
CHORAL EVENSONG 
Sunday, September 22, 2019 

3:30 p.m. Organ Prelude Recital...Tom Colao, Organist    
4:00 p.m. Evensong Service...The Grace Evensong Singers 

Rev. Doug Bowden, Presiding Minister  Dr. Randall Hicks, Lay Leader 
www.peopleofgrace.org   300 E. Gartner Rd., Naperville, IL 60540  Phone 630-355-1748 



WELCOME 

 You have wisely chosen to spend your Sunday afternoon with us, participating in one of the most beautiful ancient 
customs of worship tradition – Choral Evensong. What you are about to experience is a powerful connection between your 
earthly life and the divine. Although the formal version of this service was established in 1549, the prayers in the service go 
back even further into antiquity.  

 A statement from Coventry Cathedral, England, reads: “Evensong ... is a very tiny fragment of something else:  It is 
a fragment of the worship which is offered to God by Christian people every hour of the twenty-four in every part of the 
world.  When you come to Evensong ... it is as if you were dropping in on a conversation already in progress – a 
conversation between God and humankind which began long before you were born and will go on long after you are gone. 
Evensong is drawn almost entirely from the Bible.  Its primary purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of God in 
history and in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 
 Your role as a participant is simply to be in a quiet space, allow the prayers of the readers and choir to enter your 
soul, and sing and recite the portions indicated, as you feel comfortable. Together, we offer this worship to the glory of God 
alone, that it might make the day we have just shared holy and perfect, and prepare us for the week ahead. 
 

THE LORRAINE VAHTRA MEMORIAL EVENSONG PROJECT 
 We are grateful for the opportunity to bring a series of Evensong Services and Recitals in memory of Grace Church 
Chancel Choir member Lorraine Vahtra. We lost Lorraine much too soon to cancer, but her love for the music and 
worship traditions of the church are a tribute that is made possible by her bequest. It is our hope that the Lorraine Vahtra 
Evensong Project will continue as those who value this experience choose to make voluntary contributions to the memorial 
fund. Offerings are gratefully received in the baskets at the rear of the sanctuary or may be placed at the tea table following 
Evensong. You may designate gifts to the Vahtra Memorial Fund or the Grace Music Fund.  Online direct gifts may be 
made at www.peopleofgrace.org, choose “Giving” on the home page, and then choose “Music Fund”.  
  
 

Our next scheduled Evensong Service is Sunday, November 17 
 * 3:30 Pre-Service program—The Krizalido Piano Trio, with Daryl Silberman, Director of Orchestra at 
 Waubonsie Valley High School on the violin presenting the Mendelssohn Piano Trio 
 * Choral Evensong for Thanksgiving at 4:00 
 

 

 

T om Colao has served as principal organist and accompanist at Grace United Methodist Church since August of 
2018. In this, his final recital as staff organist at Grace, we have an opportunity to give thanks and appreciation 
for the many gifts he has brought us during his brief tenure.  Tom has accepted a position as Associate Director 
of Music at St. Chrysostom’s Episcopal Church in Chicago, and will complete final Sunday with us on October 

6. We wish Tom, Jocelyn and Christopher all the best in their new ministry. 

Recital Program—3:30 p.m. 

Rhapsody no. 3 in c-sharp minor   ........................................................................................... Herbert Howells  

“Schmücke dich, O liebe Seele” (Adorn thyself, my soul, with gladness) BWV 654   ....................... J.S. Bach 

Impromptu (from Pieces de Fantaisie)   ........................................................................................... Louis Vierne  

Choral no. 3 in a minor   ............................................................................................................... César Franck  



EVENSONG 
Please turn off your portable devices upon arrival, and observe silence. 

Hymn to Christ as Light (Phos Hilaron) Cantor, Choir 

Refrain (all): O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. R 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,  and to be glorified through all the worlds. R 

The people stand for the processional hymn 
* THE HYMN  Creator of the Stars of Night 



THE PRECES (PRAYERS) William Smith 

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Cantor O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   Amen. 
Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.  

PSALM 98 Luke Mayernik 

 

THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  

MAGNIFICAT  IN G MINOR Henry Purcell 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded:  the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth:  all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm: 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost:  
As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Antiphon (all) 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of song. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn, 

Raise a shout before the King, the Lord (Antiphon) 

 

Let the sea and all within it thunder; the world, and those who dwell in it. 

Let the rivers clap their hands, and the hills ring out their joy 

At the presence of the Lord, for he comes. (Antiphon) 

 

He comes to judge the earth.  

He will judge the world with justice, 

And the peoples with fairness. (Antiphon) 



THE SECOND READING 1 Timothy 2:1-7  

Lector: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  

NUNC DIMITTIS Henry Purcell 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost:  
As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

The people stand for the Gospel Reading and the singing of the Creed 

* THE GOSPEL READING Luke 16:1-13  

Lector: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  

* APOSTLES’ CREED (all remain standing as able, chanting on a single pitch) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He  will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The people are seated 

THE PRAYERS Choir 

 Cantor The Lord be with you. 
 Choir And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor Let us pray. 
 Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Cantor O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
 Choir And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor O Lord, save the State. 
 Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor   Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
 Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor  O Lord, save thy people. 
 Choir  And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
 Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
 Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 



THE COLLECTS Amen is sung by the choir 

Of the day 

God of power and justice, like Jeremiah you weep over those who wander from you, 
turn aside to other gods, and enter into chaos and destruction. 
By your tears and through your mercy, teach us your ways and write them on our hearts 
so that we may follow faithfully the path you show us. (Choir) Amen.  

For the Clergy and Congregation 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send down upon our Pastors, Church Staff, 
Lay Leaders and this Congregation, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour 
upon them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honor of our Advocate and Mediator, 
Jesus Christ. (Choir) Amen.  

A Collect for Sundays 

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared for us our place 
in the new  Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for 
his resurrection, may praise you in that City of which he is the light, and where he lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. (Choir) Amen.   

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  A QUIET PLACE Ralph Carmichael/arr. Jerry Rubino  

There is a quiet place far from the rapid pace where God can soothe my troubled mind. 
Sheltered by tree and flow'r, there in my quiet hour with him my cares are left behind.  
Whether a garden small, or on a mountain tall, new strength and courage there I find. 
Then from this quiet place I go prepared to face a new day with love for all mankind. 

The people may stand and say together: 

* THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty 
thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all. We bless thee for our creation, preserva-
tion, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we show 
forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by 
walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The people remain standing for the Hymn 

* THE HYMN  The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, is Ended 

Pastoral Greeting Rev. Doug Bowden 

The Offering 

This evening presents an opportunity to support the Grace Music Fund, which purpose is to support the efforts of our 
Chancel Choir, Evensong and instrumental support for sacred musical services not covered through the music budget. 
Please clearly mark offering envelopes “Music Fund”. Loose offerings will be accounted to the Music Fund as well. We are 
also accepting gifts toward the All Saints Memorial Orchestra, this year supporting the Chancel Choir in the presentation 
of Gabriel Faure’s luminous Requiem. Please see the back page of this booklet for the Memorial Gift Form. 

If you intend to give  your regular general fund offering, please be sure to indicate it clearly on an offering envelope. 



* A Prayer of John Chrysostom 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the  midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.   

DISMISSAL 

Officiant:     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  be with us all evermore.  Amen.  

Please be seated as the organ voluntary concludes our service 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Tom Colao 

 

All are welcome to the reception in the narthex 



Welcome! 
Please visit www.peopleofgrace.org for information about 
Grace Church. Please let us know how we may serve you. 
 
The Grace UMC music ministries are always welcoming 
new participants. See the Minister of Music for 
information about auditioning for the Evensong Singers or 
about the various other choirs at Grace Church. 

 
Leaders 
Rev. Doug Bowden 
Dr. Randall Hicks, Lay Reader 
Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 
Tom Colao, Organist 

Sopranos 
Shelly Drescher 
Beverly Michels 
Kristina Powers 
Jill Rye 
Maggie Schnute 
Natalie Wagner 

 
Altos 

Cheryl Ameiss 
Carole Koch 
Vickie Wagner 

Tenors 
Wes Ague 
Michael Hudetz 
Jon Slowik 
 

Basses 
Randall Hicks 
Andrew Rye 
John Wagner 
Jon Warfel 
 

The Evensong Singers 
Dan Wagner, Founding Director 

Worship Schedule 

Saturdays (in the Activity Center) 
5p  in the Activity Center, weekly communion 

Sundays 
8 and 10:30—Classic Worship in the Sanctuary 

9—Contemporary Worship in the Activity Center 

All Saints Memorial Orchestra Support - Faure Requiem 

 All gifts large or small will be acknowledged in the Memorial Bulletin. 

 If gifts exceed the actual expenses of the Requiem Memorial Orchestra they will be added to the designated Music Fund which 
supports non-budgetes expenses that support our traditional worship ministries through the Chancel Choir. 

 The total expense needed for the small Memorial Orchestra will be approximately $4,000 

How to Give:  

 Drop this form and a check by in the church office with a note attached indicating the purpose of the gift and the acknowledg-
ment and dedication 

 Through the church home web page, under giving, choose Music Fund, or scan the code below with your phone. 

 Please note that we want to correctly acknowledge your gifts. We can only do that if you complete this brief form or drop by a 
clear note to Dan Wagner at the church office. Please help us to accurately carry out your wishes. 

 If you find it more convenient, please call Dan Wagner at 630.355.1748, ext. 2323 or email dan.wagner@peopleofgrace.org 

Your Name  

Email  

Planned gift amount  

Wording after “given by…”  

Dedication (in memory of/

in honor of, etc.) 

 

I would like to offer my support in one of the following ways: 

__________ I will drop off a check with this form     

__________ I will give online via the music fund (and communicate wording to Dan Wagner) 

You may also sign up to support the Memorial Orchestra online at https://tinyurl.com/GraceMemorial2019  

Or scan the code on the right with your phone! 

https://tinyurl.com/GraceMemorial2019

