarnation—and rejoicing in the love of 

God and the redemption that is ours through Christ. 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices. If it is necessary to leave or 

reenter during the service, please do so during a hymn if possible, so as to minimize 

distraction. 

 
The service proceeds without announcement. All will be invited to stand before the first 

hymn. Please follow the order of service, reading loudly the bold text and singing hymns. 

The congregation stands (and is seated) when indicated, not waiting for a cue or 

introduction. This—and Sung Evensong—are those rare services in which the leaders and 

choir all desire to disappear into the spiritual experience of the night, allowing each person to 

receive that which the Spirit desires to give.  

 

At the end of the service, the congregation may light their individual candles during the 

singing of “Silent Night”. Please hold the burning candles upright and bring the unlit candle 

to the flame.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for Choral Evensong 
Sunday afternoons 

February 10 and March 17 



 

 

* DISMISSAL  

Go forth in peace and joy.  

(All) Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

POSTLUDE Tom Colao, Organist 

Readers 

Rev. Doug Bowden 

Mrs. Ginny Chivas 

Rev. Mark Himel 

Rev. Cindy Marino, Senior Pastor 

 

Instrumentalists 

Kristina Powers, Recorder 

Cynthia Rupp, Flute 

 

Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 

Tom Colao, Organist/Accompanist 

 

Ushers 

Bob Owensby 

Jill Sally 

Greg Robinson 

Andy Harder 

Sound Tech 

Don Smith 

  

Chimes 

Kristen Basgall 

 

Hand Bells 

Cheryl Ameiss 

 

 

Serving you this evening... 

The Grace United Methodist Church Chancel Choir  

welcomes new members for 2018! 

 

 

 Prelude  

Selected Carols Tom Colao, Organ 

Allegro from Sonata No. 5 in E minor    Kristina Powers, Recorder 

Tom Colao, Organ Meditation on  Irby (Once in Royal David’s City) 

Stanza 2: Choir 

He came down to earth from heaven,  

Who is God and Lord of all,  

And His shelter was a stable,  

And His cradle was a stall:  

With the poor and meek and lowly  

Lived on earth our Savior holy.  

ALL: 

Stanza 1: A solo voice 

Once in royal David's city,  

Stood a lowly cattle shed,  

Where a mother laid her baby  

In a manger for His bed.  

Mary was that mother mild,  

Jesus Christ, her little child. 

¶ The congregation is seated. 

¶ The service begins unannounced., with a visual cue to stand 

 

* HYMN  (CHOIR & CONGREGATION) Irby 

Once in Royal David’s City 



 

 

Minister: Beloved in Christ, be it this Advent our duty and delight to prepare ourselves to hear 

again the message of the angels: in heart and mind to go to Bethlehem and see this thing 

which has come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the 

first days of our disobedience to  the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy 

Child; and let us make this church glad with our carols of praise. 

But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world, and all God’s people; for peace 

upon the earth he came to save; for love and unity within the one Church he did build; 

and for unity and goodwill among all, and especially in this city of Naperville. 

(silent prayer) 

And because this of all things would gladden God’s heart, let us at this time remember 

in his name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in 

body and in mind and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the 

little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have 

grieved his heart of love. 

(silent prayer) 

Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore 

and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the 

Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one. 

(silent prayer) 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words 

which Christ himself taught us: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from Evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and 

unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. All: AMEN 

¶ The congregation stands 

THE BIDDING PRAYER Rev. Doug Bowden 

 

 

* CAROL   (CONGREGATION) Antioch 

Joy to the World 



 

 

As the choir begins, the Light of the Christ Candle  

will be brought to the congregation as “peace, peace..” is sung. 

Please hold the burning candle upright and bring the unlit candle to the flame.  

CANDLELIGHT CAROL   (CONGREGATION) Stille Nacht 

Peace, Peace with Silent Night, Holy Night 

* THE BLESSING Rev. Cindy Marino 

May the Christ who by his Incarnation gathered into One things earthly and heavenly, fill you with the 
sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

(Please continue to the closing carol, all standing, as able) 

(candles are lit as the choir begins) 

 

(Choir) Peace, peace, peace on earth and good will to all. 

This is the time for joy. This is the time for love. 

Now let us all sing together of peace, peace, peace on earth. 

 

All: Silent Night, Holy Night All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin, mother and child Holy infant, so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace 

 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing: “Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!”  

 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!  

 

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

with the angels let us sing "Alleluia" to our King: 

“Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born.”  

¶ The congregation stands for the Blessing and Closing Carol 

 

 

* HYMN   (CONGREGATION) Adeste Fideles 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

¶ The congregation is seated. 



 

 

The darkest midnight in December, no snow or hail nor winter's storm shall hinder 

us to remember the Babe that on this night was born. 

 

‘Twas but pure love that from above brought him to save us from all harms;  

Then let us sing and welcome him, the God of Love in Mary’s arms.  

 

No costly gifts can we present Him, no gold nor myrrh nor odors sweet: But if with 

our hearts we can content Him , We humbly lay them at His feet.   

 

With shepherds we are come to see this lovely infant’s glorious charms; Born of a 

maid as prophets said, the God of Love in Mary’s arms  

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 

“Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, 

“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 

said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 

you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  

CAROL (CHOIR)  Trad. Irish Carol/Stephen Main 

The Darkest Midnight in December 

Ding dong merrily on high, In heav'n the bells are ringing: 

Ding dong! Verily the sky Is riv'n with angel singing. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

E'en so here below, below, Let steeple bells be swungen, 

And "I-o, i-o, i-o!" By priest and people sungen. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; 

May you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!  

CAROL (CHOIR) English Carol/arr. Barbara Wallace 

Ding, Dong, Merrily On High 

THE FIRST LESSON  Ginny Chivas Genesis 3 :8-15,17-19 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his  
seed will bruise the serpent’s head.  

 

 

* HYMN   (CONGREGATION) Divinum Mysterium 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

¶ The congregation is seated 



 

 

OFFERTORY  Adolphe Adam/Jason W. Krug 

O Holy Night (Cheryl Ameiss, handbells, Cynthia Rupp, flute, Tom Colao, piano 

THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING  

We bring our gifts to the Savior who has been born 

* THE NINTH LESSON  Rev. Cindy Marino John 1 :1-14 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the 

life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 

gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

Thanks be to God. 

¶ The congregation remains standing… the hymn continues on the next page.. 

¶ The congregation stands for the Gospel Reading 

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON  Rev. Mark Himel Genesis 22  

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.  

Midnight Clear (all remain seated) 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By 

myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as 

numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

THE THIRD LESSON  Rev. Cindy Marino Isaiah 9:2.6-7  

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness— on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given 

to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 

shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

Thanks be to God. 

CAROL (CONGREGATION) Personent Hodie 

Long Ago Prophets Knew 

 

 

CAROL (CHOIR) Words and Music: Will Todd 

My Lord Has Come 

Shepherds, called by angels, called by love and angels: 

No place for them but a stable. My Lord has come. 

 

Sages, searching for stars, searching for love in heaven; 

No place for them but a stable. My Lord has come. 

 

His love will hold me, his love will cherish me, love will cradle me. 

Lead me, lead me to see him, sages and shepherds and angels; 

No place for me but a stable. My Lord has come. 

THE EIGHTH LESSON  Rev. Doug Bowden Matthew 2:1-12  

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; 

and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains: 

 

Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the new-born King. [Refrain]  

 

Interlude 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th'angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

  

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King"   (continue..) 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb: 

veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth, born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 

¶ The congregation stands 

* CAROLS OF THE ANGELS  (CONGREGATION) Gloria/Mendelssohn 

¶ The congregation is seated. 

 

 

THE FOURTH LESSON  Rev. Doug Bowden Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9  

The peace that Christ will bring is foretold 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight 

shall be in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 

with equity for the meek of the earth; The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall 

lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child 

shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 

asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or 

destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea.  

Thanks be to God.  

VERSE 1 

What Child is this Who, laid to rest On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud The Babe, the Son of Mary 

 

VERSE 2 

Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and lamb are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear, for sinners here The silent Word is pleading 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through The cross be borne for me, for you 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh The Babe, the Son of Mary 

 

VERSE 3 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh Come peasant, king to own Him 

The King of kings salvation brings Let loving hearts enthrone Him 

Raise, raise a song on high The virgin sings her lullaby 

Joy, joy for Christ is born The Babe, the Son of Mary 

CAROL (CONGREGATION) Greensleeves 

What Child is This? 



 

 

Good people all, this Christmas time, Consider well and bear in mind, 

What our good God for us has done, In sending his beloved son. 

With Mary holy we should pray, To God with love this Christmas Day, 

In Bethlehem upon that morn, There was a blessed Messiah born. 

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep, Their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep, 

To whom God's angel did appear, Which put the shepherds in great fear. 

Arise and go, the angels said,  To Bethlehem, be not afraid,  

For there you'll find, this happy morn, A princely babe, sweet Jesus, born. 

With thankful heart and joyful mind, The shepherds went the babe to find, 

And as God's angel had foretold, They did our Saviour Christ behold. 

Within a manger he was laid, And by his side a virgin maid,  

Attending on the Lord of all,  So lowly laid in an ox'es stall. 

Good people all, this Christmas time,  Consider well and bear in mind,  

What our good God for us has done,  In sending his beloved son. 

THE FIFTH LESSON  Ginny Chivas Luke 1:26-35;38  

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 

the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, 

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

Thanks be to God. 

CAROL (CHOIR) Traditional Carol/arr. Larry Finke 

Wexford Carol (Cynthia Rupp, Flute) 

 

 

THE SIXTH LESSON  Rev. Cindy Marino Luke 2:1;3-7 

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn.  

Thanks be to God. 

What sweeter music can we bring, Than a carol, for to sing,  

The birth of this our heav’nly king?  

Awake the voice! Awake the string!  Heart, ear, and eye, and ev’rything.  

Awake! the while the active finger Runs division with the singer. 

What sweeter music can we bring, Than a carol, for to sing, [Robert Herrick] 

CAROL  (CHOIR) Michael Fink 

What Sweeter Music 

THE SEVENTH LESSON  Rev. Mark Himel Luke 2:8-16  

The shepherds go to the manger  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Good people all, this Christmas time, Consider well and bear in mind, 

What our good God for us has done, In sending his beloved son. 

With Mary holy we should pray, To God with love this Christmas Day, 

In Bethlehem upon that morn, There was a blessed Messiah born. 

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep, Their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep, 

To whom God's angel did appear, Which put the shepherds in great fear. 

Arise and go, the angels said,  To Bethlehem, be not afraid,  

For there you'll find, this happy morn, A princely babe, sweet Jesus, born. 

With thankful heart and joyful mind, The shepherds went the babe to find, 

And as God's angel had foretold, They did our Saviour Christ behold. 

Within a manger he was laid, And by his side a virgin maid,  

Attending on the Lord of all,  So lowly laid in an ox'es stall. 

Good people all, this Christmas time,  Consider well and bear in mind,  

What our good God for us has done,  In sending his beloved son. 

THE FIFTH LESSON  Ginny Chivas Luke 1:26-35;38  

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 

the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, 

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

Thanks be to God. 

CAROL (CHOIR) Traditional Carol/arr. Larry Finke 

Wexford Carol (Cynthia Rupp, Flute) 

 

 

THE SIXTH LESSON  Rev. Cindy Marino Luke 2:1;3-7 

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn.  

Thanks be to God. 

What sweeter music can we bring, Than a carol, for to sing,  

The birth of this our heav’nly king?  

Awake the voice! Awake the string!  Heart, ear, and eye, and ev’rything.  

Awake! the while the active finger Runs division with the singer. 

What sweeter music can we bring, Than a carol, for to sing, [Robert Herrick] 

CAROL  (CHOIR) Michael Fink 

What Sweeter Music 

THE SEVENTH LESSON  Rev. Mark Himel Luke 2:8-16  

The shepherds go to the manger  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains: 

 

Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the new-born King. [Refrain]  

 

Interlude 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th'angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

  

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King"   (continue..) 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb: 

veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth, born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 

¶ The congregation stands 

* CAROLS OF THE ANGELS  (CONGREGATION) Gloria/Mendelssohn 

¶ The congregation is seated. 

 

 

THE FOURTH LESSON  Rev. Doug Bowden Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9  

The peace that Christ will bring is foretold 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight 

shall be in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 

with equity for the meek of the earth; The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall 

lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child 

shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 

asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or 

destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea.  

Thanks be to God.  

VERSE 1 

What Child is this Who, laid to rest On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud The Babe, the Son of Mary 

 

VERSE 2 

Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and lamb are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear, for sinners here The silent Word is pleading 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through The cross be borne for me, for you 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh The Babe, the Son of Mary 

 

VERSE 3 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh Come peasant, king to own Him 

The King of kings salvation brings Let loving hearts enthrone Him 

Raise, raise a song on high The virgin sings her lullaby 

Joy, joy for Christ is born The Babe, the Son of Mary 

CAROL (CONGREGATION) Greensleeves 

What Child is This? 



 

 

THE THIRD LESSON  Rev. Cindy Marino Isaiah 9:2.6-7  

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness— on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given 

to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 

shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

Thanks be to God. 

CAROL (CONGREGATION) Personent Hodie 

Long Ago Prophets Knew 

 

 

CAROL (CHOIR) Words and Music: Will Todd 

My Lord Has Come 

Shepherds, called by angels, called by love and angels: 

No place for them but a stable. My Lord has come. 

 

Sages, searching for stars, searching for love in heaven; 

No place for them but a stable. My Lord has come. 

 

His love will hold me, his love will cherish me, love will cradle me. 

Lead me, lead me to see him, sages and shepherds and angels; 

No place for me but a stable. My Lord has come. 

THE EIGHTH LESSON  Rev. Doug Bowden Matthew 2:1-12  

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; 

and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

OFFERTORY  Adolphe Adam/Jason W. Krug 

O Holy Night (Cheryl Ameiss, handbells, Cynthia Rupp, flute, Tom Colao, piano 

THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING  

We bring our gifts to the Savior who has been born 

* THE NINTH LESSON  Rev. Cindy Marino John 1 :1-14 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the 

life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 

gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

Thanks be to God. 

¶ The congregation remains standing… the hymn continues on the next page.. 

¶ The congregation stands for the Gospel Reading 

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON  Rev. Mark Himel Genesis 22  

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.  

Midnight Clear (all remain seated) 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By 

myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as 

numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

The darkest midnight in December, no snow or hail nor winter's storm shall hinder 

us to remember the Babe that on this night was born. 

 

‘Twas but pure love that from above brought him to save us from all harms;  

Then let us sing and welcome him, the God of Love in Mary’s arms.  

 

No costly gifts can we present Him, no gold nor myrrh nor odors sweet: But if with 

our hearts we can content Him , We humbly lay them at His feet.   

 

With shepherds we are come to see this lovely infant’s glorious charms; Born of a 

maid as prophets said, the God of Love in Mary’s arms  

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 

“Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, 

“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 

said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 

you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  

CAROL (CHOIR)  Trad. Irish Carol/Stephen Main 

The Darkest Midnight in December 

Ding dong merrily on high, In heav'n the bells are ringing: 

Ding dong! Verily the sky Is riv'n with angel singing. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

E'en so here below, below, Let steeple bells be swungen, 

And "I-o, i-o, i-o!" By priest and people sungen. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; 

May you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!  

CAROL (CHOIR) English Carol/arr. Barbara Wallace 

Ding, Dong, Merrily On High 

THE FIRST LESSON  Ginny Chivas Genesis 3 :8-15,17-19 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his  
seed will bruise the serpent’s head.  

 

 

* HYMN   (CONGREGATION) Divinum Mysterium 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

¶ The congregation is seated 



 

 

As the choir begins, the Light of the Christ Candle  

will be brought to the congregation as “peace, peace..” is sung. 

Please hold the burning candle upright and bring the unlit candle to the flame.  

CANDLELIGHT CAROL   (CONGREGATION) Stille Nacht 

Peace, Peace with Silent Night, Holy Night 

* THE BLESSING Rev. Cindy Marino 

May the Christ who by his Incarnation gathered into One things earthly and heavenly, fill you with the 
sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

(Please continue to the closing carol, all standing, as able) 

(candles are lit as the choir begins) 

 

(Choir) Peace, peace, peace on earth and good will to all. 

This is the time for joy. This is the time for love. 

Now let us all sing together of peace, peace, peace on earth. 

 

All: Silent Night, Holy Night All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin, mother and child Holy infant, so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace 

 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing: “Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!”  

 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!  

 

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

with the angels let us sing "Alleluia" to our King: 

“Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born.”  

¶ The congregation stands for the Blessing and Closing Carol 

 

 

* HYMN   (CONGREGATION) Adeste Fideles 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

¶ The congregation is seated. 



 

 

Minister: Beloved in Christ, be it this Advent our duty and delight to prepare ourselves to hear 

again the message of the angels: in heart and mind to go to Bethlehem and see this thing 

which has come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the 

first days of our disobedience to  the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy 

Child; and let us make this church glad with our carols of praise. 

But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world, and all God’s people; for peace 

upon the earth he came to save; for love and unity within the one Church he did build; 

and for unity and goodwill among all, and especially in this city of Naperville. 

(silent prayer) 

And because this of all things would gladden God’s heart, let us at this time remember 

in his name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in 

body and in mind and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the 

little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have 

grieved his heart of love. 

(silent prayer) 

Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore 

and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the 

Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one. 

(silent prayer) 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words 

which Christ himself taught us: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from Evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and 

unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. All: AMEN 

¶ The congregation stands 

THE BIDDING PRAYER Rev. Doug Bowden 

 

 

* CAROL   (CONGREGATION) Antioch 

Joy to the World 



 

 

* DISMISSAL  

Go forth in peace and joy.  

(All) Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

POSTLUDE Tom Colao, Organist 

Readers 

Rev. Doug Bowden 

Mrs. Ginny Chivas 

Rev. Mark Himel 

Rev. Cindy Marino, Senior Pastor 

 

Instrumentalists 

Kristina Powers, Recorder 

Cynthia Rupp, Flute 

 

Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 

Tom Colao, Organist/Accompanist 

 

Ushers 

Bob Owensby 

Jill Sally 

Greg Robinson 

Andy Harder 

Sound Tech 

Don Smith 

  

Chimes 

Kristen Basgall 

 

Hand Bells 

Cheryl Ameiss 

 

 

Serving you this evening... 

The Grace United Methodist Church Chancel Choir  

welcomes new members for 2018! 

 

 

 Prelude  

Selected Carols Tom Colao, Organ 

Allegro from Sonata No. 5 in E minor    Kristina Powers, Recorder 

Tom Colao, Organ Meditation on  Irby (Once in Royal David’s City) 

Stanza 2: Choir 

He came down to earth from heaven,  

Who is God and Lord of all,  

And His shelter was a stable,  

And His cradle was a stall:  

With the poor and meek and lowly  

Lived on earth our Savior holy.  

ALL: 

Stanza 1: A solo voice 

Once in royal David's city,  

Stood a lowly cattle shed,  

Where a mother laid her baby  

In a manger for His bed.  

Mary was that mother mild,  

Jesus Christ, her little child. 

¶ The congregation is seated. 

¶ The service begins unannounced., with a visual cue to stand 

 

* HYMN  (CHOIR & CONGREGATION) Irby 

Once in Royal David’s City 



 

 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first sung in a wooden 

building which served as the first Truro cathedral, in an effort to 

draw Christmas revelers into a sacred experience late in the evening. 

In 1918, Eric Milner-White, Dean of King’s College, Cambridge, 

adapted the service—similar to Sung Evensong—for use in the chapel 

at King’s, shown here.  
 

The service has remained virtually unchanged since that time, and has spread through all the 

world. The hymns and carols vary in each service (though it is traditional to begin with Once 

in Royal David’s City), but the readings and other spoken portions are always the same. The 

sound of the same words, year after year, becomes an echo of the unchanging significance 

and reality of the story. The music takes the role of reflecting on each text and exhorting the 

congregation. The tone of this worship service is both solemn and joyful, reflecting the 

intimidating grandeur of the story—from Fall to Incarnation—and rejoicing in the love of 

God and the redemption that is ours through Christ. 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices. If it is necessary to leave or 

reenter during the service, please do so during a hymn if possible, so as to minimize 

distraction. 

 
The service proceeds without announcement. All will be invited to stand before the first 

hymn. Please follow the order of service, reading loudly the bold text and singing hymns. 

The congregation stands (and is seated) when indicated, not waiting for a cue or 

introduction. This—and Sung Evensong—are those rare services in which the leaders and 

choir all desire to disappear into the spiritual experience of the night, allowing each person to 

receive that which the Spirit desires to give.  

 

At the end of the service, the congregation may light their individual candles during the 

singing of “Silent Night”. Please hold the burning candles upright and bring the unlit candle 

to the flame.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for Choral Evensong 
Sunday afternoons 

February 10 and March 17 



 

 

If you’re seeking a regular place of worship,  

please join us at one of the following services: 

 
 

Saturdays: 5:00 p.m. (in the Activity Center) Vickie Wagner, Worship Leader 

Sundays: 8:15 a.m.  - Traditional Service, music led by the New Life Singers 

Choir and Hand Bells 

9:30 a.m. - Traditional Service, music led by the Grace Chancel Choir 

11a..m— Contemporary Service, music led by the Grace Praise Team 

Music Ministries 

Adult Choirs 

Youth Choirs 

Children’s Choir 

Hand Bells 

Contemporary and 

Orchestral 

Instrumentalists 

Contemporary Vocalists 

Some of Our Ministries for You 

Adult, Youth and  

Children’s Faith Formation 

Sunday School, Bible/Group Studies 

Grief Share 

Men’s Ministry, Over 50 

United Methodist Women 

Youth Summer Missions 

Stephen Ministry 

Open Doors Ministry (for Persons with 

Disabilities) 

Many more 

630.355.1748     www.peopleofgrace.org 

Merry Christmas 

 

 

 

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
Christmas Eve, 2018 

Prelude begins at 9:40p 

Service at 10:00p 

 


