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Opportunities for Holy Week 2021

Grace Church will be offering dail
and reflection during Holy Week 2(
Palm Sunday,-LMaecht28am and -pernsiadre
wor ship (by registration only) fro«
online worship with ourp®&GplPe af gre
Palm Sunday,atMa3r:cORB 2Zd8.nng. your <creat
join us on Zoom as we honor the se¢
rection Garden together, | ed by B
of all ages are invitedpdwplpaaogftdrcd

par enlte.nntg

Monday, MaWedhn 9day, -MarTdme3 bf Ho l
Prayers and Reflection, availabl e

Maundy Thur sdady , diAgprtiall lhandwashin
Dani el

Good Fri dayGooAp rFirli dZay Wor shi p wi l
John Trotta's captivating, fresh
"Seven Last Words." This digital ¢
Chancel Choir and Friends, with i1
vi sual i mages to enhance the mess:
ence

. AJO9; N; / >7JCO
Grateful thanks to the many peopl ¢
yedr bookl et. The response was gen
each of you for reaching out to ol
I't was with mixed emotions that I
es over the past year. I't was ade
of I ongtime editor Merril!/l Litchfl
as wel | as Danielle Keethler, al s«
prayer is that, whatever comes out
ahead, we wi | | remain close to one
awesome God. Bl essings for a safe,

Your Editor,

w/&;/ Y gﬂ///ﬂﬁ


http://peopleofgrace.org/
http://peopleofgrace.org/parenting-lent
http://peopleofgrace.org/parenting-lent

Dedicated to Merrill

This Lenten devotional booklet is a very special one i
year life at Grace Church. It is dedicated to Merrill Litc
longtime editor and prolific contributor, who passed aw
April. This booklet was his pet project for many years, a
my honor and privilege to have gotten to know this bright 2%
thoughtful man as we worked together producing it.

The following devotion was writte
it with you hered Barb Ceruti, Editor
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Ted Litchfield and Fami/l
AAnd going a l|little farther he fel
indMy Father, if it be possible, |
erthel ess, not as o .Mmitltlhhewb2t: 89
The year 2020 was hard for many o
many financial and health worries
| osses of | oved ones Uncertainty
to quesf®i i a®God
For my sister and me, the | ast 18
of our parents Whil e under diffe
|l ed to a feeling of helplessness
ment al degradati on.
One of &yf awari te activities ®as
Lenten devotional bookl et |, pennin
Il n one, he reflected on the ti me
As he prayed for his dad to not d
Go@& r espdinfsenootf nolwt, when® moment
ny, and a rens ngdlean tfhart &lold of us
wi shes
Refl ecting on this devotion chang
death of our parendt swi IBly, anmyc espitsitne
free of the feeling of helplessne
knowing that their deaths were me
As we all navigate 2021 and beyon
He wi || provide comfort over all/l
beauty & fwiGoald.

Prayer: Lord, murcdayeérn kien J@estulss e ma
our concerns before You, yet seek



Ash Wednesday, February 17

A C
Dan Wagner

Le% be honest. We who were not rai
ervations about Ash Wednesday. But
traditiobhst wa@di dApefienced many Kk
Ash Wednesday has become one of th
Traditionally when receiving ashes
GenegHrsom dust you came, amdel o, dw
kind of thing is that toOtrells pe 0
believe it is an essenti al real ity
Al | fl eshéliisf easi sgrbawmasn ai ¥ apotr a f e
full odwd rwiulbll eknow hiomhi nipbhe¢ si cws
the sight of the ord is the death
Christ wildl be our Light! Sorrow a
deemed of the Lord shall return wi
joy shall be a@pon their heads!

We ddonhave a faith that hidédas ht hah
t hy oOtGiimy?, where oWe ahgovkoowr yRe
are a symbol of dying to our ol d s
I need the ashes because | need Je
wi || all c¢cross the cold waters of
to the other side.

Come Down, O LdwWH BRi7wi)ne

Come down, O Love divine, seek Tho
and visit it with Thine own ardour
O Comforter, draw near, within my
and kindle it, Thy holy fl ame best
O | et it freely burn, til earthly
to dust and ashes in its heat cons
and | et Thy glorious |l ight shine e
and c¢clothe me round, the whil e my
Let holy charity mine outward vest
and | owliness become mine inner cl
true | owliness of hear t, which t ak
and o'er its own shortcomings weep
And so the yearning strong, with w
shall far outpass the pow'r of hun
nor can we guess its grace, till w
wherein the Holy Spirit makes His



Thursday, February 18

Rev. MiMi doMg & e n

We are in the time of Lent, the season of the church year, the spiritual tithe c
named forthe An§@a x on wor d @Al enctentid, 0 w
days. Over the years, many practices have come into being as a way to mov
these 40 days: fasting, preparation for baptism, burying the Alleluias, a time
ing, spring cleaning and eating pretzels shaped in the form of arms crossed

As | was growing up, we did not pa
grown older, and hopefully wiser, | find Lent to be a meaningfusé&arelongoul
and inspirations of the heart. As a child, | went along with those who gave th
Lent candy, gum or movies were the top three for abstinence.

Lent is a time of deep introspection, a time for confession,-avahafiogreri-

orities, for examining the lenses through which we see God and each other.
for daily repentance and setting aside the burdens that inhibit who and what
meant to be. It is a time for laying it all on the line for God to have his way wi

We take a long look at things we have failed to do and failed to be, times we
ed without love, times we have withdrawn from words and deeds of care, tirr
hurtful words have slipped from our tongues and the helpful words have bee
We repent and confess, knowing that our God is able to forgive and to assur
that pardon.

But | think that Lent might be a time for adding rather than subtracting, a tim¢
out new ways of love and compassion mirroring the great compassion that J
on his way to Jerusalem as he taught and as he healed those on his way.

So what might we add? This list is not original, but one which resonates in m

Fast from hurting and say kind words

Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude

Fast from anger and be filled with patience

Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope

Fast from worries and have trust in God

Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity

Fast from pressures and be prayerful

Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others
Fast from grudges and be reconciled

Fast from words and be silent so you can listen

Lent is truly a gift to us. The heart can better and more fully rejoice at Easter
has gone through Lent. Amen, may it be so.

Rev. Myren was an ordained minister in the American Baptist Church and be
friend of this editor. She passed away suddenly and peacefully on February



Friday, February 19

Dayna Tarr
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Saturday, February 20

R W
Karen Hoopes

Over the year s, when friends have
spouse, a chil d, a pdwreenatl,waoyrs ostthr
with fifdighd oawfloecdosmf ort . As an el e
schooled in the finéegd tbHfoworr dagsrnalii snign ¢

correctimnght awheernd sconveying infornm
fr i ght ofworr desx pr essing needs, word ¢
cern. What could | say to someone
t hiei ght owor ds?

A friend of mine died of cancer a
from cancer, haftlreecomepdctherrhad
again, more challenging than the
could to help. | prayed, | <called
whatever else | could think of th
thought that it fell sfin ® gtht obdupta idist
never seemed to me that d heael f Ol
really been a help to her.

During the econd half of 2020, I
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Tuesday, February 23

J S
Bar bara Hoch

OWho can say but that you have bece
Esther 4:14

0Those who are wise will find a ti
a time and a \Eeclksiabtes®5 everything. 6

Last year, as | parked my car in front of the nursing home, | prayed as | alw:
that God would give me the right words of encouragement and love for the |
was going to visit. But, when | went to the door, it was locked. | was quite st
so | tried opening it again. Still locked. Then my eye caught the sign taped t

door : i Be clau sneo ovfi sCCGVolrDs are all ow
to my car and used my cell phone t
woul dnét | et people in because she

and their food was sent up on trays left outside their doors.

| had recently been considering how much longer | could do all the activities
been doing to serve my Lord. Now, suddenly, that question was being answ
me . I couldndét visit anyone, and i
God was telling me strongly that my way of serving him was going to drastic
change. | had always found such joy in reaching out to others, especially wi
my therapy dogs at Edward Hospital. Now, | realized | could help others finc
same joy. The T.V. was full of reports of all age groups wanting to help peoj
sorts of situations and in many different ways. | could see God working to e
His purpose of the kingdom of God here on earth through these many acts
ness to others.

| began to let neighbors help me by dropping-aibkethemeals. | let my friend

who enjoyed seeing the orioles in my yard feeding on grape jelly pick up jar:
for me when she shopped. For my birthday, when none of my own family cc
come in person to celebrate with me, my neighbors showered me with card:
waves when | was out wal king anot't
brings me a plate of goodies whenever she bakes for her family. | hope that
neighbors and their children experienced as much joy as | did when they stc
driveway and sang Christmas carols for me. Now, as | write this devotional,
hear another neighborés snow bl owe
Il 6m sure will feel much joy after

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for the loving way you are using this time to
teach us the importance of loving our neighbors. Help me to be grateful whe
others are kind to me so that they can experience joy. The joy that comes
when we 0do unto others as they wc
Amen.



Wednesday, February 24

Rev. Bi |l l Bryan
w A Y L.S
Where are you VLilmcoalhne? col d first

Ri se up and headgatthha@rseda,che i n
the matheart .

It is said thathyddledet qogG08L.

nations, Each told how the
that you tear dewB wahmeks
spindly, bearded man of

woods and prairmne confessed a p

Ri se wu now fr om our mystic
P re¥nember ng words

solitude and thankfiulness

call us back to sanity,

Speak to us agaiewveofil mali ce
toward none and charity for all.

On a day long paicgkvegdeinside
Springfield St“f)L'JPnné(\S’é'rsﬁllgught
farewel |l

not knowing whdarmrorugwhetiHemnt | i
ever you would return. _

We need you no\vwords now pointl esc
. J‘iearer.

Bind up ®Bhevomuualdisqn

care for the wigdgwsi @andhat futile
orphans,

and all those  shheoaetd taosjldief thyour
a misnamed prog;rn%sso.ne noticed fo
OQur divided house can not

much | onger stanWe Sun had risen!

Give us yauwmd Hape h.
We need you no\w.
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Thursday, February 25
B 6 G

Linda Fronk

Considering fa yearl3ctomdsé& mma This schipture,
references how God equipped each of us differently to do His service and bt
the church. Apostles, prophets, evangelists, and teachers are roles that are |
tioned, while many others are implied.

John Wesley certainly made it obvious about our role in strengthening our ct

and fulfilling the Second Commandn
you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places
can, to all the people you can, as
this, | am aware that guote is now
i mproper attribution, even by the
in Iline with Wesleyb6s writings tha

It was in this spirit that some 35 years ago, Bill and | conceived an idea that
known as Grace Community Builders at our church. To date, this program h:
50 groups and over 130 different individuals participating (some people have
in several groups). This is especially important to the life of our church, whic
multiple services to connect people who might not cross paths.

But ités equally important for peo
together for years, but never really interactedtoroaeohasis.

I have marveled at my husbandds co
people were questioning how to get on with life and church and were often d
programs and commitments, Bill decided it was time to double down on the
program to stay connected. Peopl e
online or at church in the gathering space. The diligent recruiting work of Juc
Cornett and Bill resulted in GCB having 12 groups, some of which are currer
finishing up.

The leadership and health of the church was never meant to be left solely to
clergy. We each have a role to fil

thrown us challenges but, following Biblical direction, we can use them as of.
nities.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, may we be open to opportunities to know those
around us so that we might find ways to strengthen your church and to carry
out your work within our families, community and our world.

For more information about Grace Community Builders, contact
wcfronkl@gmail.corating GCB in the subject line.
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Sunday, February 28

Paul Cerut. i

My daughter was born in a locked down city during
first week of Advent. A week, fittingly, themed on ho
The expectancy of parenthood throughout 2020 prov
welcome milestones over a stretch of weeks and mon
otherwise defined by haphazard closigsnirggs and re-
surgences; injustices laid bare; tragedy more immense than our politica
lary can account for. Many speak of 2020 as a lost year, as a time in wi
day was to be endured rather than lived. | was certainly no exception ta
set, in spite of the hope fixed on my horizon.

Parenthood has now entirely uprooted my relation to time. | am very for
be on lonterm paid leave, freeing me to care for my wife, daughter and
full time while the pandemic limits all-bthvaeisupport. This hamasvork

Is constant but manageable, and often gratifying. Diaper changes, thou
how popularly held to be the worst thing short of labor, are accomplishe
enough through muscle memory. HCc
own control that tests our patience most: the feeding, soothing and putt
to sleep. (You can lead a horse to water...) This greater endurability, thi
all the latchings at the nipple and cradlings in the arm, extends across
and soul.

In the dim hours before daybreak, | have encountered something at the
While rocking my daughter to sleep on my chest, exhausted beyond co
sion but vested by nature to cor
come over me. It comes as a dancing white light beneath my eyelids, cl
memory than all streams of consciousness | can recall. Through some
grace, | am transported beyond myself to a place touching thousands o
tions of parents and children. Here | endure in the strength that bore all
when they too were very young.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 reads, AHe has
also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God h
from beginning to end. o0 From thi
present time can only be witness:s
off in 2021 by virtue of the calendar, but the love that sustained us throt
past remains just as accessible to us today.

15



Monday, March 1

Gaye Lynn Louf ek

olf you remain in me and my words I
be done Jbhoti57WiOuBuUwt i f | were you, |
lay my cause before him. He performs wornldatrg€annot be fathomed, miracles
that cannotlobb® counted. ¢

In leading youth ministry, | often share that God answers prayer in one of thre
AYes, o fAiWait, o or Al have somet hin
honestexpecting f or t he fAyes. 0

For several years, a loved one has been paying for an amenity/activity packac
not utilized, required by homeowners in the neighborhood. Though often a bu
| oved oneds budget, the payment ha:
groaning, | might add).

Early on a January day, the phone rang and not one, but two opportunities we
receive a COVID vaccine. One was from a group of friends whose church was
vaccine. The ot her -thaplatethe draaded paynem hal
been going for years without evidence of merit.

Our loved one chose the clubhouse, based on information given. Upon driving
house, a long line of people waiting in the inclement weather was noted at the
friendsd church. At the clubhouse,
tling from the parking lot. No one else was in the room, and strict observation
for 30 minutes following the vaccine.

God hadnét been responsi bl epeoplérad dane
that), but clearly, He had been in the midst of the good that was going to comi
was hearing the prayers; He was | u:

We candt know Goddés timing. We doniq
We candét know where weodoll be when
sure of is that God will never forsake us. He will never require anything of us t
our good. He wilvays how up, and Hebs al ways |
to him in prayer.

May God show up for each of you in both big and small ways. May you all cor
Godods wultimate plan and see His got¢
ence blessings in abundance.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are an
trust Your timing, when we come to
on Your wisdom for our lives. God, we are grateful to You for always showing
and for Your grace and mercy. May we serve You in big and small ways, and
everything, may we bring glory to Your name. Amen.
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Thursday, March 4

Emma CushmanWood Cerut. i

» My | ight was born teeterin

2 A welcome borderlands

Even during the darkest
I welcome the night

"The night is full of | on

1Of sacred embraces

Coos into the silence
And smiles into winter wi

Like the moon in the bl ac

on Christmas Eve

I am tethered to you

a |l asso around my heart
AW W
Rev. Dr . Darren CushmanyV

Years to come, when folks talk about how awful 2020 was, | will always sa
one good thing happened that year: the birth of my granddaughter, Nora.

After the first of the year, | headed up to Toronto to help my daugiter and ¢
law adjust to being parents. Because the Canadian government-tdaguires a
guarantine, | was restricted to thdiedramm apartment, a small price to pay
to see Nora. | paid for my room and board by assisting with the laundry.

Come laundry day, which comes more frequently with a newborn, the entir
ment is strewn with clothes getting them ready for the laundry room in the |
ment. My job was to rinse out the
Wonder Wash. 0 Th ecralediub ¢hat res¥misels a masiu-
al ice cream maker.

In short, | went to Canada in January to do laundry in a bucket.

One of the themes of Lent is forgiveness of sin. In Psalm 51:7, the writer a

to fiwash me and | shall be whiter

got Norads clothes whiter than sn

God loves us so much that He turns the crank of forgiveness in our lives.
19



e a

r

son
n peace
pack
Cast
past,

I
t o

Al
sow
18
frotmeddli abr ani
me
t he

n

wh o
dames. 3:
i

tol d
-y e od do thro mke0 0 n

Rut h

wher e,

Friday, March 5

Bob

~

(1)
conventions.

returned

fiPeacemaker s
ghteo
we
i,
i s
r

Hawai
temporar.i
Her e
t hei

ri

As

t..lrlkdr LW LU= -

- €£E35020 Q0. c

©O®O®ES o 3 < 8

z2.20a8. = R 2]

© .— - mC Y—

S

3) na..,woh o -] =

CTo32co 2 ~mgouns o=

2S00 -~ S v o

Lo DE > 05000

EEo> c.oFE E_cc L

o.— eim — 0 — = > —

L C - C L O0OT o — O — D

— tewe 8 S — O | v

o . >35S+~ n .0SCc L
Seeo.l...llh.le O .— o QO NS
. Se_ O £ ET X . [@2)
= _ o w8 _ _ co® O ._
Qe o0 ©— 0O ®C o | G
Ewn > C Ow = D@
SCcowo .o c - e .
C._E&E >c_ _wnwoodc Al
[a1] OT .. C . CSoTO L C
o OO ©X 5 © O .— o X ©
XDV TLoC0 TO= 0O _
coEca€c EO c Eo _

T V.- O 0 — o ()
L CVOC_ .- © >0 e ccCc L C
L S5 o S 2 _._ .- o NTDT N =C e O @ e s
_ T Vo0 5 >0 00 VETOVD — CO>>e O

0O 0_05 -+200C VOOV S5_VEO._CC. O 4 c
A>CMN - B0 —e=O0O_ docon OCNOEFeZ e _nn <.

20



N

B

B

Saturday, March 6

Cerut. i

Barb

not oRmoma nfsa 2o rlilt i s n

God does

.0.r

a

glui t e
i mposed

&rey dirad,
8 b bdbesr,e d om,
has

c

SO many, however
| oyment, nor have

writing).

e

am beyond gr

t hose mercies,

For

SO

been

awhlres &f n gny .

S Q +—
OO0 OLC

am humbl ed b

of

root of i

he

t

m

o]
o Lo

d
r
I

CoOOD

ra
Th
a

exampl e t he
event on society.
that determine how
ndi vidual

present

negative
stances

and

t

easur e
peak
hat

m
h | [
eve t

safety

h g
b i
uni ver se.

of

And, t

mi nut e
hazard

L Q

pornaec t i c e

| ndeed,
n
f
e

réud i muwgr tf loe

he

not t

S

oblivion

surely

On
to

eons ago.
natur e

of

nt o

i tself

and rhythm

symmetry
pl an.
But

hat
[

t
hi

o ignore the fact
and others wou

t

i ves

d
S

not

by t
every
When

day

struck each

am

passing da
that will b

wi t h
I

a

matdt er o]

no

n:
ust .

cert ai

S

perfect

thing

one

j

and

S

ove

21



Sunday, March 7

Rev. Cindy Marino

il f | go up tyouhaer Biehhlienmakenmyhkbke
depths, you are there. If | rise o
on the far side of the sea, even t
right whdhdhol d Pmal mad®9: 9

Iim headed out to pick up new gl asse

more than usual and having a hard
computer screen; you know the one,
words without straining your neck
l ensene of the joys of getting old
Al t hough I will experience i mprove
t hat anyone el se wild/l know the dif

al most the same as my ol d oned . f 8a
|l i ke subjecting mysel@etlmadnguimoe e
that this past year!

You know tbheetn iime | iwhemoy @mu hterry t o
whatever seems to be within weur c
l earned that we have | ess control
we can |l earn to be Il ess disrupted

With our hope planted firmly in Ch
and shake, but we Garleovieel d f ast i n




Monday, March 8

O
Cheryl Amei ss

'"Love one another; adohnhdb%e 120ve
For a couple of year dp aniont, Hy hn
beoosn my i Pad. Some of the pict
the sayings are wonderful encol
find things | could do with thi
Dav@ dni ece, Cassie Ameiss, is ¢
April | started sending pictul
with support and encouragement,
on their faces (I am still doi
This past summer , Dawn shared \
and Tom were going through. I
she would Ii ke me to send her
said many ti mes, it really hel|
It made me feel good to know I

through a tough time during a |
their day a little brighter or

strength to believe that thing:
hel ps.

God has told us to |l ove one an:
| knowi Ihawen t he power f ul |l ove

I

was able to give afndlhte s owd re
ceiving-bhyhembaratpictures.

We are not done with this pand:
more months, and the reconstr u:
cain stop the drive to continue
sis (which, if you think about
an hour, or even a minute feel
someone el se

To whom will you reach out?
Prayer: Heavenly Father, Your |
find ways to spread that | ove ¢
al |l the ti me. Amen



Tuesday, March 9

John Bodine

DEVOTION#b Exami ne yourselves, to sect
Test vy o RCaiethiansels8:5 6

With the pandemic lockdown now a year in, our normal routines have falte
and crumbled. The needs we all have to gather, to be with others, to socie
in some fashion and nurture relationships have been frustrated. Our journ
discipleship with a faith community involves worship, learning, giving, sen
and sharing, but that is a tall order during a lockdown. Interestingly, thoug
while the pandemic challenge has been unsettling and difficult, it has also
caused us to find new ways to car
year we have come a long way in making it work. Connecting now from at
where at any time, we can perhaps more readily challenge ourselves to b
scious and intentional in how we live and act in the world, how we impact
influence those around us. Let us be intentional disciples.

Prayer: Lord, guide us in these difficult times to find new ways to relate to
friends and neighbors, and to keep those bonds strong and vital. Help us
to keep steady in our trust of you so we can keep a steady course
through stormy seas. Amen.

DEVOTION#2 For the Spirit God gave uUs:s
gives us power, love, and self s ¢ i P Timothnyel:76

On our Christian faith journey, v
emul ators of Christ. But how do w
wor ds, but ités another thing to

everyday challenges and, especially in recent times, by very threatening c
cerns for wadking and safety. We are plugged in to a global information sy
tem where distinguishing fact from fiction is not easy and our emotions ar
geted, sometimes for dark purposes. We are social and emotional creatur
subject to fears and alarm when cultural habits no longer maintain the sta
guo, and change can be perceived as more of a threat than an opportunit
If we can remain clear on our role in the world as Christians, however, we
embrace change for the good it can enable. It can happen when we are re
tive and confident in our sense of purpose. We can be influencers rather t
being buffeted by random events.

Prayer: Lord, strengthen our trust that we walk on your path and give us
confidence that love for others and the world around us will fulfill the
vision of our Faith. Amen.



Wednesday, March 10

John Bodine

fiBut ask the ani mal s, and they wi
the air, and they will tell you;
they will teach you; and the fi st
youwho among all these does not Kk
the Lord hasldoheh@&]hiwa®mdd i s t he
every |living thing and the dbreatt
Job 4AD:7

I recently fBrndisdieng r ®wadkogri ans swa |
i mmerer, a series of reflection:t

| iifredi genous wi sdom, scientific k
of plant s.

Much of our training in science
fmachiovér yrgani sms -shrodv prhd cneysss ewso r

On the other hand, a simple walk
wonder of how an -sustgbhemndaavaesl
tively, serving and being served
I ndigenous wisdom holds that we :
of the world, being served by pl:
gated to serve them as well.

The obligation to serve includes
environment and avoiding i mbal anc
This concept resonates with our
Every day and in every way we ar ¢
ny and with respect for the worl ¢
around wus We are obliged to |ive
with awareness and intentionalit)
Prayer: Lor d, we ask for wis-
dom and insight to understand
and sustain our role in the
world as nurturers of your
creation. Hel p us ful fill our
responsibilities to |live sustain:
bly and with mutual respect for
al | l'iving things Amen.
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