
8 

Tom Colao 

Tom Colao joined the Grace United Methodist Church staff as Principal Organist in 
August of 2018. Tom attended the Mannes College of Music in Manhattan, studying 
voice and choral conducting, before transferring to Westminster Choir College to 
pursue studies in organ and sacred music. While at Westminster, he sang as a 
member of Westminster Choir in addition to performances with the Choir as both a 
tenor and organ soloist. Prior to coming to Grace, Tom was Director of Music and 
Organist at  All Saints’ Parish in Princeton, NJ and at St. James’ Church, Long Branch, 
NJ, where he conducted a professional choir and provided organ accompaniment 
for choral services on the church’s vintage three-manual pipe organ. While there, 
he also began the “Music at St. James” concert series, which presents great sacred 

music to the community at large as a form of both evangelical and social outreach. Mr. Colao maintains an active 
schedule as an accompanist, vocal coach, freelance conductor and recitalist. In addition, he is the composer of 
several works for choir, for both liturgical and concert use.  Tom and his wife, Jocelyn, are natives of the Chicago 
area, but just recently relocated here after completing their music studies and establishing their careers in the 
Princeton area.  

Please Join Us! 

If you found this evening’s service meaningful, please consider… 

Joining the Grace Chancel Choir (open) and/or the Evensong Singers (by audition) 
Or sing with us for “Gift of Love” Christmas Concert 
All are welcome! Register at https://tinyurl.com/GraceSing2018 
or  scan the registration code with a QR reader on your phone.  
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Leading Worship 

Register to sing 

Help us stay in touch!   

If you’re not on our special music events email list,  

please provide your information below and leave it at the reception table. 

Your Name  

Email Address  

How you heard about Evensong  

Coming Events in Music and Worship Coming Events in Music and Worship 

Sunday, December 16, 3 p.m. “Gift of Love” Christmas Concert with Choirs and Orchestra 

Christmas Eve Services throughout the day, ending with Lessons and Carols at 10p 

  

CHORAL EVENSONG FOR  
THE SUNDAY BEFORE THANKSGIVING 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 
3:30 p.m. Recital 4:00 p.m. Evensong Service 

Tom Colao, Organ  Dan Wagner, Director  The Grace Evensong Singers 
300 E. Gartner Rd., Naperville, IL 60540  Phone 630-355-1748 

Pastors Cindy Marino and Douglas Bowden presiding 
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Welcome 

You have wisely chosen to spend your Sunday afternoon with us, participating in one of the most beautiful 

ancient customs of worship tradition – Choral Evensong. What you are about to experience is a powerful 

connection between your earthly life and the divine. Although the formal version of this service was 

established in 1549, the prayers in the service go back even further into antiquity.  

A statement from Coventry Cathedral, England, reads: “Evensong ... is a very tiny fragment of something 

else:  It is a fragment of the worship which is offered to God by Christian people every hour of the twenty-

four in every part of the world.  When you come to Evensong ... it is as if you were dropping in on a 

conversation already in progress – a conversation between God and humankind which began long before you 

were born and will go on long after you are gone. Evensong is drawn almost entirely from the Bible.  Its 

primary purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of God in history and in the life and death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

Your role as a participant is simply to be in a quiet space, allow the prayers of the readers and choir to enter 

your soul, and sing and recite the portions indicated, as you feel comfortable. Together, we offer this worship 

to the glory of God alone, that it might make the day we have just shared holy and perfect, and prepare us for 

the week ahead. 

 

The Lorraine Vahtra Memorial Evensong Project 

We are grateful for the opportunity to bring a series of Evensong Services and Recitals in memory of Grace 

Church Chancel Choir member Lorraine Vahtra. We lost Lorraine much too soon to cancer, but her love for 

the music and worship traditions of the church are a tribute that is made possible in part by her bequest. It is 

our hope that the Lorraine Vahtra Evensong Project will continue as those who value this experience choose 

to make voluntary contributions to the memorial fund. Offerings are gratefully received near the end of the 

service, or may be placed at the tea table following Evensong. You may designate gifts to the Grace Music 

Fund.  Online direct gifts may be made at www.peopleofgrace.org, choose “Giving” on the home page, and 

then choose “Music Fund”.  

  

SUNG EVENSONG FOR THE SUNDAY BEFORE THANKSGIVING  

A bell tolls the beginning of the service 

Hail, Gladdening Light (Choir) (Phos Hilaron, 2nd Cent. Hymn) John Stainer 

Hail, gladdening Light, of his pure glory poured who is the immortal Father, heavenly, blest, 

hoIiest of holies, Jesus our Lord. 

Now we are come to the sun's hour of rest, the lights of evening round us shine, 

we hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit divine. 

Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung with undefilèd tongue, 

Son of our God, giver of life, alone: therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own. 

The people stand for the processional hymn 

3:30 p.m. Recital with Tom Colao, Grace UMC Organist 

Please refer to the Recital Program Sheet 
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Minister:   Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

for ever and ever.  

(All) Amen. 

The people are seated as the organ voluntary concludes our service 

THE BLESSING  

 

Organ Voluntary "Nun Danket Alle Gott-Marche Triomphale"  Siegfrid Karg-Elert 
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M ost holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the 

doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. (Choir: Amen.).  

K eep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 

soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake. (Choir: Amen.).  

The Greeting Pastor Cindy Marino 

During the singing of the following anthem, gifts may be given to support choral music at Grace 

United Methodist Church, whose ministry is primarily supported through individual designated 

gifts. Please memo Music Fund.  This evening’s service of worship is made directly and solely possi-

ble by your contributions and those remaining in the Lorraine Vahtra Memorial Fund 

The Offering  

The Anthem For the Beauty of the Earth; Philip Stopford 

For the beauty of the earth, For the beauty of the skies,  

For the love which from our birth Over and around us lies  

For the beauty of each hour Of the day and of the night,  

Hill and vale, and tree and flower, Sun and moon, and stars of light:  

(Refrain) Lord of all, to Thee we raise This our sacrifice of praise. 

For the joy of human love, Brother, sister, parent, child,  

Friends on earth, and friends above,  Pleasures pure and undefiled:  

For each perfect gift of thine To our race so freely given, Graces human and divine,  

Flowers of earth and buds of heaven:  (Refrain) For thy church which evermore  

Lifteth holy hands above, Offering up on every shore Her pure sacrifice of love:  (Refrain) 

The people stand and say together: 

* The General Thanksgiving 

All: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most 

humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all. We bless 

thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine in-

estimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of 

grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mer-

cies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not on-

ly with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking be-

fore thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 

with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

(The people remain standing) 

* THE HYMN Now Thank We All Our God 

* The Prayer of St. John Chrysostom  

Minister: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that 

when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  midst of them: Fulfill 

now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. (All) Amen.   
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* The Hymn  We Gather Together 

The people are seated 

The Preces (Prayers of Preparation, sung by the choir) Thomas Tallis 

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Cantor O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   Amen. 

Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir The Lord’s name be praised.  
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The First Reading Joel 2:21-27 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  

Magnificat (Choir) Howard Helvey 

My soul doth magnify the Lord. 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden:  

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

The Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-8 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  

Nunc Dimittis Howard Helvey 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

Psalm 138 (sung by the choir)  J. Turle 

I WILL give thanks unto thee, O Lord, with my whole heart;  

* even before the gods will I sing praise unto thee. 

2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name, because of thy loving-kindness and 

truth; * for thou hast magnified thy Name, and thy word, above all things. 

3 When I called upon thee, thou heardest me; * and enduedst my soul with much strength. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD;  

* for they have heard the words of thy mouth. 

5 Yea, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, * that great is the glory of the LORD. 

6 For though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly;  

* as for the proud, he beholdeth them afar off. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, yet shalt thou refresh me; * thou shalt stretch forth thy hand 

upon the furiousness of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. 

8 The LORD shall make good his loving-kindness toward me; * yea, thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for 

ever; despise not then the works of thine own hands.  
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The people stand as able for the Gospel Reading 

* The Gospel Reading Matthew 6:24-34 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  

The Prayers Tallis 

Cantor The Lord be with you. Choir And with thy spirit. 

Cantor Let us pray.  Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 

      Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                    (Intoned by all on a single pitch) 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

* Apostles’ Creed  (Intoned by all on a single pitch) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The people are seated 

Cantor O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 

Choir And grant us thy salvation. 

Cantor O Lord, save the State. 

Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Cantor   Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Cantor  O Lord, save thy people. 

Choir  And bless thine inheritance. 

Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

The Collects (prayers of summation) “Amen” is sung by the choir 

A lmighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and 

for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great 

bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. (Choir: Amen) ……. (The Collects continue) 
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K eep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 

soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake. (Choir: Amen.).  

The Greeting Pastor Cindy Marino 

During the singing of the following anthem, gifts may be given to support choral music at Grace 

United Methodist Church, whose ministry is primarily supported through individual designated 

gifts. Please memo Music Fund.  This evening’s service of worship is made directly and solely possi-

ble by your contributions and those remaining in the Lorraine Vahtra Memorial Fund 

The Offering  

The Anthem For the Beauty of the Earth; Philip Stopford 

For the beauty of the earth, For the beauty of the skies,  

For the love which from our birth Over and around us lies  

For the beauty of each hour Of the day and of the night,  
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(Refrain) Lord of all, to Thee we raise This our sacrifice of praise. 
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Friends on earth, and friends above,  Pleasures pure and undefiled:  

For each perfect gift of thine To our race so freely given, Graces human and divine,  

Flowers of earth and buds of heaven:  (Refrain) For thy church which evermore  
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humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all. We bless 

thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine in-

estimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of 

grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mer-

cies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not on-

ly with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking be-

fore thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 

with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

(The people remain standing) 

* THE HYMN Now Thank We All Our God 
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now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. (All) Amen.   
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Rev. Doug Bowden 
Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 
and Evensong Worship Director 

Leading Worship 

Register to sing 

Help us stay in touch!   

If you’re not on our special music events email list,  

please provide your information below and leave it at the reception table. 

Your Name  

Email Address  

How you heard about Evensong  

Coming Events in Music and Worship Coming Events in Music and Worship 

Sunday, December 16, 3 p.m. “Gift of Love” Christmas Concert with Choirs and Orchestra 

Christmas Eve Services throughout the day, ending with Lessons and Carols at 10p 

  

CHORAL EVENSONG FOR  
THE SUNDAY BEFORE THANKSGIVING 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 
3:30 p.m. Recital 4:00 p.m. Evensong Service 

Tom Colao, Organ  Dan Wagner, Director  The Grace Evensong Singers 
300 E. Gartner Rd., Naperville, IL 60540  Phone 630-355-1748 

Pastors Cindy Marino and Douglas Bowden presiding 




